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ANTIENT CEREMONIES. 


| CONTAINING 
[An Accourt f their Riſe and Growth, 
their firſt Entrance into the Church, 
and their gradual Adyancement 
to Superſtition therein, 
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Wratten originally in French, ;but now, for general 
information and benefit, faithfully tranſlated into 


Exgliſh. 
The Second Imprefljon Corrected, the firlt being, 1668. 


Mark 7. v. 7,839. 
===In vain do they worſhip me, teaching for Dorines rhe 
Commandments of men ; fir laying afide the Command- 
ment of God, ye hold tbe Tradiiton of mens &c, He ſaid 
likewiſe unto them, Full well ds ye fruſtrate the Com- 
mandment of God, that ye ray keep your own Tradition, 
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| READER, 


SSH Hc Degeneracy of the 
SF RG E Church (Chriſtian Rea- 

9 der ) from that Fazth, 

DY & which was by the A- 

== o/tles, delivered to the 
 Saznts; by Chriſt him- 
ſelf ro the Apoſtles ; and by God the 
Father to Chriſt ; is matter of ſad and 
ſerious, but ſeaſonable ſpeculation : 
The Primitive Church, was by reaſon 
of her more imwediate Conjunction 
with the Sunof Righteouſneſs,a burning 
and ſhining Light 3 but alas ! How is 
the Noble Vine become a Depenerate 
Plant!yielding inſtead of the Cluſters of 


Canaan, the wild Grapes of Gomorrah ! 


A 2 What 
\* 


The Tranſlator 
What Tares have there been ſown in 
God's Encloſure ! What Chaff mixt with 
his 1/heat ! What tore of Wood, Hay 

. and Stubble, inftead of Gola, Sitver 

| andprecrous Stones in his SanQtuary ! 
How is Chrifts Body Myſtical become 
an Jchabod! This barning and ſhining 
Light becoming ſuccefhvely ever at- 
ter the firſt Century and Age of the 

Church, for the ſpace of fourteen hun- 
dred years downwards, either, 1. de- 

"cayed and remitted, cool d or clouded 3 
the Light of Truth eclipſed with ( its 
common Buſhel ) Ignorance z the heat 
of Zeal rebated into ( its ordinary 
Quench-coal ) finful Neutrality - and 
Luke-warmneſs, Or, 2. droided, ( and 
thar with no, lefle cruelty rowards 
Chrifts Myſtical Body, than was uſed 
towards the Baptiſt s natural one) 3 ſhe 
frequently ſhinmg, when ſhe did not 
burn; or elſe b:1rning,when ſhe did not 

Shine 3 Light and Heat,Truth and Zeal, 
very rarely concurring both together 
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| .. To the Reader. 
(atleaft in any emitient degree).in her 
declining ſtate; ſo that either her Fazth 
was dead , being without works, ( the 
fruits of Zeal) or elſe her Zeal blind, 
being without Knowledge, (one degree 
of Faith ) ſhe, Sampſon-like, lofing 
boch fight and hfe inthe Temple of 1- 
dels, Or, 3. and laſtly, { which is 
worſt of all) depraved 3 Lzght and 
Truth, with Error and Hereſie 3 Hea: 


- and Zeal, with the ſtrange Fire of [do 


latry and Superſtition, Jewiſh-Pagan 
Rites and Ceremontes, the trueſt Marks 
of the Falſe Church of Rome, ( many | 
or moſt of which my felf have been an 
Eye-witneſs and Spectator of abroad) |} 
both the one and the other gradually 
introduced into the Church, and vi- _ 
oorouſly propagated, eyento an Uni- 
verſal Corruption, in matter both of 
Dofrine and Worſhip therein 3 (eſpe- 
cially ſince the Riſe, and during the 
Reign of Antichriſt, who hath nor fail- 
ed to joyn the Serpent with the Dra- 
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in; The Tranſlator 

gon, Policy with {r#uelty, for that end; 

tor which very reaſon our Retreat 

and: Seceflion: from that Adulrterous 
Church ſhould be, (to ſpeak with St. 

Hieron. Jerome) a thouſand times the dearer and 
—_— more precious to 15 3 and may we, in 
- "conformity to a higher Oracle, never 

fay a Confederacy to her more, except 

7r.15- upon Gods own terms of Accommu- 


19. dation, Let hey return unto thee, but re+ 


- turn not thou unto her) ; till that blefled 
day of power whereon thejealous God, 
zealous for his Truth and Worſhip, 
raiſed up and animated thoſe famous 
Champion-Worthies, Luther and Cal- 

_ in, with their fellow-Reformers,:/- 
faom's Advocates as well as Children, 

- unto areſcuing of the Truth, holden 

* ſo long in unrighteouſneſs, and an 

_ earneſt conteſt for the (above-named) 
Faith, which was once delivered to the 

- Samts, diftated by God's own Spirit, 
; tecorded in his Word, and by a con- 
* tinued ſeries & ſucceſſion of his Ser- 
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to the Readers 
vants , Profeflors under both 'Tefta- 
ments, ever fince the War was firft 
commenced -between the #wo Seeds, 
without interruption owned and main- 
tained, profeſſed, preſerved, propaga- 
ted, and through his good Providence 
(Trath's chief Guardian) happily tranſ- 
mitted and conveyed to us at laſt; 


1] (God having never left himſelf without 


a lVitneſs of his Truth in the Church, 
more then of his Power in the World) 
which they poliſhed and refined, and 
(for the hand of the Lord was with them) 
recovered to a confiderable degree of 
primitive light and luftre, reſolving all 
into original Authority, the Law and 


1 eheTeſtimany : Howbeit our Adverſa- 


ries of the Romiſs Church do igno- 
rancly or infolently, crge the Re-| 


formed Religion with Enthuſiaftich No» \ 


velty,- as being of an hundred and fifty 
years date, and of :yeſter-day 5 calcu- 
lating its Riſe by its Reſurrection, the 


Sun-rifing, by a Sun-ſhine 3 as if its þ, 
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| | The Tranſlator 
E: | 4 feos its: Authouts , and 
| 


\F! they Founders -whbexe they were only 
[Y} ' Repairers: Whereas themſelves do in 
| } "the meantime like the Grbeonztes, un- 
| der colour of the rags and-tatters of 
their ſuperſtitious Ceremones,: and the 
dry and 'mouldy Bread: ot their corrupt 
Dodtrines , pretend to become: front 
far: as it the Antent of Dayes were the 
Parent, of- their- novel and ſpurious 


| j Brat 3 but we who have conſulted the 
1 | mouth of the Etetnal God, have not 
A: folearned Chriſt, being informed and 


aſcertained by the only InfallibleOne, 
bf that. how ſpecious/& plauſible to fleſh 
k | and blood, ſoever, their Religion be 
(it being ever, as I have obſerved, ful- 
ter of carnal and mericricious Allure- / 
ment, than oBArgument) , yet from 
| | _ the bepinning 2t was not ſo. 
F} "© _ Now Keadey, being that this enfu- 
)) ing Treatiſe (dedicated under its firft 
>| Edition, by its Anonymus, bur judi- 

| aw and ſober learned Author, ta 
| King 
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tothe Reader. 
King Charles the Firſt, of bleſſed Me- 
mory;. and under the laſt, with Addi- 
tions by another very good hand, to 
Kucig Charles the Second, our preſent 
Soyeraign)comprehendeth a brief Hi- 


ftorical Account of the whole ; more | 


eſpecially, of the Riſe and Growth of 
Church-Rites and Ceremonies ; 'their 
firſt Introdution into the Church, 
and their gradual propagation and ad- 
vancement to Superſtition in it; of the 
witneſſes of Truth all along that dark 
and tedious Interval of about fourteen 


i 


l 
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bundred years under the greateſt De- / 


feftion, Superſiition, and Torrid Zone/ 


of Antichriſtian Perſecution, namely,”, \, 


Fathers, (ouncils, (onfeſſors, Martyrs, | 


and other pious Zealots and Yotaries, 
valiant for the Truth, all which died 

7n the Faith, and many of them for zt 3 

the Names and ſucceſsful Endeavours 

ofthe firſt, Reformers (thoſe Trees of 
Righteouſneſs, whereby the Waters of 
the Sanftrary , imbittered with n 

m1 


wo 


- The Tranſlator 


miſh Wormwood, (Revel. 8, rr.) were 
ſweetned); and many other particulats 
ſpecified in the uſeful and fruitful Pre. 
face prefixed to the Treatiſe ( from 


_ + which I have onely lopt off what I 


judged to be more luxuriant and ſu- 
perfinous at the beginning of it) to 
which I refer thees ſo that what is con- 
tained in the Writings of Fathers and 
other Church-Hiftories,as thoſe,of $s- 
zomen, Euſebius, Epipbanius, the Mag- 


denburgtan Centuriators, 6c, at large, is 


here repreſented by way of ſhort Com- 
pend and Breviary ;- I therefore con- 
ceiving the Tranſlation of the ſame in- 
to our Vetnacular Tongue ( a thing 
more recreative than laborious) to be 
well worthy of my more ſpare-hours, 
and the peruſal thereof of thine ; have 
accordingly effeted the ſame ; not 
doubting bit that this Iight Manual 


may prove amongſt us, like the Man- | 


na amongſt the Jews,grateful to every 
palate, | bur what is tainted and fore- 


ſtalled 


to the Reader. 
Ralled with the Babylontſh Cup 5 Yet 

for the better prevention of miſtakes 

and miſ-apprehenfions which might 
happily ariſe from any thing herein 
related or afferted, let it fuffice, and | 
remember that I am not Author bur | 
Tranſlator only, fave in a fewexpl#'' 
catory verbal Additions, either nored / 
with an Afteriſm in the Margent, or | , « 
elſe included within a Pareathefis in ' 
the body of the Treatiſe. | 


Tho, Douglas. 
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FP iz (dear Reader) which may 
IA \ IN accrue from what u pre- 


El ſented to thee in this Trea» 


i made thereunto by @ per- 
ſendif rous of thy welfare : If ſo be that 
God hath wouchſafed thee deliverance 
from Superſtition and Error, by peruſal 
bereof thou ſhalt be confirmed in the pro- 

feſſion of the Truth : but in caſe thou art 

" fill envaſſalled under the Yoke of Popery, 
thou ſhalt hereby be given to underſtand 
ry how fer thou art enſlaved in that bon- 
dage 5 thou ſhalt fee that the opintatrue 

erence of the Jews to Legal Ordinan- 
ces 5 theinvincable Obſtimacy of Pagans 

#n purſuit of their ſuperſtitious (eremo- 


mes | 


; 


| 91d fackd it inthe Weſt, the Biſhop of ' 


The Preface. 


niess the vain-curious avrogancy of their / 
Philoſophers, who have affected at the | 
ſame time to embrace Chriſtianity, and \ 
to profgunc by Humane Reaſon the more 
ſublime” Myſteries of the Kingdom of | 
Heaven, and to diſcourſe the ſame at- 
cording to their own carnal ſenſe and ap- . 
prehenſjon 3 have been the perſons that | 
laid the Foundation of external Pomp, / 


' and of thoſe many Hereſies which have' 


moleſted, and do ſtill moleſt the (hurch of 
God : Add hereunto that proporttonably 
to the encreaſe of Ignorance and Barba- 
niſm through the inundation of Goths 
and Vandals, and 1 know not what other 
Barbarous Nations, who quite deſtroyed 
all good Literature 5 and the conſutution 
of that ſavage People wholly conſiſting er- 
tber of Pagans or Arrians, there enſued 
bereupon a horrid Medley in Religion : 
But which us yet matter of greater won- 
der, during the time that thoſe Barbari- : 
ans made bavock of the Roman Empire | 


Rome 
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' Rome, to the end that he might proſe- 
lyte and bring over to himſelf the former, 
zo wit, the Pagans, permitted them to 
entermingle many of their own Super({t- 
ons with (hriſttanity, content that they 

ſhould only change the names of their falſe 
Deities zxts thoſe of the bleſſed Apoftles, 
or thoſe of the Martyrs or Confteſlors of 
tbe Truth 5 it betng ever proper to Error 
read:ly to entertain what-ever hath any 
. reſemblance or affunity with it ſelf : and 


foraſmmch as that Pagan People had an 


extream Veneration for their Prelates 5 


this Biſhop, who had already attain'd 


70 @ great ſway , partly , becauſe of | 


The Bi- | #he drgnity of the City wherein he had 
ſhop of \þ;; 25-4 as being eſteemed the Head 


Rome, 


rogerher of the Empire 3 and partly, in regard 


_ . of the Title of AxCH-B1SHOP, ac- 
Conf, in. quired in the ttme of Conitantine the 
tinople, 7; = : 

Alexand+ina, Antioch, and Feruſglem, did at the ſame time 
aſſume the ritle of Archb;ſhop, by conceſſion from Conſtan- 
tine, when he tranſlared rhe ſeat of his Empire ro Con- 
ftantinople, they Leing in thoſe days Dependants upon the 


Emperou1s. 
Great, 


= 


The Preface. 


Greats that he might more firmly keep | 


the hold that be had got, aſſumed to bim- | 
ſelf, not only the proud-ſwelling Title of | 
Pope 3 but likewiſe, that nothing might 
be wanting to the accompliſhment of Pra- 
phetick Prediions; his Habits of Par- 
ple and Scarlet, and Ornaments of Gold 
and Pearl, by the relation of Cardinal 
Baronius h:mſeif, Clouis the firſt Chri- 
ſtian King, ſent a ('rown of Gold to Pope 
Hormiſda, an. 5 14. . end ever from that 
time forwards thetr Ambition became 11- 
limited; the conjuniture of Times, 'the 


'l impotency and weakneſs of the Weſtern 


Emperours, and their own particular 
Civil Intereſts, having greatly contribu- 
zed to the ereftion of Papal Authority : 
And for this reaſon did that Parracide- || 
Phocas , who murdered the Emperour 
Mauritius , whereupon he uſurped the 
Empire, ſo frankly conferre upom Boni- \, 
face III. the title of Oecumenick or ) 
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Univerſal Biſhop,} zo the end that be * 


might maintain his Authority in Italy by 
WS: gs 
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Rl | EE *The Preface. ; 
fl recommendation of this ſame Eccleſiafti- 
; 
f 


cal Power, which was held with the pec- 

ple,by reaſon of thetr grofs Ignorance and 
Superſtition, in marvellous efteem: This 

Pope hereby aeclarmp that he made but | 

ſlight account of the ſaying of Gregory |, 

| the Great, his Predeteſſor, mentioned in 
Evift: 3g thts "Treatiſe, namely, That He who | 1 
#5.4. ; ſhould aſſume to himſelf the title of F 
_ 4 Univerſal Biſhop, ſhould be the Fore- |. 
tib.,,* runner of Antichriſt ; hat that name 
' ot Blaſphemy, ſarth he elſewhere, ought | j, 
tobe far fromthe heart of Chriſtians, | 

| which robs thoſe who poſleſſe the |: 

| Priefthood;of the honour of the fame; 
when another . doth vainly affet to 

. challenge it to himſelf, that if we be 

| accefſary tothe maintaining heteof,we 

| by ſo doing, corrupt the Faich of the 

Ep. 24 whole Church; becauſe, (as he adds) 
lib. 6 if there be one only Biſhop called Uni- 
verſal, the whole Church muſt needs 

be ruived, in the ruine of. that .one 
Univerſal, Butthe Popes were never 

| tardy 
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'The Preface: - 
tardy-in cloſing with offered advantages3 
nor in engroſſug of them upon ſuch fair 
emergent opportunities 3 thetr Intereſts 
betng, as hath been obſerved, interwoven 
and twiſted with thoſe of Secular Princes : | 
Such was'the liberality of Pepin, and of 
the Emperour Charles' the Great, wbo 
upon other .confiderations beſtowed uhor 
them the Lieutenanty of Ravenna, and 
the City of Rome, that they were in pro- 


I ceſr of time by them effeftnally promoted 


to Temporal Monarchies and Princiþa- 
littes. | | 
; 1n this ſo horrible a confuſion the title 


"of Archbiſhop, which was given to none 


but thoſe of Rome, Conſtantinople, A- 
lexandria, Antioch, and Jeruſalem, as 
will appear hereafter, was aſſumed by the 
Biſhops of the Metropolitan Ctzer, as 
ſucceeding therein to the Pagan Arch- | 
Priefts, /the-as Infer:iour Biſhops, to 
their Prieſts 5 aſwell in this, that they 
wore,after their example, a white Mitre 


enriched with Gold and Pearl, as in that 
B they 


The Preface. 
they confurm'd to them tn the exerciſe 0 
an exorbitant Poner : for we blame not 
berein a lawful and well regulated Titfe,f, 
nor yet an external Badge of dignity inf, 
the Heads of Order, ſo it be free from|. 
worldly pomp and vanity, and onely( 
uſed as matter of Order and Decency, ac- 
cording to which the Apofile exhorts that ſſ 
all things be done mz the Church, But 
contrariwwiſe ſo far were they fram con- 
taining of themſelves.there, that nothing 
might be wantang to atotal depravation, | 
their ſhaven and unmarried Preefts have 
affefted to imitate thoſe of the Goddeſs | 
Cybelleo, or thoſe of the Goddeſs Jeles ; 
the Religious have :n @ manner ſucceed- 
ed the Veſtal Virgins 3 therr holy Wa- 
-[, ger to the Luſtral: and it 15,not i2þroba= 
8. ble that their Purgatory,according ta the 
' deſcription which thoſ. of the Romiſh 


hoy us of it, hath been likewiſe 


deviſed according to the model of that 

arſcrtbed:by Virgil in the 6th Book of ns 

AXneides; and to the great diſparage- 
ment ' 


riſe 0 


we not 
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from 
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Y, AC= 
that 


But 
 CO- 
thing 
ton, 
have 
Jaeſs 
ſes ; 


'The Preface, 
rent of the Chriſtan Religion, which" we 
annot mention without extream condo+ 
ency,have the Images of Saints been ſub- 
Hituted tn the room of Pagan Idols; which 
imatation of them, they array with ſum- 
tuaus apparel,cromn with garlands hiſs, 
offer incenſe tos preſent with Tapers,and 
burning Lamps 5 dud. after the ſame e%+ 
ample cagry about upon thetr ſhoulders ; 
nſamuch that in ſtead of demoliſhing of 
tbe Pantheon, they have repaired tt uns 
der andther name * 5 and. ſo far are they 


ave paganized Chriſtians, Jt were an- 
-aſie matter, might we here expatiate to 


fake thoſe things more fully and exattly 


fo. appear 5 as likemiſe how that many, 
wen great and learned perſons in the" 
Church of Rome, do unanimouſly accord 
in the caſe 3. and baving loft all ſhame, do 
glory in this ſame Mymmick and. Apiſh 
ubſtitution: but what hath been ſaid may 
uffice as. 1t were by the. way, plainly &- 


. Jnough to diſcover them. 
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'The Preface. 
+  Like-as Pagan Idolatry and Superſii- 
econ hath been the cauſe of ſuch a prodigi- 
ous extravapanty,we might likewiſe with 

: no ſmall probability aſſert, that the Fol- 
lowers of Matcion, Arrius, Neftorius, 

: Eutiches and other Hereticks., who 

; marr d or deftiroyed the - Orthodox Do- 

'" Arine concerning the Humanity of Jeſus 

« (Coriſt, were the Authors or Abettors 0 

z Tranſubſtantiation,and thoſe that made 
' way for the entrance of that groſs opinton, 
' which 5 a ſtone of ſtumbling both to 

Jews and Mahometans, and the main 

obſtacle that foreftalls their cloſure with 

| the Truth of the Goſpel 5 witneſs on that 

behalf the famous Averrhoes, who ſaid,}| , 

He never found any Religion moref}, 

abſurd,than thar of choſe who pretend 

\to make their own God, and then to q 

eat him, This ts the reaſon why thence-|| | 

*. forth taking up a reſolution, he cryes out, 

I would RR chuſe to die, and thatf x 
my foul might be with the Philoſo- f 
phers, than to have any communionſ” 

| with 


” ain 


== | the Faithful,thss being no other than wh4t. , 


ence- 
out, 
that 
loſo- 


nion 
with 


'The Preface; 
with the Chriſtian Coramunion,” 
IVhereunto may well be added, what ws | 
reported by Sieur de Boulaye le Goux, 
in bis Travels, namely that himſelf and 
bus companions, .all Chriſtians, being by 
the Turks immur d in ſome certain Pri-. 
on inNatolia, ſuffered many affronts and 
injurtes from them, who unto the reſt ſu= 
peradded this as the ſevereſt of all, that. 
they were the Diſciples and Worfhippers / 
of (Mange Dieu) the Breaden God, _ 
Theſe many tumultuary Revolutions 

and fearful Diſturbances that befel the 
Church, which ſhall be noted hereafter, 
ſhould not, totwithſtanding , ſcandalize 


+ ER 


was foretold 3 and we know what that 
dreadful Commation of our Lord u touch- 
ing the removing of the Candleſtick Rev-2-5, 
gut of his place, zn thoſe (hurches which © 
aid not continue in their firſt works: and 
that of” St. Paul in his Epiſtle to the Rom- 1. 
Romans, whom conſidering as proſelyted ours 
from Gentiliſme ; and upon that account 

| B 3 calling 


The Frence. 
calling them the Branches of a wild 
Olive-tree; .who were tranſplanted and 

Gen.12.3/ngraffed into the genuine and true O- 

owes + live, namely JESus CHRIST, deſcended 

& 26.4. \8f the Jews according to the fleſh, in}. 

Rom.s, ſwhom all the Promiſes were made to the 

+ 3 | | Fathers; He declares unts them, that tn 

' { caſe they ſhould througb ſupercilious predle 

| Jand ambition,magmpie and over-advance 

Athemſelues abvue the native branches, 

MM | *Jwho for their ſakes were broken off, they 

"FF iphr juſtly expect the like entertain- 

Ji ment and non-inaulpence, | 
But that which i yet more conſiderable || 11 
z,the grand A poſidcy and defedtion which | ti 

'» theSpirit of God has advertiſed us ſhould |jo 

' *2The1-2- happen under the manifeſtation of the Man || &: 

» Tim.q, Of Sin,baving been pleaſed in drvers plas | rh 

ot | * "ces tomotifie to us, both the time of his la 

we Riſe ,and the place of his Reſidence 3 the || 

TH | colour of bu Apparel," the number of bis |'e 

. Name, the nature of his DoRrine, even 

. 70 the very leaſt Circumſtances which may 

any wiſc tend to a particular deſigna- 
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The Preface. 
tion of bim to the end that be niioht be 
arſcerned when exhibited, and fellowſhip 
with hin ſhunned, as being of all things 
in the world the moſt peſtilential. | 
. St; Paul informs 15 ;- that in his time 2 


work , and that that which ſhould hinder 


The: 
% 7, &C, 


the Myſtery of Iniquity ould begin to * 


M's manifeſtation ſhould be the then pre+ 
vatling Power in the Earth, upon whoſe 
rumes the Kingdom of Antichriſt fbould | 


| 


| 


i erefted : And it is very probable that {| 
thes was the main Reaſon why the prim- il 


twe Chriſtians ever were ſo 1mportunate | 
ntheir prayers to'God for the preferva- | 
tran of the Roman Empire, as wiſely | 
ſoreſeeing that the deſiruttion and over- | 
throw thereof would produce a lamentable. 
rivolution in_the Church, and the reve- 
{aion of that Man of Sin, whereof with- 
rut all doubt they had ſome previous ad- 


vertiſement grven them by the Apoſile 3 
fir in the ſame Chapter where that Pro- 
Precy 4s contained, he beſpeaks them thus; 
Yiknow what withholdeth, &c. and 
B 4 —reMmem- -, 
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| [waſtion of the Antient Doftaurs of the 


Vid.Tet- Tertullian anſwering to @ Queſtion by 
oe 29: himſelf propounded m the caſe , What 


loget cap k : : 
32-& ad elſe is this, ſaith he, than the Romar 


capu 
CaÞ. I. 


_—_ ſelf thus, Antichriſt ſhall pot appez'| ! 


0fs 


The Preface. 
—remember you not that when I was 
yet with you, I told ye theſe things : 
Where, out of a holy prudence, he expreſ- 
ſeth himſelf in a covert.manner, leſt otber- 
wiſe be nught expoſe himſelf to the ran- 
cour and malice both of” Potentates an 
People, who were already but too much 
fomented and incenſed into an oppoſition 
zo the Faithful, Thais us the very per 


—_——— FLY 


[ 


Church touching this matter, ſome of whoſe 
Teſtimonies, m regard of the tmportance 
of the ſubjebt, and for juſtification of our 
own ſenſe therein, we ſhall here ſubjoys. 


Ped Lf) we ao LH A ©. ww A a. 


_ fing themſelves into ren ſeveral King- 
doms, ſhall gain Followers to Anti 
Chriſt 2 and then ſhall that Wicked be 
revealed, St. Jerome expreſſeth him - 


c 
C 
Empire, whoſe Apoſtate-party diſper| £ 
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 ThePreface: 

and the Nations revolt from it ; that 

which St. Pau/ durit not ſpeak openly, 

for tear leſt. by ſo doing he might have 

accelerated upon the Church a Perſe- 

cution , which was then but newly 

hatched, Sz. Chryſoſtome gives the Chryſoft 

ſame reaſon for its For (ſaith he) as long #" 2754ſ- 

as the dread of that great Empire ſhall Vide Am 

continue, nooperſon will with his good —_ w— 

will ſubmit himſelf to Antichriſt ; but ja mare. 

when that ſhall be once overthrown, #74#: ay 

he ſhall poſſeſs himſelf of the vacant CinrDei, 

Empire, and uſurp Dominion over #5: :0. 

both God and man. nes 
Furthermore; That ts well worthy of 

our conſideration which the beloved Diſ- 

ciple of our Lord teacheth us m bis firſt 


general Epiſtle, namely, that in the laſt rJohn z, 


time ( for thus he deſcribes the Goſpel- ** 
Oeconomy, /nce we ought not to expect 
any other ) in which they bad learn, that 


m4 Antich, ſhould appear,there were already 
'| many Antichriſts;and ſuch in effett were 


Ebion and Cerinthus, who taught that 


© Jes 


2 The 


The Preface. 
Jeſus Obriſt was not the Son of God, nor 
co-eſſential-with the Father 5 theſe would 
have defliroyed his Divinity : and he who 

Foould by way of eminency, bear the name 
of Antichriſt, being, as the ſame Apo- 
File teacheth, puaded by the very ſelf-ſame 
ſpirit of impiety and error, ſhould endea- 
our, what in hin lies, the ruine of the 
irath of bis Humanity, the glory of his 
Royalty, te dignity of bt Prieſthood; 
and the excellency of his Prophecy and 
indeel what leſs can be ſaid of him whots 
repreſented to us as the perſon that ſhould 
oppoſe himſelf to all that is called 


* God, or is worſhipped ? and that even 


zo the being ſeated in the Temple of 
God, that is ro ſay( according as all the 
Fathers do mterpret it ) the Church of 


Chriſt; which may grue us to wiider- | 


ftand, atcording to the dialeft of Holy 
Scripture, that he ſhall therein preſide, 
and exerciſe a Soveratyn and Abſolute 
Dominion, demeaning himſelf as if he 
were God, But let us ſee how the you 
an 
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T 'The Preface, 

and famous Lights of Antiqmiy have 
expreſſed themſelves in reference bereun- 

zo : behold how S. Chryſoftom ſpeaks, chryc.in 
nh inthe Temple of God, not that 2 Theſz. 
which is in Jeruſalem, but in the Tem- mo 
ame | ple of the Churches. And Theodoret Theodor 
tea. | more particularly , The Apoſtle calls [3,2 
the | che Temple of God, the Churches, Decter. 
bis © wherein Antichriſt ſhall poſſeſs himſelt 

od; I of the firſt and chief place, command- 

znd | ing that he be therein — 
pts I for a God, But S.Auguſtin infirvis us, 
ld © herein yet farther,Shall his ſeat be, ſazth Civ.Des, 
led |} be, uponche ruines of the Temple of{::2<-19 
en | Solomon, or rather ſhall it not bein the 17. pres 
of || Church ? for the Apoſtle would never *urenr- 
tbe || have called the Temple of God, the jn 7747 
of || Templeofa Devil : and therfore ſome 2. . 7ho- 
er- WM conceive Antichriſt to be a Prince with = = 
ly il 2 ___ company of attendants, and ibid. &c. 


le ;udge that it were more proper to pro- T 457% 
0 Chin: proper to pro: ! | 


te © nounce in the Latin, as it is in the,” 
Greek+[ into] the Temple of God,and I Tem- 
not [#3] the Temple of God 3 in that ?/7>"0n 


in templa 
he 
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"The Preface: | 
he ſhal be ſeated, as if himſelf were the 
Temple of God, himſelf the Church. 
What will this be other then to expel 
our Lord Jeſus (hriſt his Chair * and to 
deny that he 1s come in the fleſh to be King 
and Head of the Church? to wilify his 
Prieſthood ? and to deride his ſacred 


. Dottrine with anoleſs then Diabolical 


Impudency. 


— This moreover ſhould be a ſign of bts 
Rev-17- coming , namely, that ten Kings ſhall be- 


ntoreign at the ſame time, having all 
one and the ſame (ounſel, and ſhall give 
their Power and Authority to the Apo- 
calyptick Beaſt, which ts.repreſented to 
us drunk with the blood of the Saints, 
and with the blood of the Martyrs of 
Jeſus 3. and in all probability it ts not 


{| without ſome ſpecial import that the Holy 
/ | Ghoft doth ſo plainly diſtinguiſh the Wit- 


neſies of the Truth into rwo Bands, but 


\ | that we are to underſtand by the one,thoſe 
whoſe blood was ſhed under the Pagan 
} Emperours ; by the ather, thoſe whoſe 


blood 
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'The Preface. 
blood ſhould be in like manner ſilt and 
poured out under the Tyranical Reign of 
the grand Enemy of Feſus Chriſt, 

Eds Reſidence is alſo noted to bein the 
great City, /c:tuated uffon ſeven Moun- 
rains, which in St, John's time reigned 
over the Kings of the Earth, which ſpi- 
ritually- is called Sodom and Egypt, 


where alſo our Lord was crucified in }. . + 


the perſon of his members ; and ſpiritual | 
Babylon which God exhorts his People to 


come out of 3 leſt being partakers of her g,,;,,, 


fins, they might likewiſe receive of her 
plagues. Ye are informed alſo, that 
that great Whore ſhould be arrayed 
with Purple ayd S carlet,and deck d mth 
Gold and precious ſiones, having upon ber 
head a name written, MYSTERY; 
whereby 5 inſinuated to us, that there 


. ſhould be nothing in ber but what 1s al- 


together ſecret and myſterious, or at leaſt 
pretended to be ſuch : The number of his 
name 6 6 6, 7zs another Riddle (77 the 
Myitery of Iniquity) which we leave - 
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The Breface: 


| be read by any that liſt to.undertake it 5 
; [whatever the interpretation of 1t be, whe- 
Iren. ad \ther what Irenzus & others gather from 
_ th he numeral value and ſipnification of | 
s.cag-25 the. Greek Charadters, gafuvc, Latine, 


© 30: bor ſomemhat elſe. 
Finally; This Mother of Fornicati- S. 


ons. zr. repreſented to us, baving. in her 

Rey.r7. ahband a GoldenCup full of Abominati- 
ONS, and filthineſ(s of her Fornication, 

for.- our further inſiru&ion, namely, that 

be ſaould. propound and. obtrude ſuch 

wes 45. carried with them ſome out= 

mard decorum, a gilded and ſpeczous out= 

fide, and of ſuch an enchanting quality 

and influence, as that all the Kings and 

People-inthe Earth ſhall rum after , yy 

drink. of this her envenomed Cup : And 

that which obliegeth us to. ſtand more 

ſtrifily upon our guard, ts. Feſus Chriſt's 

Mar. 24. Prediction, that many ſhould, come in 
23, &c, his Name, and. ſay, Lohereis Chriſt, 

or, lothere is Chriſt, but that we ſpould 

not believe it 3 that thoſe Impoſtars ſbould 

WE Et aſpire 


The Preface: 
aſpire to teach in his Name; and make 
oſtentatiez of therr extraordinary gifts, 
mock-miracles,and Exorciſms, zn caſt- 
ing out of Devils by bis Authority 5 to- 


Iwhom notwithſtanding he ſhould infallibly 


ay, to their everlaſting confuſion in that 
great day whereon he 1s to judg the quick 
and the dead, Inever knew you ; de- 
part from me ye workers of iniquity. 
But behold an Advertiſement well- 
worthy of our moſt ſerious conſideration, 
which the Spirit of God hath giuen us in 


theſe terms 3 Now the Spirit ſpeaketh 1 Tin.a; 


expreſly, that in the latrer times ome 
ſhall depart from the Faith , *givin 
themſelves up to ſeducing Spirits a 
doctrines of Devils, ſpeaking lies in 
hypocriſie, having their conſciences 
cauterized ; forbidding to marry, and 
commanding to abſtain.from meats, 
which God hath created for them 
which believe and know the Truth, 
to be received with thankſgiving : 
Henceforth a Believer ſhould be greatly 
[41% 


'The Preface. 
Aefictent to his duty, ſhould he not nar- 
rowly examine all theſe Circlnſtances 
and-Marks of that grand Apoſtacy and 
Defeftton, whereof God hath given ſo ac- 
turate and exath an enumeration; and 
arm himſelf with matter both of (aution 
#nd Confidence,where-ever he ſhall chance 

to meet with them 3 reſolving to ſhun the 
company of all that bear thoſe Marks in 
therr foreheads, or bear any curſed con- 
formity thereunto; Chriſtians, 
as many, of you as embrace the Faith 
of a ſtranger, if ye belong indeed to the 
Flock of the Lord Jeſus, hearken to the 
John 19. pjce of that good Shepherd, and know 
that his Prophetick Spirit hath not de- 
clared thoſe things unto us in vam; 
rake occaſion from hence to plorifie God, 
who hath made known unto us his Coun- 

. fels in his Word, wherein whatſoever 1s 

Rom. 15. ,g7tarned was written for our inftruCti- 
'* -- on,that we through patience and com- 
fort of theScriptures might have hope. 

There be who conceal the truth of thoſe 

| Oracles 
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Iiſtcuction in Righteouſneſs, that the 


The Preface: 

Oracles of God, fomenting in you mas 

lictous prejudices againſt Ru as do tn 
rictneſi adhere thereunto : They tell you 

that the Word of the living God is no 

more.than a dead letter, whereas it 5 

no leſs than the veryPower of God un- - 

to Salvation to every one that believeth; © 

that it #5 obſcure, notwithſtanding what 

the Royal Prophet hath taught us, name- 

ly, that ut # alamptoour feet, and a —_ 

light unto our paths 5 and, that Man 8c. $ez 

after God's own heart hath employed the ahi Hy 

greateſt part of his Divine Hymns in © 

magnifyimg of thoſe Celeſtial Rayes, and 

that Admirable Splendour which is uni- 

werſally refulgent in all its parts, They 

preſume moreover to tax1t of Imperte- 

Qion and Inſufficiency 3 notwithſtand- 

zng thoſe glorious ſurpaſſing Elogies given 

zt by the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 238 

$.Paul, namely, that 24 zs inſpired of ups 34 

God, and is profitable for Docrine, * 

for Reproof, for Correction, and for 


man 


The Preface. - © 
man of God may be perfe& and the 
, rowly furniſhed to every good work 
 . They alledge that it is not the commo 
.peoples part to reade it; albeit on 
Lord. Jeſus Chriſt hath ſaid in expreſ 
John 5. terms, Search diligently the Scriptures 

9. ; $M 

for in them ye think ye have eterna 
lite, and they are they that teſtifie © 
AQS 17: me 3 whence the Jews of Berea are com- 
mended for giving of themſelves to con- 
' ference and reading of the Scriptures ; 
LOIOO! as Timothy likewiſe, whom the Apoſtle 
| gives this advantagious Teſtimony to, 
that from a Child he had known the 
holy Scriptures, They foreſtall you 
with a diſrelifhing prejudice and aver- 
ſation to ſuch as profeſs a ſequacious obe- 
dience to the Word of Truth, eſpouſing 
the fame for their only Canon and Rels, 
both of Faith and manners, as if they 
were the very filch and off-ſcouring of 
« Cor.x, the world , not conſidering that God 
27,28. hath choſen weak things, .yea things 
contemptible and deſpiſed, to confound 
| the 
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The Preface. 
the things that are mighty. Tey tel 
you that the Company of ſuch Profeſſours 

#5 but ſmall and inconfiderable ; but 
yet,be it known unto them, they are thoſe 
to whom Jeſus Chriſt bath ſaid, Fear nor £*ke 123 
little Flock, for it is your Fathers good * * 

leaſure to give you the Kingdom 
and how little reckoning ſoever they make 
of them, yet are they nevertheleſs the 
Children of that Woman of Wonder who 
#5 repreſented to us in the Revelation, 
having the Sun for a garment, the Stars mow _ 
for a Crown, and the Moon for a foot. * * 
ſtool : whereby. 1s given us to under- 
JO ſtand that foe 1s priviledged and exalted 
above the inconjiancy and wolubility of 

things here below, apgainf| whom the 

Pug Dern hath — = Floods of 
; 7 Water, that is to ſay in a Prophetick 

Y fſlile, bath flirr d up the People and Na- 
od || #10ns of the Earth to wage War with her, , 
\os | 94 to devour hey 3 but God hath given : 
S her Wings, that ſhe might flee into the 
place which I hath prepared for 
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The Preface. 
her, to be there fed during the thouſand 
two hundred and threeſcore prophetick 
dayes, wherein the Truth of God ſhall 
be declared by the Witnefles cloarhed 


_ In Sackcloth 5 by which dayes, accord- 
7ng to the uſual fignification of ſuch terms 


zn holy Writing, 1s notified to us the time 


\ that the Perſecution of the Church under 


the Reign of Antichriſt ſpould continue, 
as by that forelorn Apparel, the ſlight 
Entertainment which the Word of God 
and the Publiſhers thereof ſhould meet 
withal in and from the World. 

If then there be in you any good inclt- 


nation, take beed that ye ſtifle it not to . 


your own miſery and confuſion 5 abandon 
your Errors, and come rank your ſelves 
amongſt the Children of tht King; 
come and embody with them into the Come 
zunton of the King of Glory his Spouſe, 
whoſe beauty 1s internal, borrowing no- 
thing from earthly pomp -or ornament : 
Come, but not by ſtealth as Joſeph of 
Arimathea3 nor yet by night only, as 


Nico- 
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Nicodemus 3 but rather, after their 


k example, afhamed of ſuch reproachful pu- 


fillantmity and cowardiſe 3 Come, even 
then when he u perſecuted to the wery 
Croſs ,to remand and reſcue his Body My 
ſtical ; may your heart, which before poſ- 
ſibly reſembled that Rock out of which our 
Lord's Tomb was hewen, become a heart 
of fleſh, and a fitting-Repoſitory for the 
ſame, that from reſt and repoſe as yet 
afforded it therein, it might appear to the 
World that ye have ſo far intereſſed your 
ſelves in its defence, as that none can 
henceforth doubt but that your ſelves are 
a part of that facred Corporation, Let the 
example of thoſe two goodly per ſonapes 
animate you unto the like generous reſo- 
Lutions 3 and ſee that ye prefer or over- 
rate not your wordly advantages, which 
ye fear ye ſhall loſe by the means 5 for 
are ye Counſellonrs, men rich and honour- 


able ? ſuch was Joleph of Arimathea : 


O7 principal Dottors in your Community 23.59. 


(very Maſters in your Iſrael) f ſuch was) 
| 5 Nico- 
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The Preface. 
Nicodemus : yet did thoſe count all 


things but loſs and dung for the excellency i 


of the knowledge of (hrijt Jeſus : all the 


hatred and contempt of | thoſe of their 


own Nation 5 the ſcorn and mockery of 
Infidels ; the rage and fury both of the-one 


and the other, could not reſtrain them 


from glorifying of God, nor aſſuciating 
themſelves with bes perſecuted Church, 
even then when ſhe ſeen d deſtitute of all 
ſuccour and refuge. Shall earthly ad- 
vantages be dearer to you than Heavenly 
ones © Know ye not that terrible threat 


of our Lord, that he will ſpue the Luke- 


Rey.3.16 warm out of his ſacred mouth © and that 


the fearful and unbelievers, &c. ſhall be 


Rev.21.8 expell' d the holy Jefuſalem, .and thrown 


AA, « 
Mark 9, 


JS. 


headlong into the Lake burning with fire 
and brimſtone © For whoſoever { ſaith 
be ) ſhall be aſhamed of me, and of my 
words in this adulterous and finfull 
generation, of him alfo ſhall the Son 
of man be aſhamed when he cometh 
iQ che glory of his Father, with the ho- 


ly 
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The Preface. 
ly Angels, and, Whoſoeyer ſhall con- 


feſs me before men, him will I con- 
feſs alſo before my Father which is in 
Heaven 3 but whoſoever ſhall deny 
ne before men, him will I alſo deny | 
before my Father which is in Heaven, 

It 1s not ſufficient then that we believe 

vith the heart unto Righteouſneſs, Rom. to; 
Iug we muſt likewiſe conteſs with the © 
nouth unto Salvation, Think not that 

the example of David, in retiring tothe rSam. 2x 
louſe of the Philiſtines for ſhelter from "2732 '4 
Perſecution, will bear you excuſed, he ha- 

ung his own private reaſons for juſtifi- 

ration "of himſelf} 1n that particular 3 

And as touching his counterfeiting him- 

lf a mad-man among ſt them, that was 

!ure expence of reputation 3 ſo that ins 

fead of any warrant from thence , ye. 


{at T5, 
32433» 


hould take pattern by the extravagan- 
ces of Superſtition and Errour, to the 
niſerable jeopardy and hazard of your 
eernal intereſt 3 which one conſideration 
ciht 'to ſtrike you with horrour and 


dread, 
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dread, and deter you from the commiſſion Y* 
of ſuch an heinous and prejudicial piece St 


of cowardiſe, Slight not then the whol- I &* 
ſome Admonitions which are here gruen | 
Fudg 16. you 5 benceforth rejett ſpiritual Delilah, Nl © 
we may who having once ſhaved off your hair, Ti 
well fay quite emaſculating and overpouring of WW" 


har the , 
frevgth you, and by deprees reducing you into a © 


of the z27ſerable ſlavery , hath alſo pluckt out © 


i{tian ; 
_— the eyes of your underflanding, and in BC 


wu fine led you in triumph into the Temple of t 

ache Seperſtition : (ut all thoſe Philiſtine- ©.) 

_ rionably cords aſſunder with the ſacred Sword of If © 

it —_— the Spirit,the IVord of God ; anoint your | | 

5th and Eyes with that admirable Eye-ſalye 3 
th ages, 


wheias and then ſhall ye be more happy, than 


every one Sampſon who loſt his Life (where many 
= _ have loſt therr Inocency) m the Temple of | 


himſ@f, Idols 5 ye foall depart out of that of Er- 


gs ror with glory and triumph, and be tran. 


Monaſtic ſlated into the Liberty of the Chilgren 
life, wh of God : What an happy exchange w:ll 


contribu 
ted nora 


little to the fu:tkerance of Superſtition and Errour. 
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ye findit? whenin ſtead of Wood and 


Stone which they preſent you with, to- 


gether with I know not what numerous 


Reliques of Saints , Cords of St. Fran- 
cis, Scapularies, hallowed Grains, and 
Tatters of Moncks , and many things 
more of no better value 5 ye ſhall feed up- 
on the living Bread of the Word of God 3 
and ſuck of the ſacred Breafts of his 
Conſolations > hen ye ſhall ſeekno 
longer for the Living to the Dead, (as 


ye bave done hitherto, with thoſe of whons 


God complains by the mouth of one of his 
Prophets ) but to the Law, and to the 7, ; 
Teſtimony ; to the Urim, and to the zo. ; 
Thummim, that x to ſay, to the Light 

of the Old Teſtament, and to the Perfebtt- 

on of the New, which ſhall conduct you to 

Him who liveth for ever and ever, and #12. 
zo JES us the Mediator of the New- * 
Covenant, whoſe Blood ſpeaketh better 
things than that of Abel? What Foy ! 
when God (hall no more be as a Barba- 
rian-zo you ? and they fhall no more be+ 


ſpeak. 


Iſa-8.20. © 
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| 'T he Preface. 
"ſpeak you in Latine 5 a Language, which 
the greateſt part of you underſtand, nat s 
. yea, a ſign of Wrath threatened by Gog 
1Cor.14, £0 1s People, as 5 recorded by the Apoſtle 
21,22. Paul zn that excellent Chapter (1 Cor, 
I4.) which may ſuffice wholly to ſubvert 
ſuch a monſiruous and faulty procedure ; 
With what abhorrency will ye then loath 
that curſed Tradition of Men, which 
like that of the Phariſees, taxed by our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt m the Gofhel , hath 
Mark 7. qg;ſannulled the Comandment of God ? 


. "I" Then ſhall ye ſoon acknowleds, that from 


the, beginning it was not ſ03 and that 
all thoſe humane Obſeruvances, bred in 
the night of Exrour and Ignorance, which 
are ether taught or practiſed by you, 
have nat the leajt affinity with the {1m1pli- 
city and purity of the Ancient Chriftan 
Religion, Herein the enſuing Treatiſe 


#! actount of the Riſe and Progreſs of ſo 


many 


will be greatly ſubſeroient and aduanta- | 
grous to you, which doth by way of Com- | 
'/ ] pendor Breviary preſent you with atrue 


The Preface. 


| many fatal and unhappy Innovations 3 


zo the end that ye may percerve and a- 
wouch, that how ſþecionus ſoever they be, 

et there 1s not any thing more baſe 

and deſpicable. But briefly, if” ye care- 
fully traverſe the Will and Teſtament of 
your Heavenly Father, namely, the holy 
Scriptures, ye ſhall eaſily know and ac- 
knowledge, how widely ye have deviated 
from that Canon of Truth, befiaes or 
apainſt which, if a very Angel trom * way- 
Heaven /hould goſpel * unto you, he Y*x* W- 
ought to be with you accurſed : For thi 5 . 
reaſon, if ye will be perſwaded torank 
and enter your ſelves into the ſoctety of 
thoſe who wholly and preciſely adhere 
thereunto, owning and uſing it for the on- 
ly Compaſs, whereby they regulate both 
matters of Faith and the order of Divine 
Worſhip, ye ſhall undoubtedly be con- 
ſtrained to ſay with the Patriarch Jacob, 
——Surely the Lord is io this place, 
and we knew it not. How dreadtul is 
this place ! this is none other but the - 

: _ Houſe 


Gen. 283. 
I6,17» 


'The Preface: 
Houſe of God ! this is the Gate of 
Pſalm) Heaven. ——may our feet ſtand with 
122.2, inthy Gates,O Jeruſalem, ; 
A's for you Believers, wbom God hath 
wvouchſafed to congregate already into thi 
Sheep-fold of the Lord Feſus 5 ratifie th 
truth and purity of that Dofrine which|K 
ye profeſs, with holineſs and integrity off 
life, that thoſe who obey not the IVord,p 
may be won without the Word, by your 
truly Chrigtian Converſation, Make it 
. appear to them that ye are no-enemtes to 
' good works, which ye are wrongfully 
\ charged with 3 ſince we teach that thoſe 
' are the produtts of the Holy Ghoſt 5 by 
/ thoſe God ts glorified 5 by thoſe our neigh- 
bours are earfied 3. and thoſe be infallible 
| marks and teſtimonies of our Eleition, 


I 
| 
iY 
8 | 
q ' 
(| 
*tl: 
4 
+ 


and the way leading to the Kingdome of 
Heaven, If we thus fruitfully trade iþ 
the Talent received from the bounteous 
liberality of God our Soveraign Maſter, 
he will ſuperadd many ET crown in 


as the firſt fruits of our new graces, and 
blef. 


oo «te 


Ps 19 


The Preface, 1 
Tate olÞ/eſ/ings, and becauſe he is faithful who 
d withalſo hath ſo promiſed, will another day 
mn and remunerate them with all his | 
od hatlWHeavenly Glory , and the mexpreſſible 
nto theffoyes of a bleſſed Immortality, and that 
fie theſh,pon: the account not of any merit of con=; 
' whichKdignity but purely a compaG of grace 
Tity offpnd mercy ; /ince of a truth, as the ways | 
[Vord,f fin u death, as the great Apoſile and 
y yourDoGtor of the Gentiles hath taught us, ſo 


lake ithe gift of God is eternal lite, through -—_ 


ztes toflſeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
ofrllyfl Now, To the Father who hath from all 
t thoſe REternity appointed ſo great and glorious 
} 5 byſſe Salvation for us in his Sons Tothe . 
nezgh-BSon, who hath with his precious Blood 
allibleynerited and procured that Salvation 5 
on, And to the Holy Ghoſt, who applieth the 
”e of Rſame, ſealing us up thereunto, and giving 
trade pus thereof infallible aſſurances 3 To thoſe 
tous Three glorious Perſons. of the thrice-holy 
aſter, fland ſacred Trinity, one onely true God, 
wn in fibleſſed for ever, be Praiſe, Honour and 
, and (Glory , Power, Dominion and Kjngdom, 
blef. 24 hence- 


'The Preface. | 


benceforth, even from everlaſting to ever 


Rev. 22- faſting. Amen, Come, Lord Jeſus, f 

" - come, Amen, + Es of 

| ' N "I 7 

aaa eaoeang | 

Y x Cor. 3. 12,13. bl 


——f any man build on this Foundation, f 
Gold, Silver, Precious Stones 5 Wood, fl 4 
Hay, Stubble; every man's Work t 
ſhall be made manifeſt : for the Day ; 
ſhall declare it, &c.. £5 f 


M—— m_ _ 
em n— —— 


1 ertullanm his Apologre 
for Chriſtians, chap.6. 


} 
| Ell me, Where « your Religi- 
on ? Where is that Reverence 
whichis due from you to your Fathers? 
Whom ze are become ſo exceedingly | 
Wi- 


eVer 


| eſus, 


unlike to, in your habit, in your courſe 
of life, in' your manners, in your 
opinions ,and finally in your language? 
Ye ſtill applaud Antiquity, and yet 
daily. engroſs Novelties ; thus whilſt 


ye, as much as poſsibly ye can,deviate 


from the laudable Inſtitutions of your 
Anceſtors, ye plainly diſcover, that of 
the things by them eſtabliſhed, ye re- 
tain only that which is of no value, 
foraſmuch as ye rejeft that which is. 
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BORE He defire of being inform'd 
—Y by what means and de- 
MY . 'grees the Chrijitan Reli- 
YZ Brees 
SIT:  g70iz, is become degene- 
T- rate from ics ancient 
purity 5 what Ceremonies 
have been introduc'd in- 
| - to itz and upon what 
Foundations thoſe have been raiſed ,; 
mherein all the Romifs Religion doth at 
this day conſiſt, is a piece of curioſity, not 
leſs fruicfull, than delighefull z In purſuic 
MWof which, ferting afide many and. divers 
FP” | tos s, litigious Controverſtes, fabu- 
ous Narratives, .and the vanicyof ſpari- 
ous Books ; our: purpoſe is co abridge,and 
Y by way of ſuccin& memorial to repreſent, 


Y according co the genuine truth of cy : 
by —_—y 


A Treatiſe of 
che origiaal of the prime Ceremonies whid: 
have been bred and broached from tinffſgor 
to time ſucceſſively, eſpecially cill aboſWTh' 
fix bundred years, attec the Nativity of -oufiche 
Lord Jeſus! Ctirift ; for from chat tine ; 
forwards, Syperftition driving on with a ful of | 
Sail, did ſo quickly and withall ſo general x72 
ly ſpread it ſelf, that ſcarcely was ther 
diſcernable che leaſt craQR of crue Chriſti 
. anity. When thoſe grand ArchiteQs an( 
Maſter-builders,” whoni God had fingled 
out to theApoftleſhip, had built.the Santty 
ary upon. that only Foundation” aint; chit 
Corner-Stone,'Chrift; there was not i 
che whole Fabrick,Bar nor Backle which 
did not exa&ly correſpond <o.the Pattert 


ſewed them fromthe Heavenly Mount, Fhelfl C 
Declaration of the grace of God whieh bring 
etb ſalvation to all Men; Worſkipping effifl 
Him, through one only Mediator 3 Bapti-Wf « 
.zing with Water urto the Remiſſion of Sin 3 v 


Communicating in commemoration of 
the Lord's death, under rhe ewo Signs of 
Bread and Fine; finging of Hyns, and 
Pſalms of thanksgiving ; Reading of the 
Holp Scriptures in a known tonghe, © c. was 
"all the Ancient Religion : Then was acknow-, 
tedged 'no' objef? f adoration, other then | 
God ; nor Interceſſor than-Chrift; nor Expi- 

ay | 


H 


Ancient Ceremonies. B 


whit atory Sacrifice, than that of his Death; - * 
nor 7#{ification other than through Faith: 
There was not a word then of an Altar: at 
che Supper ; nor of Images in Temples; nor 
of an Univerſal Bifpop in the Church; nor 
of Souls in Purgdtory, nor of a Pueen in * 
Heaven : Then the Spouſe of Chrift in all . 
her more glorious apparel, had no greater |; 
Ocnamenc then that fhe was without Or- ' _ 
nament;and the myftical Feruſalem inftead Rev. 27. 
W of glitcering with pompous Ceremonies, 
ſhone with purity of Dofrine, and ſanfi- 
ey of Life. But when once God had re- 
ceived up into (a higher Orb of ) glory, 
thoſe great Luminaries which did illu- ceſih.n- 
frate and beſparkle the Firmamenc of his pyud zu 
Church ; the ſacred Band of the Apoſtles ſb. lib.z. 
once removed out of this lower World ; <p: 29- 
and the Generation which had the honour 
to be the eternal Wiſdoms immediate Ear» 
witneſſes, diflodg'd of their ſecular Man- 
fjon; then was there a Door opened to 
Mungne Inventions : for thoſe who ſucceed» 
ed them in chat work, though they retain- Eaſcs: 
ed the ſame Foundation, yet did, in Read of jj, 
Gold, Silver,and precious Stones, build with cap.* 
1 704, Hay and Stubble. Howbeit the Dif« cx 77er.. 
. eaſe grew not ſo ſoon to that extremity, © 
which it afterwards acquired ; this ſo uni- 
: B- verſzl 


A Treatiſe of 
verſal and prodigious an alteration was 
not brought to pals in an inſtant, nor yet 
by one only Inftrumene; the current offi 
many Ages,the IntroduQion of new terms, 
the Pomp of Paganiſme, the weakneſs of 
Opponents, the 1gnoranee of the People, 
the connivance of their Teachers, the {up- 
preſſion of religious Books, worldly pru- 
dence, and ſuperſtitious zeal, did with 
kind of emulation contribute hereuntc, 
ereQing by little and liccle that Tower of Ew 
Babel,even to the very Pinnacle of iniqui- 

ty : and like as in Nebuchadnezar”s Sta- 

tue. the head was of gold, the arms and 

breaft of filver, the thighs of braſs, and the 

legs and feet of iron and 'eartÞ ; even fo 


; when we refle& upon the Viſage of the 


altogether pure as Gold; bue according as 


. we deſcend: to ſubſequent Ages, we may 


prom therein a plain palpable declen- | 
108 and degeneracy, until at laft we arrive | 
at an Ape of Iron, and ftuff quice different lj i 
from the firft. This Inngvation was com- 
menced from things which might have 


| been judg'd in and of themſelves, matters 


c 
ancient Church, it appears co have been} r 
e 
k 
E 
C 
1 
/ 
t 


purely indiferent,had not the ſequel prov'd | 

fatal and pernicious, they having been ad- 

vanced from an indifferency to Juperfiizion 3 | 
| ; e 


| wasfor they were for the moſt part uſefull ob- | 
Ir yetMervances for the time then being; but in 
ne offilaſter cimes i!] explained, and worſe ap- 
erms, MWplyed : They made their firlt entrance in- 
21s offBlico the Church, in the ſecond Cencury or 
2oPle, MApge thereof, that is to ſay, about che þun- © ' 
* (up- Mared and tenth year of our Redemption: 
pru- M Thoſe of chem who are the moſt remark- 
ich a Wable, do here enſue : (11 related accord- 
antc, Ming to the order of cime reſpeftively , 
er of wherein they had their riſe.) 
1qui- | 
.Sta- Anna I10. Ec 

and 
d che } T being cuſtomary with che Jews, when 
n ſo ] ever they made their ſolemn appearan* 
' the if ces before God, always to carry along with 
been them ſome preſentor otherin their hands, 
ig as if efpecially of che fraits'of the Earth, in to- 
may if ken ot homgge& acknowledgment;che anci- 
len- & enc Chriſtians,wherof a great part was deſ- 
rive ji} cended of the Fews,followed thatexample, 
rent IQ inſomuch that ac their publick Aﬀemblies, 
om- © every one brought along with him a cer- 
ave tain quantity of Bread and Wine, or © 
ters IF the firſt fruits thereof, in corn, grains or 
»'d | grapes, which wereſan&ified and:confecra- 
ad- Þ} ted co God by praver; afcerwards of this 
on ; | fame Bread and Wine they' apportion'd 
for 8 B32 one 


wdncient Ceremonies. is 


5 


f Iren. lib. 
4.cap. 32+ 


# © 


6 my YE 7 reatiſe of 
\ - one part for the Communion of the boly Sup: 


per, another was eaten in common, (for the. 


Agapes, or Love-feaſts were continued after 
che”"Days of che Apoltles) and the Sur- 
pluſage was either diſiribnted among#t the 

. þoor, or elſe did of proper right appertain 

. ÞHto,Feelefiaſtick Perſons. Thole preſents te 
CO. ſtified the devotion of the givers; inſo- 
perib. & Much that this charity beginning by de- 
Elcemoſ, grees to wax cold z the DoRors exclaim'd 
and ſeverely inveighed againſt the rich, in 
that, though themſelves brought nothing 

with them, yet they were not aſhamed to 

eat their ſhare of what was contributed 

by the poorer fort. Now the gifts thus pre- 

ſented by the People were called Offerings: 

From thence it came to pals alſo, that che 

\, Euchariſt was ſomerimes called a Sacrifice, 

tor an OÞlation ; not expiatory, bug gratu- 

latory only ; for the Fathers of that Age 
Tren. lib. ſay, that They offered to God the firſt fruits of 
4. cap 32, bis Creatures, which words .cannor. be une 
\derftood of the Body of Jeſts Chrift,how- 

beit they ſerved for a pretence afterwards, 

for changing of the Sypper into a real $q- 
Tuſtin. crifice. Amongſt the other Innovations of 


"martyr. \ Fhioſe times, ' we ſhould likewiſe recount 


defenſ.ad the mixture of Water with Wine in the Eu- 
Antonin. {chariſt, a praftice which was never autho- 
CREE: - ae hor br rized 


”- any 2) Hw_ gg 7, = 


a me a. wa JA ww ww 


"Frized either by che; Sacrarental Inſtitution, 
nor yet by Apoftolick Ordinance; It mighc 
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nevertheleſs have been colerated as a mat- 
cer of \ndifferency; but at: chis day it is 
reckoned amongit things nieceſſc 
was another. cuftome foilted in act the ſame £1ſes.1ih, 
time, for they judged it adviſable co:car- 5.cap.23. 
ry the Euchariſt to ſuch as were not prefent & 25. 
in the Aſſembly z more'e{pecially co-the. 
fk 3 likewiſe in caſe any:Biſhop, or' any 
other Perfon of Quality being a ſtranger, 
had arrived at cheir Cicies, they preſerited 
them with fome of the Sdcramentdl Bread 
and Wine, congratulating them by thar 
ſymbol of Fraternal communion: 1c was alfo ,;, 
an uſual ching with them, when pablick martyr. 
Prayers were ended, to kiſs one another ins defenſ. ad 
terchangeably with a-boly kiſs, in token of oo 
peace and brotherhood : Aﬀer that they orgs 
proceeded to levy cenſtres. againſt thole ;gricne. * 
who, prayer .ended, did: fruſtrate theme 
ſelves of this ſame kiſs of peace, which was 
amongſt 'them a ſfignel' of © Reconciliation, 
bur is- at this day changed into a ridicu- 
lous Ceremony. 1 

There were at, the (ame time divers 
Fafts introduced, noe under the notion of 
any Ordinance or neceſſary obſervance, al 


yer by way of dijtinfion of Meats, blood 
. excepted 


. There Iren apud + 


\ _—_ 
5 


Fuſeb. 
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% 


which was prohibited for atime; but ou 


Hi feng and-rhings ftrangled,. the uſe o 


lib. s. {of cuſtome only, snd that proceeding net 
*9?- 24-\\frcom the publick Authority of the Church 


but. from che fiwrþlicity of private perſons 
for in caſe any had made diftinion © 
meats, for conſcience-(ake, forbearing th 
uſe of Fleſh and Wine 3 and thus preju 


7enat. ad diced their health by immoderate faſting 


Her.Iren, 


ad Uttor. 
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or wonld have had-the Chnrch tyed tc 
particular Laws, and preſcription of th 
times, duration and forms of faſting: Anti 
quity withoutall peradventure would hav 
ſupprefſed ſuch,as:appears by the inftanc: 
of that Arch-heretick Montanus, whomi 
condemned for attempting in:like manne 
co ſtifle and infringe Chriftian liberty. 
Jt was the cuſtorne of moſt Churches at 
that time to hold their Aﬀemblies upon 
Wedneſdays & Fridays, in orderto the cele- 
bration of the Sacraments and publick 
Prayer ; and that they mighe be the bet- 
ter-prepared' for due attendance thereup- 
on, they gave themſelves to fafting upon 
thoſe days; this they did nor chat they 
believed faſting co be eſſential co holinels, 
for they rejeed the Faſt of the Sabbath+ 
Day, which yer was the prime day of theie 
zeligious exerciſes: But there was an anni- 


veriary Faſt, which they celebrated er. | 
2g the | 
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the Fealt of Efter, whence the Qyddrage- 

timal time proceeded 3 and it is of impor- 

tance to kniow what the intent of the an- 

cient Church was herein : Some alledge 

that, that obſervance cended to an imita- 

tion of the miraculous Faſt of the Son of 
God; bur it is evident from Evangelical 
Hiſtory,thac the time of our Saviours Faſt vb 
was previous to'the Paſſover by the fpace of 

fix Moneths; proof fufficient, that Anti- 


- quity had ſome other end and'aim in the 


celebration of this Faſt, elſe doubtlefs 
they would have ieched upon a time Co- xc 17, 
inciderit with that wherein our Saviour ,, cap.24. 
faſted; behold then the true account, ex Iren. 
There was an Order at that rime eſtabli- * $ych as 
ſhed in che Church, that the Feaft of E4- qo 
fter approaching, thoſe who were obliged Bodinihe 
to do publick pennance {hould preſence arieciples 
themſelves ro be re-ingratiated and re-"of the 
ceived into peace with her. Ac the'ſame Chriſtian 
time the Catechumenestwere baptized,for _— 
thofe Days were particulary appropriated po arte 
to that work ;'and for as much as thoſe zedz or if 
were things of great moment, the Church zrizes, 
proceeded therein with faſting andprayer; = as bor 
beſides chat,at the fame time they behoved ' =- oo 
to prepare themſelves for the Commemo- | 
ration of 'the Death and ReſurreQion ob,# ,p,  '_ 
$1 Jeſus Supper... * 


crament-', - 


£< Treatiſe. of. 
Jeſs Chrift, and for the ſolemn Commn- 
nion upon the Eaſter-Day enſuing. | Bur 
to ſhew. that this oblervance did-depend t] 
upon the Liberty of the Church, and not up- t 
on- any. peremptory impoſed Law, we mutt | © 
remark the diverafication which attended ll ” 


| Theghit | hae Cuſtome; for:in ſome. Churches this 8 © 
Euſeb, od Faſt laſted three Weeks; in others ſeven | © 
Tren, *)Days only, and in others forty Days; and 
'|from this quarantine came the name of 
fthe Quadrageſimal,,(our Lent) which was, 
/{ formerly cajled the Paſchal Faſt, | 


Wee Anno I'60, &c. 


N22 this Age was, by reaſon of vio- 
I N-+lent Perſecutions which lafted along 
crime after, full of horroar ; all the Pro- 
 vinces of rhe Komarn Empire being bedew- 
| ed, andall the Judicatories therein over- 

_ glutted with Chriſtian blood 3 Torments 
exquiſite, terrour: univerſal, revolts fre- 
quent, yea there were found amongſt them 

_ | Whoto palliate their infamous cowardize, 
Tren.h.3 caught that rzartyrdome was bur matter of | 
fP-4-  meerindifferency,reckning it extream folly 

; and madneſs toſuffer death for their pro- 

\ feſion. The Sepulchres of Martyrs were i 
Bill loaded with reproaches, and their memo- 
|| iy 

is y 
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xy. with execrations; for the rage and ma» 
lice of their Enemies not ſatisfied wich 


their Death, extended the Perſecutiqn co 


their very Bones; and that they mighe 


deprive Chriftians of the hope of a furure x;/. 
reſurretion (one of the main Arguments Martyrum 


ot their conſtancy) they frequently expo» Galle a- 


pud Eu- 


ſed their dead bodies tothe hnnger-bicten ſeb. lib's; 


rage of ravenous Beaſts, placing 'guards 
and'ſentinels day and night, to hinder any 
that might attempt to give chem burial 3 * 
alt that remained of chem was burnt, and : 
the Aſhes thrown into Rivers,or ſcattered 
in the Air: The Church, then that they ; 
mighe enkindle zeal in the People, and di- { 
ſpoſe them for the glory of Martyrdome, 
preſented them with new Incentives for 
excitation and encouragement. . The Gre» 

clans did yearly celebrate the memorial of 

their Heroes, and ſuch illuſtrious Perfons 

as had died valiantly in defence of their 
Country ; and this folemnirty was perfor- 

med about their Tombes, to the end that Eyſeb 4 
they might by ſo doing animate-and en- preparate 
courage the ſurviving unto the like a- Eve: 
chievments : Chrift;ans judging this co be of J _— 
a very proper means 'to perſwade many 
Perſons toluffer death for the Goſpel, and 


' to confirm others in {uch a magnanimous 


reſo. 


” 


Ne EN 


tee oa En _— 


Gl earth DEATH <r. eh 0s 2 lh AT ens A. 


AA" webs AED Seco AB: 


I FOI 


2 mo_g em a = 2 
F: . 
9 44 WARES > SEAS > A. x Bus — inf 1h tn 
—_ p 


4% 


I = e-at_de — - -+ 
- ——_— ENCE a «<4 ES Se. Ch webs 64h erik ans 
AIC oe Ct hs we tte eters 6A Dem . 


4 _ 
© (240 —- A CORE NG $21" aaa EO TEEtIgtis DAI rs adi IES 7 «LS REID A ES > A RIO wah EPI do 2 le ELIE WG En aero rr Is co 
. , > . 
s 
6 . 
we 


A Treatiſe of 
reſo]ation, ' did imitate their example: 
Their maia care then in the-firſt place was 
to bury their Martyrs, and where they 
could not recover the whole body, they 
endeavoured carefully to gacherup che ve- 
Ty leaſt fragments, in caſe the fury ofcheir 

Perſecutors had lefr any remainder; now 

thoſe Reliques wece honourably interr'd 

' without any ſuch cuſtome as afterwards 
{ came topaſs; For although Martyrdome 
was repured'a moſt glorious thing, and 
thoſe bleſſed fouls were very precious wich 
the Church, yer ſoit was'that all che ho- 
nour that they afforded their bodies, was 
Zan honourable Interment, nothing differ= 

ent from the common: Afﬀeer this the cu- 

.\ tom was introduced of an anniverſary comms 

i memoration of the combats and conſtancy 

Ys j of Martyrs, upon the ſame days whereon 
£5: 7 they had- ſuffered death (called .by 


| ' = them the Days of their Nativity, in regard 


that.upon them, they were inftalled in a- 

nother life) and in the ſame place where 

they were buried; from thence it came to 

{ paſs that Cemeteries became the Ocdinary 

'* © Places of their Aſſemblies, for thoſe'anni- 
verſary days returned very frequenely, by 

reaſon of the great number of Martyrs, by 

Whoſe death moſt days of the year were re- 

| h nowaed : 
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nowned ; [pon thoſe days thenthe whole 
Church afſembled together in the ſame 
place where the Sepulchres of their vali- 
ant Champions were, as if ſhe meant co 
warm her Zeal at their Aſhes, and co ſpiric 
her ſelf thereby for a more prompe-Com- 


memoration of their Martyrdome ; Pub- 


lick Prayers, and the Expoſition of the 
Scriptures being finiſhed, they re- 


hearſed in order the Names ' of thoſe 


who had been upon that Day put co death 
for the Truch ; they likewiſe related che 


ſeveral confligts by them ſuftained, whoſe } 


" 
» 


fierceneſs inhaunc'd their conſtancy ; their: / 


courage alſo was diſplayed in tearms full 
of applauſe and admiration ; their glort- 
ous Trophees, and the rich Garlands pro- 
pounded as the prize of their Vigory, fi- 
niſh'd the Paregyrick , which confifted in 
thanksgiving to God for giving them the vi= 


Gory ; the whole ation was concluded with * 


the Celetration of the Euchariſt. Now 
the intent of thoſe Solemnities was in the 
fir place to ſhew that ſuch as were deadin 
Chrift, are ſtill alive, both un God, and in 
the memory of the Church ; andiin the next 
place to animate and encourage the Peo- 
ple unto the like ſufferings : This was the 
delign of the primitive Chriſtians,for "_ 

| ) 
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;| | ST do they explain themſelves. We can never 
Ry. | AVES. WC Cann 

uw Sym. (ay they) abandon Chriſt, nor ſerve any 0- 

i ther ; we adore Chriſt as the Son of God; and} ® 

q we cheriſh the Martyrs as the Diſciples and" 

Followers of our Lord ; we ſolemnize the day 

of their nativity,which is that of their death ; 

in renembrance of ſuch as have confliged for 

the TrutÞ, end in order to the exerciſing and 

exciting of others therexinto. We bope to beſt - 

made capable of the like graces, and at laſt © 

- rag and Fellow-fharers in the ſame © 

boy. | 

Among the heads of Diſcipline ob- 

{ferved in thoſe cimes, this was one of the 

| moſt material ; Such as were convifted of ff 

-— __ any notorious crime,were obliged to make 

Tren.lib.# confeſſion of it publickly, in- the face of 

«9-9. \ che whole Church, to'beg pardon,-and to 

? undergo whatever ſhould be impoſed up- 

on them; which done,they enjoyn'd them 

ſome kind of ſatisfa#ion,whereby they be- 

+ - # Hovedrto manifeſtthe fincerity of their re- 

7 \ pentance: Thisthey did to contain others 

; ' yn-their ducy, as alſoto prevent the blame 

#nd repraach of the Chriſtian Religion 

: amongft Infldels, as if it gave imclugence 

to Vice, through filence under itz; Now 

they pretended not by this publick Re- 

;pentance, © make ſatisfaftion'to'God Ad to 

| Jr wnOmNn 
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BL whom none can render the leaft compens; 
fation for the leaſt offence committed )bue: 
only tothe ſcandaliz'd Church, or to an; 
injur'd Neighbour. 


Anno 195» 


TE ſecond Age 'we muſt needs con- 
clude with a famous Coneroverhie 


commenced therein, Ie 1s the conftant Socrar. 
opinton of 'the Writers of Eccleſiaſtical #i5. 5. 
Hiſtory, 'that the Apoſtles never inpoſed ©: 22: | 


any Lay, obliging the Church to the ob=- 
ſervance of any Feaſt whatſoever, no not 
fo mach as that of Exfter.; butthat ſich 


e Solemnities were voluntarily introduced by 


Chriſtians, and authorized by <nflome; And 
m effe&,che-very diverfity of uſage'found 
amongſt- chem in chat obſervance, - doth 

KB abundantly manifeſt the indiferency of the 
thing it ſelf: For all the Churches of 
Afia the lefs, did celebrate the Feaſt 
of Eafter, upon the fourteenth day of the 
Moneth of March, after the manner of the 
7ews; alledping thet this+ was their con- 
ſtant praRtice ever fince. Saint - ZFobn did 
exerciſe his Apoftleſhip in Epheſus: Buc 
the Emropean Qhriftians, in regard: they, 
would” haye no manner of CONS: 
with 
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| 4 Treatiſe of 
with-the- Jews, did celebrate the ſame up 
on the Sabvath following ; howbeic chi 
diflerence did nothing infringe the unia 
of the Churches : Bur about the year 19 
it began to be controverted,the one part 


Jabouring to reduce. the other to th 
_ rearms of one and the ſame Cuftome 
touching which difference, ſeveraF Coun$ 
cils were held, che Eaſtern in oppofitionte 
cheWeſfiern ; and both in fine fomented eq 
that exceſs of heat & paſhon, as that Vida 


Biſhop of Rome made bold by a Proce 


and A& of Jurifdif&ion,(rill then unhearF 


of, ) to excommunicate all the Afratic 
Churches 3 whereupon he was cenſure 


by ſundry Biſhops, Ireneus Superinten: 
ent - in _the_ French Churches, by name$ 


who did both by Reaſon and Example re 


monftrate to him, chat ſuch obſervance 


were things arbitrary and indifferent, anc 
that diverſity therein did never hereto: 
ore interrupt. mutual correſpondence 
mongſt the Churches. 


Anno 200, Sc. 


| Tx Age ſuing was very fruicful in ' 
Ceremontes, for beſides that _ 
i 


rained many things proceeding from 


— —_ 
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ame up Cuſtome; The Pagens alſo incorporating 
Yeic chihemfel ves into che Chriſtian Churghy une 
ie unioermingled- therewith many and various 
ear 195 «gan Rites, Now the Obſervances.of 
1E parcſbat eime were not all continued, for ma- 

to thy of them having been afterwards buri- 
uſftome&d-1n oblivion, are not at all praiſed at; 
t& CounSbis day : For the Church of Rome doth Cypy "I 
fition quot approve thar the Eucharift be admini- 5. d«itap- 
nted egpired £o lictle Children, which was praQi-./15,\& E- 
at Vidghed then, and a long time after that 3 nor piſt.\ad 


Proceſ@hat it be celebrated in the Evening;.nor, £&; **: 


nhearSbac the Baptized be made $0 raft: of Milk 7:11a11i6, 
Afiatichþnd Honey, as is praQtifed in Africkz., nor, de! coron.s 
enſure the Cannon forbidding People £O:Pray militis, 
rintenÞneeling upon the Sabbath Day, and from | 
7 nameFdfer to Whitſuntide, and, commanding 711% 75; 
wple re$6em_ to Pray ftanding, whence, the cearm 
rvancegfietions had its rife; nor the.coftome of gi- 
t, andſ'ing the Euctariſt_to Women, to, be by 
heretofNem carried: ego their Houſes, kept in 
nce +FCofters, and eaten in a corner; nor that 
of ſending ic co the Sick, by the hands of 
hildren 3 -nor of that notorious abuſe 
which was then in. che Church of Rome, 
. fefpropiniig pure Water inftead of Wine, 
efal inſuader pretence of ſobriety; in_che Cele- 
hey re-ſoration of the Sacrament ; nor yer of that 
\ Jew-[Prayer whereby chey belought God for s 
z/fprooraſtination' of the ialt Day 5 nor of 
GC many 


» 
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many .other Ceremonies which we' paſ; 
with ſilence. Let us then take a view of 
ſuch as ſerve for. modern pretence, ant 


the reſpeftive ſources whence they art 
iprung. 


It wasa Pagai Cufitome, that thoſe who 


came out of Baths (the uſe whereof wa; 
very frequent)did 'anoint themſelves wit 
Oyle ;- Wreſtlers alſo,and ſuch as were tc 
runa'career, that they might become the 
more (upple' and ative, were accuſtomed 
to'oyle, and anoint their Bodies : Chrift:. 
ans 'pollibly in imitation thereof anointed 
thoſe whom they Baptized in an A4thleti 
(6r:i\Champion-like) capacity, who were 
_fingled out co combat the World 3 which 
Ceremony they- auchorized by the Olc 


Teftament, 'alledging that it was derived 


from Fudaiſme : This Union however car 
make nothing 'for the precended Sacre: 
ment of Confirmation, nor was it ever ap- 
plyed <6 dying Perfotis, as is pradtifed at} 
' "We have ſen how that 'they- carried 
-theif Offerings into” the Church 3 now for 
-as much as they held their Aﬀemblics up 
"on che Days (olenmized for the Martyrs, 
the Offerings preſented by them upon thole 


Days, were entitled Sacrifices,'or Oblation!} 
ffered in memory of the Saints, the eircum-| 
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e paſWance of che Day occafioning that title; 
iew offfor nothing paſſed in that aQion, relating 
ce, ando the Saints. other than ſimple Commemno- 
y aration; and thoſe Offerings were not the 

Body of Jeſus Chritt, but Bread and Wine 
e wholenly, or che very fir fruits themſelves, im- 
f wayſployed unto ſeveral ends and ues. 
3 wit Ieis furthec remarkable, that to induce Hieron. in 
ere tofſferery one to contribute ſomething, che 77en-116.2 
ne thiNanmes of thoſe who offered, and the ere 11 
omedWrg ic ſelf, were with a loud voice Pro-|,p.1q. 
Þrifti-Wclaim'd in the Church 3 which yec was by { 
ointeWnany diſallowed of, even a long time \ 
letichFafrer. © (1253-204 Se. 7 ns. 
werelll Ac the ſame time offerings for the dead ©?"- (ib. 
whichSad their riſe, whereot we muſt know che +>." di 
> OldWnfiitution; for though: they might be © 
rivedeckoned amongt the Cuſtomes uthe;*d in 
er canfÞy Pagarrs, nevertheleſs che intent of thens ( 
acreWvwas quite another thing than. what. they | 
er apyſyere afterwards applyed co. Any. one ';, _ 
ed atfiſ{then having departed this life, the year 4%: 9}. 

Fully exſpired, they commemorated in|,” _ 

rriedche Adembly the Name of the defun& up-: gt 2 
w forffſon that:day 3 declaring how happy tie was; Fob 
s up-\Fhaving dyed in faith; and all thac were pre-iZertul. de 
eyrs,ſent, beſoughe God that he would grant co ; 
choſeFthem-the like exic;” which” done, the Pa-ig kin. 
etion; rents or Friendsof the Deceaſed, that they 
cumJJnight render his memory honourable, 
tancey. C2 pres! 


; 


1 
% 
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A Treatife of 
preſented the Church,or the Poor,preſent 
'at the action, with a certain quantity of 2d 
Bread,or other Alimentals ; many of themy, 
alſo ar che ſame cime, took Ocder thai 
their Names might after their Deathfh 
through ſuch a&s of charity continue in 4 Fo 

{ ſweet ſavour in che Church, bequeathing 
/ ro that effe& certain teſtamentary Legacie! 
| to be yearly paid to the Legatees upon the 
| day of their deceaſe;upon which Founds file; 
{tions the Anniverſaries were grounded:ne 
; Now thoſe Offerings were only Memoria, 

/ of the devotion of che dead, nor expiatorſitul 

| Sacrifices ; for the very Women,who were 
- never permitted to ſacrifice, did yet offer 

' tn Memory of their Deceaſed Husbands ſor 

: befides,many preſented ſuch Offerings up- 
\ on their birth-day, this being an at of re- 
icognitiowonly, and a piece of homage paidſhe 
to God, who gave them life upon chutYco: 


"ns an 
Tem, / Then alſo began praying for the drddy 
pins which the Chriſtians of that Age confels 
miltis, \ eo be founded upou Caftome, and not up 
on Scripture, ranking it amonglt many of 
ther-obfervances, which. are at chis Day 
diſallowed of by the Church of Rome 
Now we muſt carefully remark in what 
ſenſe Antiquity prayed for the dead, for ft 
. never believed chat they were ſhut w_ | 
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eſentEþlace of torment ; and the Doftrine of _— uſtin. 
ity of gatory was as yer as unknown as fabulous { Martyr. 
themKbuc ſhe held that the deparced Souls of the * Is 
that Efaichful were not admitted into the joy Ofir;en. lib, s 
Jeatiche beatifick, Viſion, till after the day of Tertul. 
- 1 1 74d;zrent, and chat they were reſerved in contra 
thingFlome certain ſubterraneors place, till the 7/9" 
pacie/Day of the Reſurredion : the prayed then ,,, — 
n thefifor the Conſummation of their Glory, and jib ge «- 
unde Fexrneftly entreated that (he might be joy-!nima, cap. 
ided:Ened with them, and have part in the Re- 55» 
oridlffſurreftion of the Fuſt: But we ſhall ſee more Terrul 
Matorytully hereafcer in what tearms, and with j.,,,.,, 
» wereYwhat intentthey then prayed forthe dead: \ 
: offerin che mean time, let us cake a view of | 
ands Eſme other Ceremonies then alſo broa- | 
85 uP-Fched. 
of rel The Pagans obſerved an infinite num- 
e paidFber of ſuperſticions in their very ordinary 
1 thitFconverſe, Chriſtians were intermingled 

and promiſcuouſly converſant with chem, 
deddFinot only in the fame City, bur in the ſame 


onfe || ouſe, at the ſame Table,and in the ſame 

ot UPWBed, (o that there were frequencly differ- * 
ww nt Religions in one and the ſame Fami- ,,. 
S UaRg 


Wy. This promiſcuous converſe notwith- yerp. 4po. 
Romeftanding, they refolved to be known and Sen. 8. 
| whilkcknowledged for Chriftians, and for a © 3 

for roof of their Faith in the Crucified One, E/> 41. 


IP" Mehey introduc'd the uſe' of the Sign of the 09 
an EY C3 Croſs, militis, 


' 


92 A Treatiſe of 
Origep./ , Croſs, and for as much as this Faith was 
Homl.'8 J4dg*d reproachfull and ignominiois,they 
a wire. form'd that jignal upon their fore- bead, in 
i) Eorec) witneſs that they were not aſhamed of the 
Baptiz/ \ Croſs of Chriſt ; at their entering into, or 
'coming out cf their Houfes, or Baths; 
{firing down at, or rifing up from their 
© | Table;lying down in their Beds at Night, 
or rifing in the Morning,they always mar- 
ked their fore heads with the fign of the 
Croſs ; which was afterwards received in- 
Tertul.jn © Baptiſme : Bur this Sign was only a bad 
Apologet. of their profeſſion, and a'kind of 7mplicite 
| calling upon the name of Chriſt; and the ver- 
tue attributed to the Croſs, was not ex- 
tended to the Sign form'd in the Air, but 
was appropriated to Chriſt only, whoſe 
Name was tacitely invok'd by, that fignal. 
i We have mentioned the ſatisfa@ions: 
' whereunto Deiinquents were obliged; 
now this tezrm oughe to be ſafely under- | 
ſtood ; for when the Ancients ſpeak of | 
ſatisfying God, they pretend not that a} 
Man may by that a&ion redeem temporal 
puniſhments; but that the Commandment 
of God enjoyning repentance,and holding 
it equitable that the fame be outwardly | 
maniſeſted,is thereby farisfied : Now thoſe } 
\ ſatisfaGiions were certain penalties, or repa- þ 
\ retory mulfs impoled upon Penitents, þ 
Cc 1 | whereof 
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wheeof this was the form. 
one lad apoſtatized, whether through er- / 
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rour 0. infirmity, or had fallen into ſome { 


enorMmcas crime, the Church would nor \. 
preſentl) receive ſuch an one into her / 
Commungn, what repentance ſvever he ' 
| didreftifie. bur ſhe appoinced him a cer= 


cain ſpace & time, ſometimes for ſome 
years togethe, within which he ought eo' 


give proofs O true contrition : She Cn Terry), 
joyn'd him alſ&o ſtand bolt upright in a lis. de - 1 
diltin& Corner f the Aſſembly, which was P-rir. 


che proper place f Penicenrs,in a mourn- 


full habir and viſag, often wich ſackeleth |, 
| and aſhes, with teag and ſupplications to | 
. God, and requeſts q his Brethren that 


chey would pray for km, She appointed 
him likewiſe private fal, ſometimes redu= 
cing him to Bread and Ber; and thus ic 


behoved him to accomFiſh the prefixed 


time of his Repentancegyefore ever he 


could be readmirted into tw peace of the 


Church. 

But for as much as it came paſs that 
many were, or at leaſt it wasfeaeg, might 
be prevented by Death, tefore hey had 
conſummated, or even {fore exer they 
had bezun that preſcribed time; the 
Church caking the ſamejnto conficerati- 
on, did provide a:cordi/gly ; for left they 
w | (4 (hould 


| , 
; 
f 
j 


In caſe any ; 


* 
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;/ ſhould be either hardned into an obſkna- 
| cy,or ſwallowed up of deſpair,ſhe trequent- 
' ly remitted-of that levericy; ſo s that 
| if one had been condemned to a tm years 
abſtinence from the Communion lhe ac- 
. cepted of five; ſometimes alſo ne penal» 
ty-was.commuted into ſome nyre tolera- 
e conſideration ; and this Moderation 
hey uſed not only cowardsthoſe which 
 {wereunder the more imme-lateapproach 
jof death, leſt they (hould:xpire' withour . 
; previous reconciliationto the Church; 
ut likewiſe cowards fu as ſeem'd by a 
more. than ordinary 4ree of contrition, | 
to compenſate what 725 wanting of the 
prefixt tearm thereof :/| bis mitigation was | 
| managed by the prulence of the Church, 
who weighing che/1rcumſtances and qua- 
lity of the offencs received ſuch into her | 
peace, in who# ſo ever fhe perceived | 


ſufficient oxi of a lerious repen- 
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eance,not exyC(ting till the period of time | 
hereunto pre t ſhould elapſe: Such Proce- | 
dures were £armed Relaxations,or Remiſ- | 
fions ; A Þng tire afcer that they gave 
chem thetitle vf Inda/gences, bur in_quite 
another fſen(e, ihan what they are taken in 
| } ar chis days fir this cearm fignified no 
' } morein thoſe Iays,rhana diſcharge, or an 
: 3 allayand mitigaon of Eccleſiaflical cenſ, my 
\ G5 $ an 
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end penalties, with which the Church did { 


by way of charitable Indulgency, gratify 
Penitents. 

Now we muſt note,that for as much as 
HM artyrdome was very honourable amongſt 
Chrijttans, and thoſe who were Priſoners for 
the Faith, did by a frequent intercourte of 
Lerters maintain a Correſpondence with 
the Church, who alſo highly efteem'd of 
choſe bleſſed Witnefles of and for the 
Truth, affording them what Conſolation 
they could; the Penttents deſirous of fo- 
Jace under that more rigid part of Diſcis, 
pline, addreſſed themſelves co thoſe Mar- 
tyrs, ſoliciting them to intercede with the 
Church on their behalf, as well knowing 
what credit they had with her,and of whac 
influence their Recommendation was: 


the Martyrs hereupon made enquiry into 

the life and repentance of thoſe Delin- 
quents, and in caſe they found them fin- ' 
cere and upright, they imployed their ut-. 


moſt Intreſt in interceding with the Church 


- by Letter from Priſon, to this effe&, that 


ſhe would pleaſe in favour of chem, to ad- 
mic of ſich and: ſuch Perſons into her 
Communion, which they readily obtain'd 


of her : and it is not to be forgatten,how : 
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chat, thoſe Penitents having' frequently. a= + 


buſed the facile nature of. the Martyrs, 
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'_ either through cheir miſinformation, or 


{' through over-importunate ſolicitations, I. 


whereby they excorted from them that in- 
terceſſion, the Church complained of that 
abuſe ; which occafioned a breach of Diſ- 
cipline : Now this is che only Interceſſion 
| of Saints,which wasacknowiedged in thoſe 
; days; and how much it differs from that 
which was introduced afterwards, 1s ealic 
; to determine. TIN 


Anno 240. Oc. 


" A Bout the Year 240, there happened 

A a new kind of Devotion; for where- 
as formerly they required the Martyrs, 
whilft yet Priſoners, to joyn their Suppli-_ 


cations with 'choſe- of other Chriſtians, if 


., and to pray here below for them and with 
Gp them uh began inftead of that to ad- 
«d Cornet, moniſh themy that after their death, 
| * they. ſhould be mindful of the /iving; 

; yea,Chriſtians did even mutually indent 
| and covenant one wich another, that who"F 
ever ſhould firſt exchange this life for a- 
| nother, ſhould remember the ſurviving, 
: and implore God in the behalf of them 
after their own deceaſe: Which, howbeic 
*Ic was bur che particular zeal of ſome 
few, yet ſerved afterwards to pave 
; cnc 
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| the way to the Interceſſion of Saints. 
'_  Thenalſo began the ute of Confeſſion to 
be partly reſtrained, and partly enlarged be- 


yond what it was formerly : Penitents were | 
che oniy Perfons upon whom it was impo- ' 


ſed 3 it was never made bur in pblick , in 
the face of the whole Congregation 3 and 
even Malefators failed not. to diſcharge 
_ their Conſciences into the hands of the 
Church, ' before that themielves fell into 
thole cf the Executioner: Burt for as much 


as reproach and obloquy did commonly | 


attend thoſe whoſe faules were thus dif- 
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played ro the open view of the whole&7% 7 


World, they therefore ordered that De- 


linquents ſhould in the firſt place conſult 
their Paftor,who cognoſcing upon the na 
' ture of the offence, thould confider whe 


ſhame ſhun'd publick confeſſion. It came t 
Paſs tikewife about the Year 260.that when)? 
as ſuch as had abandoned themſelves to 
the Apoftacy, which fell out under the 
Perſecution ftir*d up by Decaus, required * 


to be re-admitted into the Church, there 


were many who withſtood their reception, | 


alledging that they were not longer ca- 
Gas: | | pable 
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pable of ce-admiſhon into Her 5 and un- 
? Jer that pretence many did ſeparate them» 
ſelves. which made way to the Schiſme of 
the Novatians. . It was therefore found 
! expedientyfor avoiding cf ſcande/accrew- 
\ ing to many from publick confeſſions, to 
change the ſame into private ones; and to 
'that purpoſe it was decreed, that our of 
;theic many Paſtors, they ſhould .chooſe 
| Soom... one of-a good Converſation, a prudent 
trip.hifter, Perſon, and capable of a ſecret ro whom 
lib. 9. that charge ſhould be commitced; from 
$4Þ+ 35- ſthence came the Penitentiaries: Howbeit 
* $ this change happened only at che begin- 
ning inthe Greek Church ; for the Weſtern 
\ Church retained the Cuſtome of publick. 
\*\confeſſion, until the time of Leo Bithop of 
-.!+7Rome,abour the Year 450. Finally, where- 
2". \ as MORck confuſion was only of more noto- 
.rious-and enormous Crimes, the ſame be- 
\ Ang once changed into particular, they be- 
| 7 gan to recommend it to praGice, exhort- 
5 ing the People co confels their very leaſt 
is eſcapes and detefts, ( from the beam to 
i3cthe mote;) and chat more frequently chen 
ithey were well able to do. Now this con- 
5 fefſion was not of Divine Right,nor did. An- 
zTiquity ever believe it -to. be fuch;: for 
afterwards, to wit, about the Year :396. 
LR occaton of a ſcandal ariſing from ir, 
2 
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n= it was aboliſhed by Nedorius Biſhop of : 


N- Conſtantinople; that which he would never 7 
of have attempred, had chey believed that it : 
1d was of Divine Infiitution : Neither did ir 
W conſiſt in a ſcrupulous enumeration of all 
to thoughts, words, and ations, which mighe / 
© be accounced faulty; for in the Church q 
of | of Conftantinople;which was one of the moft + 
fe populous amongft them, there was of the 1 
nt whole Clergy but one only Perſon, whoſe : 
m charge it was to receive Confeſſions, which * 
m had not been ſiifficient for fo great a mul- 
It ' titude, had every one been obliged to re- , 
1= | pair co confeflion, and to render a parti- ; 
"7 cular account of all his ations ; It was © 


28-4 


kh | not therefore judged needful for obtaining 
of of remiſſion of ſin, but »ſeful for inſtruftion 
bo of the ignoranr, for contolation to the af- ! 
Jo fliced, for reforming of finners, for reſol- 
I ving of ſuch difficulties as might ripen in- 
A to a caſe of Conſcience, and (laſtly) for: 
- counſel to the perplexed. | 

ft Authors of the ſame Age make mention Cypr.li; 
oO 

n 

 » 


baag 
Topmpe among "_ 


#lfo of certain Virgins, who conſecrated 1 Ep.9. 
themſelves to God ; whereof this is the-& **- 
original : The then reigning Perſecuti- 


- | ons obliged Chriftians to involve thern- 
r felves as lictle agmight be, in the affairs of 
= the World. _ Yi for as much 2s the liber- 
, || *y of char Pfofeſſionis frequently _ 
[ an 


gh 
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and infringed wich che incumbrances 
which attend a married ſtate, there were 
many Virgins, who with the concurrent 
advice and conlent of their Parents, 
reſolved to live in perpetual con- 
tinency, and to joyn themlelves wich 
greater ftriAneſs then ordinary to Jeſus 
Chrift : They preſented them(elves there- 


fore co the Church$F who with So- 


lemn Prayer recommended them | to 
God, and the care of the Poor to thein, 
whom they were to ſuccour in their ſick- 
neſs, and relieve in their neceſhiies ; for it 
was unto ſuch deeds of charity that they 
devoted themſelves. But as touching the 
Vow of Celibacy,it was in their own liber- 
ty to relinquiſh that condition, when ever 
it ſeemied good to them 5 and in caſe they 
conceived that they could ſerve God with 
greater integrity in a ſtate of Marriage, 
than in that of Virginity; the Vows of 
Continency alſo were not as yet efteem'd 


. Frrevocable. 


_ We have faid that they carried the Eu- 
cbariſt to the Sick , andchat they admini- 
fired the . ſame afterwards even to. little 
Children 3 but for as much as thoſe, erther 
through infirmity of Body, or through 
tenderneſs of years,could not conveniencly 
receive the Cp, they therefore ſometimes 
dipped 
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dipped the Bread in the Wine, that ſo they 
might receive the whole Secrament entire 3 
for the People, both Men and Women, 
did promilcuouſly communicate under 
both Sigzes : Now albetc this expedient of 
ſoaking,or dipping the Bread in the Wine,was 
never prailed but in ſuch extraordinary 
caſes; yet notwithſtanding many affe&ed 
eo make it a general cujtome, introducing 1t 
into the ordinary communion of the Church; 
of which uſage ſome Tracts were continu- 
ed in aſter time,as we (hall fhew jn irs 'pro- 
per place, 


Anno ZOO. Ec. 


Bout the Year 300. .and afterwards, 
there were many Ceremonies intro- 
duced; Perſecution continued even til. then. 
Now,behold Emperours, who ſubmic their 
Sceprers to Chriſt's Sheep-hook , and 
throw their Crowns at the Foot of his + 
Croſs + The Charch ſprung out of. the 
Afhes of her own Children, as yet of.a 
ſanguine coinplexion, is. received into fa- 
vour with the great Conſteitine, and hence 


forth repofing her ſelf under the ſhade of 


his Lawrel, doth (as it were) renew: her 
youth; ſhe is'removed from the Wilder- 
neſs into Cities, from Caves into ay 

bo rom 
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from Deſerts into Churches, and froin 
poverty into plenty and pompous abun« 
dance. 


-—— This proſperous change produced di. 


Eoſeb. 
Greg. 
Nyſlen. 
Concil. 
Nicens 


vers effe&s; People repaired to the Church 
in crowdes: Burt yer the fimplicity of 
Chriſtianity did dil-reliſh many, who had 
fil! betore their Eyes the pomp and mags. 
nificence of Paganifme : they therefore 
Judg'd it neceffary to re-attire- Religion 
with the more ſplendid and ornamental 
Ceremonies, to the end that through che 
ſplendour of her Ornaments ſhe might 
become the more auguſt and acceptable; 
and like as they. had done formerly, in 
compliance with Jews and Gentiles, whoſe 
only talk was of Sacrifices ; our Chrifitans 
gavethe Sypper,the Title of Sacrifice; and 
che Table, ene Name of Altar, Howbeit, 
the Language uſed then,was not.meant ih 
that ſenſe, which was-put upon it after- 


de tabulis wards; for when ever they mention che 


facris,/ 


that Chriſtiansunder their reſpite from 


Altar, they underftand. the Table, which 
was placed in the midft of the Afﬀembly, 
whereupon they laid the Offerings that 
were preſented by.che Faithful. And thus 


they explain themſelves, when chey ſpeak 
of che Eucharift. | 


'Now, one' of the firſt occupations 


per- 


from 
buns 


d di. 
wrch 
ty. of 
' had 
Mags 
fore 
gion 
?ntal 
1 Che 
!ghr 
ble; 
s In 
hoſe 
ans 
and 
Fir, 
© 1h 
cer- 
the 
= 
ly , 
hat 
hus 
eak 


ons 
om 
ere 
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perſecution, bufied themſelves in, was 
this: The Bodies of many of their Mar- 
tyrs were buried in the wide open Fields, 
or elſe expoſed to che High-way+,and their 
Graves covered with filth and nafting(s; 
they began therefore to drag their Bodies 
out of the places where they were inter- 
red, and to tranſport them 1ato Cities, 1n 
"der to a more honourable Sepulture; . 
mhich.tranſporcation was performed wich 
ome ſolemnity, the whole Church aſliſt- 
ng therear, with Singing of Pſalms, the 
Zoffin covered with a 1ich Cloath;; afrer 
hac, they inter'd. the Body under the _ 
communien-Jable ;z. ( for the cuftome of S_ 
aying them upon the Altar was nor as yer viſt. 85. 
Yattiſed 3) This zeal flamed yer further, | 
ven to a reſearch atcer the Bones of the 
mtient Prophets, co which notwithſtanding 
hey yielded no kind of adoration. | 

1 he building & beautifying of Churches 
vas another produd of this peace, which 
nith ſolemn Prayer, they devoutly con- 
ecrated to God; whereunto Superſtition did 
in after times add the Ceremonies of Con= 
lecration- HY 

Now we- muſt know,that the Tnfidels en- 
deavoured what they could ro aboliſh the 
memory of Chrilt's _——_ which was 

Foc 
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-in Jeruſalem, heaping duſt and dung up 

on it; and built in che ſame place the 

Temple of Venxs,wherein they ſacrificed; 

The devotion of this Emperor Conſtantine, 

was ſuch; as that he demoliſhed choſe ex 

ecrable Monuments; and inſtead of them, 

cauſed a ſumptuous Temple to be built in 

the very ſame place where the Sepulchr 

of Chriſt was 3 -He built another upon the 

Mounc of Olives; and a third in Beth 
lebem. Ig; 7 87 

Arthat time Paleftina,being purged from 

Idols, many Chriſtians prompted by a. pi- 

\ } ous curioſity, travelled co. thoſe place 

y which had been ennobled with the pre 

ſence and miracles of the Son of God; 


Greg. | eſpecially with a purpoſe to ſee the Sepul 
| 0g chre wherein he was laid : But this ſame 
pit. ge. © le k 
euntib. | 4 Tepairing to Feruſalem, being afterwards 
Hyeroſe-\ reckoned matter of Religion, that erro! 
lm, | {was ſuppreſſed by the moſt eminent Do- 
HIcrob7 ors of this Age. 


It was in this Jourftey that Helena the 


Mother of Conſtantine found (as they ſay )| 
the crue Croſs, and the very Natiles with, 


which our Lord was faſtened thereinto: 


and howgver the Hiftory be ſuſpeQed, yet 


1s it therein atteſted chat Conflautine cau- 


fed one of thoſe lame Nailes to be pur in-ſ 
col 
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' be exceed with this Sign, which he like- 
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to the Bir of his Horſes Bridle; thus fit- 
ting the Relique for his Harſe's Mouth,he 
ſhewed that he meant nothing leſs than to 
\fſs it with his own; Nor did Helena = 
f (the luppaſed Inventreſs) ever adore . 
be S_ of he Croſs, as one of the Fa- AN 
thers of the ſame Age tfath obſerved.  {/ 
We muſt here remember, chat the Pri- 
mitive Chriftians had no other Croſs than' |) 
the bare Szgn of it, which they formed in f 
the Air: Now they report, that Conffantine, * 
whilft as yer interpendent and wavering { 
berween Paganiſnme, and the Chriſtian Pro- \ 
feſſion, ſaw one day in the Firmament, a x ;,- 
Croſs, with theſe words : In this Sign thou ſigns vir- 


ſhalt overcome : The impore of which ce. 


and procedure of Conſtantine himifelf,who 
in memory of that Viſion,cauſed che form 
of the Crofs'to:be made in his own Stan- 
dard.. having above apon the top of it the + 
two firſt Letters * of Chriſts Name, as is RP, 
to'be ſeen in.ancient Meddals at this day : 
-The Sign then by which he overcame, was 
the Name, not the naked Croſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt :. He cauſed allo his own Statue to 


device may beſt appear from che pragice 


EL 


wiſe ordered to þe formed upon his Mo-. 
neys,” and painted upon; his Enfigns, and 
| ND» hg 
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the Armour of his Shou!diers: But we muſt 


Euſeb. 


lib. 4. de 
vitaCon- 


ſianr. 
Epipha, 
lib. 3. 


quently mer together in private, an 
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note, thac for a long time after, there was 
not any C.rofs received into Churches. 
Ghriftians, during the perſecution. 

Night. | This Cuftore, notwithſtandmy 
the emergent; Pelce, they till retained; 
whence we read that Conſtantine continued 
the ſacred /Vigils, even ill broad Day. 
lighe, and cauted big Tapers and Torches 
to be bghted up chroughout the whole 'Ci- 
ty,for their more commoedious intercourſe 
in going & coming in the Night;as Lamps 


.- alſo in cheir Meeting-places, to give light 


to all there preſent ; the Office of lighting 
of which belonged to the Acolytes : One. of 
the principal Vigils or Eves of the Year, 
was that of che Night immediately prece 
ding Egfer,. obſerved -in Memory cf the 
Reſurrefion of Chriſt; for they pafſed the 
whole Night without ſleep, as watching 
for that Morning-hour wherein our Lord 


roſe again from 'the-Dead: Thoſe Vigils 


and- Tapers were hitherco uſed without 
any Superſtition. | 

Behold here another ſequel of what was 
pradtiſed in the times of perſecution. Many 
Chriſtians, that they mighe ſhun that tem- 


peſt, retired unto Deſerts, and hid them-| 
ſelves 
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ſelves in ſolitary places; whence it came 
to paſs that Perſecurion ceaſing, that ſoli- 
rude, being with ſeveral be:ome habitua- 
ted, and cuſtomary, they confined | 
themſelves -thereunco, and ipent the re« 
mainder of their Days therein 3 whether 
becauſe of the invereracy of ſich a man- 


ner of life, or for that tie plainnels here- 


of did better ſuic with them,than the din= 
ning noiſe of Cities ; or laltly,becaute they. 
ſulpe&ed a return cf the old fiorm ; Bur 
others there were ated wich fuch a delire 
of imitating and following of them, thac 
there were many, who even in the midft of 
the great calm and quiet of che Church, 
began to affe& a (olicary life. Thus did 
that become vo/untary,and matter of choice, 
which by reaſon of the Perſecution was 
before that compulſory, and matter of con- 
ſtraint : Hence che original of a Monaſlickh Sozcm. 
life, whale firſt foundation was about /ib. 1. 
tie ſame cime laid in Egypt by Antonius; ©. 13» 
afterwards, it was extended to Syria, by 
Hilarion; to Armenia, by Eutachius Bithop 
of Sebaſtia; to Greece, by S. Baſile; and tu 
Italy,by S. Ambroſe : Now though it be roo 
true, that many ſuperſtitious obſervances 
did accompany this piece of Innovation, 
inſomuch thac Mea ſyffered their Hair to 

D 3 grow 
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Epipha. grow tothe length of chat of Women) 
ub 3. yet was this Monaſtick profeſſion quite a || «| 
Pereſe 80, nother thing, than whar 1t 1s at preſent; F d 
| for ſuch as in thoſe Days devoted them- | d 
ſelves thereunto, were nor tyed to it by Þ © 
voy , Obſerved no nice diſtin&ion of meats  Þ 
or habits, hunted not after merit, nor once h 
believed thereby to attain unto that perfe- | n 
Gon which is attributed co ic at this day: B 1 
and it is further remarkable, chat the firſt | r: 
Monks were Lay-men, not capable of any ſ # 
Ecclefiaftical Funfjion ; that they maintain-Y ti 
ed themſelves upon their own hand-labor,  C 
and not in a mendicant or precarious way: n 
and finally,that they married, many ofthem U a 
having Wives and Children; "A marri- | 2 


Athanaf. @ge wa< in them accounted lawful, which L 
Epiſt. ad at this day would feem monſtrous, in per- Y V 
Pracm.  fons of the like profeſſion. | q 

Anno 320. Oc. te 


P 

p + Ogether with a Monaftick Life, the | : 
Rules of Abſtinency entered, which Y 7: 

were ſoon after received into the Church; t! 
cill whichtime Fafs were free and arbitra-f b 
ry; the Montaniſts being the only Perſons Þ tf 
who affe&ted toenaft Laws, rand preſcribe © 
Forms therein ; and it is obſervable, = | b 
they } 
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\they urged the ſame reaſons, and uſed Tertul. 


the ſame cearms that the Church of Rome ©9774 
doth at this day; buethoſe Antiquity con- 
demned, maintaining the free unreſtrain- 


' 6d liberty of Faſts, till about the year 320. 


Avour chis time,in regard the profeſſion of 
Monks ought to contiſt in a more firict 
manner of life, than thar of others, they 
impokd Leys upon them, more eſpecially 


_ regulating cheir days, and manner of Faſt- 


ing, which Laws paſſed from the Monks to 
the Clergy, from the Clergy co the whole 
Church: Now howbeit ict be erue,that ma- 


ny held abſtinency for a kind of perfetion, jj... ; 
and others reckoned it a thing. neceſſary Fyift. ad 


and meritorious; yet notwithitanding,the Marcel. 


Law-givers themſelves,'the Councils like- 74em in 
qa eg the moſt eminent Writers of that Ep! .\ 


Ag , when they declare the ſenſe'of the cap. ye 


Church therein, affirm that Faſffs are mat- Sozom. 


ters arbitrary, that they appointed 'certain {b. 3 


particular times of Faſting, only for order- £4?- 13+ 


ſake; that the reaſon why ſome certain.g,,7" 
meats were forbidden,was only to the end, cp, 2. 
that by ſuch auſterity, they might be che 


better diſpoſed for the ſervice of God; 


that ſome being permitted to ear fleſh,and Sozom. 


th, I. 


others prohibired; namely fuch as mighe cap, I1, 


by eating ſcandalize others, that prohi- 
ES bition 


' Pſychics. 
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'bition was not as yet framed under pain 


ofa mortal fin or damnation: and in effec, - 


during the Faſt of Lent, the Churctr 1e- 
frained, not only from Fleſr, but from 
I/ine alſo; which yer many auchorize by 


rr the example of the Nazarites; and conte- 
Fejun, 4«ently this were to urge a11gid Fudaics! 
Theo- oblervance. Bur in brief, the divei« 
phil. firy' obſerved in- thoſe days, in point of 
pot } Fafing,is conſiderable; fur ſome abſtaii'd 


x only from the fleſh of Land-beaſi/, but did 
in com- eat of Birds ; others refrained even from 
end dot, Bread; others again would not taſt any 
fruit coming of Trees. As touching che 
etimes; from Egfter till 1Yþ;tſuntide, there 


Socrat., was not any one Faſt day: In Greece, and 


cap. 22. Alexandria, Lent continued ſix weeks ; af 
Ambi of. Rome, only three; moreover, there were 
lib, de ;ewo Days in every week, whereupon they 
E!12 & ; did not faſt at all, co wit, Saturday, and the 
_ | Sabbath-Day :. In other places this Faſt 
& in £- laſted bur five or ſix days; in ſome Church- 
piit. ad Exit was alternative and interchangeable, 
Roman. 
cap. 14. 
Bafil. 


Hem.2, de © ; ; 
Fejun, afterwaras turned inco a neceſſity; and 


very diverſity uſed in ſuch obſervances was 


they faſting only one week in two : now the | 


, 2 proof of cheir zndifferency, which yer was | 


| 


Epipha. , what progreſs it mae, we (hail quickly 
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Anno 325. 


T Etus in the mean time ccnfider whae 
1 paſſed inthe grand Council of Nice, | 
waich afforded many Conſtitutions tub- !' 
ſervient co the (equel of this Hiſtory. Thac 
they might the becter preſerve a die uni- 
on amonglt the many Churches ditperſed 
into ſo many ieveral places, chey found it 
expedient to reduce them all under cer- / 
tain General Precinfs; to which purpoſe 
they fetled Metropolitans in the more emi- 
nent Cities; each of whom ought to ſuper=- 
viſe che Churches within his owa reſpe- 
Rive Juriſdition: Thus the Biſhop of 
Alexandria was entruſted wich thoſe of E- 
gypt, Lybia, and genetally of all Afrique : 
the Biſhop of Rome wich the neighbouring : 
Churches, and afterwards with all choſe of 
the Welt : thoſe of Antioch and Jeruſalem, 
with the adjoyning Pro-inces : This pre- 
heminency was cunferr'd upon them, by 
reaſon of 'the dignity of choſe Cities 
wherein they exerciſed their ſeveral Epiſ- 
copacies; Inſomuch that Rowe being the 
capita). City of the Empire, the Biſhop 
thei eof did hereupon challenge precedency |. 
z0 all the reſt, notwithſtanding he held his * 
own 


Concil. 
Nicen. 
Can. 5. ' 


Concil. 
Chalced. 
Can, 29, 
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- own Dioceſs and Juriſdiftion apart by 


himlelf. The inſtitucion of choſe Patri- 


| archs founded only upon Cuſtome, this 


Council authorized by Decree, whereby 
\they ordained that that Order ſhould be 
continued, confulting therein the main- 
\taining of that dignity to the Metropolitan, 


; which they had acquired by Cuſtome : 


To thoſe four,a fifth was added afterwards, 


namely he of Conftantinople, for as much as | 
' thac City was the Imperial Seat 3; and the 
; Council of Chatcedon held about the year 


459. decreed char he ſhould hold the /e- 
cond place, as being Bifhop of New-Rome 3 
thac the Bifhop of Rome ſhould have the 
precedency, that being the Capital City 
bur caat the Biſhop of Conſtantinople ſhould = 
enjoy the ſame (reſpe&ive) primacy, and 
equal Prerogatives, for as much as that 
City had the ſame'Senate, the ſame Badg- 


.es of honnourary,and equal Rites and Pri- 


wvileges with old Rome, which we here re- 


:mark by way of anticipation, fince ir will 
[ be needfull chat we mention it hereafter: 
* In the mean time we muſt note,that in chis 
: and ſucceeding Apes many general Coun- 
i Cils were held,wherein the Biſhop of Rome 


% 


as never Preſident ; proof ſufficient that 
Þ hu other Metropoſitans did not acknow- 
| | ledge 
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ledge him for their Swperiour: char the 


name of Pope was common to all Biſhops, | * 


as appeares by divers writings of thoſe 
times; whence it is, that amongſt Grecians. 
and Germains to this day, Prieſts are cailed 
Popes ; that 1s to ſay, Fathers,according to 


the ancient ſignification of the name : thar |, 
all che Patriarchal Churches, 2s having; 


been dignified with the Reſidence of the 


Apoſtles themſelves, were named Apojiolical, $Syzoms 
which Title that of Rome hath ever ſince 1b. 1. 
retained, though common to her with the £4, 16» 


ret; for we mult know, that the Chair of 


Antioch, in that St. Peter refided there, ! 
and that of Zeruſalem poſſeſſed by S. Fames, *, 
were. entitled 4poſtolick Seats, as well as. ' 


that of Rovre. 

This Council of Nice determined the 
difference concerning the Feaſt of Eaſter, 
and Decreed, chat all the Churches ſhould 


. Celebracethe ſame,upon one and the ſame 


Day, namely the Sabbath-Day after the full 
Moon (or middle) of March. Now for as 
much as the uſe of Fphemerides was not (o 
common, As it is at this day, arid Aftrology 
was beſt known in Egypt, they therefore 
oave it in charge to the Biſhop of Alexdn- 
dria, that he ſhould yearly publiſh co the 
other Churches, che time of a 

rt os | " by 


" TM 


« 


: 
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by expreſs Letters, which were by 
Epiffols them tearmed aſcha/ Epiſtles; ang 
Paſchales afterwards for the -ſame purpoſe the 
Golden Number was invenced, howheit in 
the judgment of many Mathematicians, 
there be frequent abules in thac Calcus- 
lation, | 
D In the ſame Caotncil there was a Q :e- 
ecret. . . hy / 
diſt. 26. ftion moved, couching the ' elibacy, or the 
Can, Cz- unmarried ſtate of Ecclefiajiical Perſons, 
noma* which many afte&ed co introduce :. Cere 
_ >, ain it 15, that ti]l then, marriage was ever 
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1b ,, Feckoned allowable in perſons of that ca» + 
cap. 23. Pacity, only ſome few there were, who 
Concil. foon after the death of the Apoſtles, began 
Ancyr. to reje@ che ſame; which yer was no ſoon- 


w TA, 


er by them attempted, than ſuppreſſed : 
Bur about the-year 308. in ſome Provincial 
Councils, the firft Laws touching Celibacy 
were enated, whereof this was the Form : 
They demanded of fuch as deſired to be 
prefei*d ro any Eccleſiajtich charge, whether 
they would refrain from marriage or not ; if 
they anſwered yes, they were never afcer- 
wards. permitted co marry ; tut in caſe 
they replyed ro, they allowed, that after 
their EleQion, they might marry ; , bur 
then the Ele&ion, was for ſome time de- 
fer*d,to the end,thar if poſſible,they might 

nde 


« en 1 
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find ont ſome or other who could con« 
rent himſelf co live unmarried : Now this 
they did, not that they thought marriage 
was inconſiſtent with the C/ergy, but be- 
cauſe of the poverty of the Churches,as not 
having. means (ſufficient for the mainte- 
nance of the Families of cheir Paſtours : 
and thus they paſſed to a peremptory pro- 


hibition of the ſame, to the end, chat 


Church goods might not be diſtributed 
amongſt their Wives and Children, or 
elſe Jeſt natural affe&ion ' to thetr own 


fleſh and bloods might happily hinder or - 


interfere with the” fun&ions - of ' cheir 
charge : | T his is the only account, by 
their own confeſſion, which their Legiflas 
cours could ever give hereof, which yet 


hach hitherco, been jJudg'd-1mpertinent, Nox 


fince that by the ſame reaſon it woald fol- 


low, that al! who have Parents or Bro- 


chers, &c. ſhould thereupon be incapable 
of any Ecclefiaſtick charge or. office: Now 
thoſe prejudicaticns were transfer'd from 
particular Synods, co-that genera] one of 
Nice; wherein it was debated whether it 
were convenient to oblige Church-men to ab= 
ftinency from marriage; moſt votes carried 
ie in the affirmative; but Paphnutius, a 
Perſon of great renown, and a 
or 


"\ -2, 
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for the Goſpel, Cone who was never mar- 
ried ) tanding up, oppoſed that determi- 
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Heb.r3-4 nation, judging according to Scripture, 


that w2arriage is bonourable in all: His 


7070Mm. opinion prevailed, and was approved of 


Wa. * by thewhole Aſſembly, which yer decreed, 


Bieron. that Cach as werereceived already intothe 


bb.1. congramber of the Clergy, being as yet umn» | 


tra Tovin. married, ſhonld not- marry at all.. This 
bi Decree was not founded upon any Law, 
' j:z £ but upon caſtome only, : and that not uni+- 
part.l;þ.6, P , : . 
cap 14. verſally received; for after this Council 
Niceph.. many famous Biſhops married : St. Hilary, 
lib. 12. * Gregory. Nyſſene, Gregoty Nazianzen, the 
9-09. Father -of Sr. Baſil: the great, and a great 
g. in 'u - : 
orat. ds Many more Ecclefiafticks, were married 
ebir.ceſar during their Epiſcopacy 3 howbeit there be 
& Gorg. many, who.1lo much magnify Celibacy, 


My as that they ovtrude it for a ing ne- 


Anno 350. Oc. 


Tf we proceed alittle further,: we. ſhall 
I \ meet with a new tearm in the Lutine 
Church, whereof yet the fenſe hath been 
changed :- The Sermon. being finiſhed, 
they relebrated -the Enchariff > Butnow 


chere-were three forts of Perſons, who 
were 


% - 
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| were not- permicceed to be preſent at that 
a&ion, namely, the. Catechumenes, who 
were not as yer ſufficiently inſtructed in 
the myſteries of Religion; tire Penitents, 
who were nor as yer received into the 
peace of the Church z and (Daimoniacks) 
ſuch as were poſſeſſed with Devils: Ser- 
8 mon ended, the Deacon intimated co all 
| ſuch, that ic behoved them to withdraw, 
diſmiſſing them in theſe cearms, Tte miſſe 
et; which word ( being-only veledifory ) 
fignified the Conge, or ſolemn leave taken 
of them; and was no wiſe underftood in 


'F. chat ſenſe,which is at this day put upon ic; 


In ſucceeding Apes, all the publick Exer- 
ciſes of the Church, were called Maſi 5, 
becauſe they were all concluded with an 
Orifor, immediacly following upon the 
Viſa; that is to ſay, the Conge (or Pale- 
dion.) | 


- Arno 370. &c. 


Et was not this tearm fo dangerous, 
as-the new Khetorick, which they 
begun ſoon after to diſplay. The Church' 
celebrated the memon ial of the Saints, by 
a imple recital» of their virtues, and by 
exhorting. of every one: to an ag. al 
chere- 


WAN ee core i 


; 
: 
, | 
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thereof: To thole Panegyricks, they add. | 


ed rhe Ornaments of Language; the great 
Orators, with whom the Chairs were chen 
well furniſhed, producing what ever the 
Rules of Eloquence to them fupgefted; 


'NazianZ. Thys about the Year 370. in the Com- 


erat. 1. iN 


Tulian, Memoration of the Martyrs, they began 


. to uſe Proſopopeias and Apoſtrophees : one of 
them deciaims in-this manner, Hear yee 
People, yee that'live diready, and yee that 
are as yet unborn; bear likewiſe thou Soul 

of great Conftantine, 'if fo be there be any 

NaZziaD7. ſenſe in thee, &c. for { faith he) T am 

Tur.” ® conſtrained to beſpeak, him, juſt as if he 
an. . | 

Were. preſent, and as if he were one of 


the Auditory: The ſame Author, in' the ' 


ſecond Oration which he makes upon the 
ſame ſubje&t, direfts his Speech co the 
Soul of Falian the Apoſtate, which yer he 
believed to bein Hell. There is then a 
vaſt diflerence between thoſe oratorions 4- 
poſtrophees, and the Invocation of Saints ; 
a Figure of Rhetorick , and an af of wor- 
ſhip ; and yer was this ſtrain of Oratory 
2 prelude co-a groſs enſuing abuſe; for 
afcer this example did the ignorant, Peo- 
ple begin by litcle and lictle co' addreſs 
their requeſts to Saints departed, as if their 
rudediale& or meaning had been R__ 

3s | intel- 
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mtzlligible : Bur we. muſt remark, that 
neicher then nor ſor a long time after wag 
the Invocation' of Saints praiſed in the 
Church; but on the contrary, this ſuper- 
fticious Brat hatcht by(the cacozealous fer- 
vour of ) atfew private Perſons, was con- 
demned- (as illegitimate) by che DoQors 
of that. age, who ceach chac the Saints are 
indeed advanced to tiue honour and reſt 
im glory, but yet ought not to be by us 
magnified beyond what 7s convenient ; that 
the Sacred Virgiu was never intenged for 
an objed off adoration , but thac che Juxuri- 
ant honuur to her aſcribed, did proceed 
from ſome ſuperſtitious Females, {,( ſly 
Women) accomplices with ſuch as ,in 7e- 
remniab's time worſhipped the Queen of 
Heaven ; that the compariſon wade by 
thoſe who urge the example of Kings, to 
whom addreſſes are uſually made by the 


intervention! of Courtiers or' Officers, is 


alcogether impertinentz like as fome He- 
reticks of thoſe times, eſpecnlly in che 
Province of Phrygia, had their recourſe 
to God by the mediation of Angels, ha- 
ving amongſt them the Oratories of Sc. 
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Epiphan 
hereſ.78. 
79» 


Ambroſ, 
in Rom. 
cap, I, 


Caoncil. 
Laodvo. 
apud T1275 


Michael; this Invocation of Angets was allo od. in E- 
condemned of Herefie, by che Council of Zi? a 
Eeodicea, held about the year 365, you 


Ir 


olOts. 


f. Cap. - of 
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In thoſe times many Perfons'\, what 
through curioſity, what through zeal, re- 
forted to the places where the more emi- 
nent Martyrs were inter'd ; for we have 
ſeen how carefall the Church was in col- 
le&ing of their Bones, yea in tranſport- 
ing them from remore places, and diſ- 
poling of them to magnificent Sepulchres: 
Lt was a meer natural affetion- that prom- 
pred every one with.a curious defire co ſee 
thoſe Bodies which were ſometime the 
Temples of the boly Gh:# ; this is the rea- 
fon why St. Chryſoſtome ſaid ; Þ efteem of 
the City of Rome, not becauſe of the Pillars 
of. Marble, but becauſe of the Pillars of the 
Church therein the Bodies of St. Peter ( ſup- 
poſed to have been there ) and St, Paul; 
who can afford me at preſent the favour of be- 
ing ſiretched ont all along upon the Body of 
St. Paul ? Of being nailed to his Sepulchre ? 
Of beholding the duft of that Body which bore 
the marks of the Lord Feſus, and that mouth 
by which Chrift bim ſelf ſpoke? T covet to ſee 
the Sepulchre wherein is incloſed that armour 
of righteouſneſs, that armour of light, thoſe 
members which {ill live, and were dead whilli 
living. - I covet to ſee thoſe Chains, thoſe 
bonds, fc. The intent then of thoſe vi- 
fits, was, that they might be confirmed in 
, che 
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the fame Faith for which thoſe Martyrs 
ſuffered, that ſo they might have part in 
the ſame ReſurreAion, and this they be- 
fought God for by Prayer, poured out o- 
ver their Sepulchres, Now thoſe places 
became the more famous, by reafon of a 
rumour ſpread,;that miracles were wrought 
by their means ; for Arrianiſme bejng then 
become very general, it is poſſible that 
God mighe at that time have confirmed by 
miracles, the Orthodox Faith : Howbeit 
ſo it was, that this perſwahon drew the 
People to thoſe Sepalchres, but Superſti- 
tion at the (ame cime followed thereupon 53 
for chen began the belief, that there was Bafil in 
2 kinde of Divine vertue ſubje&ed in thoſe #7 pi,” 
Reliques, prevalenc againſt che maladies augyi. 


of the Soul, as well as thoſe of the Body: Ambrof. 


It was generally believed that the Bodies 
of the Saints were as ſo many tyutekery 
Guardians and Fortreſfes to the Ciries 
wherein they were kept, 'in ſo much that 
every one coveted to have fume of them 5 
and for this very reaſon they began to 
tranſport them from one place to another ; 


f The common People ſpent the Vigi/s (or 


Wakes ) in the cemeteries of the Martyrs ; 
thither they carried Victuais, that they 
might be cheieby ſanfified; yea, they 

E * hghted 
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lighted -up Tapers in broad Day light, in 
coken (ſaid they) of joy and triumph: 
But we mutt likewte note, that all thoſe 
were the procedures of private Perſons 
only, and no wiſe approved of by the 
Church; true it is, the Biſhops were cons 
{trained by the prevailing multicude, to 
connive at thoſe abuſes, whereof yet they 
| acknowledged the enormity : This tole- 
ration nevertheleſs did not foreftall their 
utmoſt endeavour, for ſtopping of that 
corrent; for at the ſame time, both Do» 
Qors and Councils condemned thoſe ex- 
travagancies, prohibited the lighting up 
of Torches in honour of the A/artyrs, in- 
terdiced Vigile, repreſſed thoſe who car- 
ried vituals to-cheir Sepulchres,as having 
derived that cuſtome from Paganiſme, and 
caught that the Reliques of Saints ought 
co be buried, and not tranſported from 
Place to place ; that the cuſtome of ſwear- 
ing by the Reliques of the Dead was pure- 
.ly Paganiſh, and that many built Sepul- 


5.c4p.14- chres tor Martyrs, Meerly out of vain fri- 
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Anno 330. Oc. 
He original of praying for the dead, we | 


| have ſeen in che tormer age; come / 
we now to view the growth, and progreſs of | 
the lame: This cuſtome,ſprung originally 
from a natural afte&ion in the ſurviving, 


was at lengrh received into the Church, 


and in after time continued therein. The pgyſeh.7- 
Emperour ( onſiantine being dead, all the vita Con- 
People prayed for. his Soul; but as we /tant. [ib, 
have already noted, thoſe Prayers were 4: ©: 7+ 
mace in a ſenſe quite other than at pre- 

ſeat; for all the Fathers of the firſt ages, , 

were of an opinion, which is at-this day 7 
rejefed'by the Church of Rome, namely, 


'thac the Souls of the righteous are reſer- Ambrof, 


ved in a common Receptacle until the Re» orat. de 
ſurre&ion ; and upon this ſuppoſition * _ q 
they ground their praying for the dead : CO 
Now for the(ſe reatons did the Church ;, maith. 
pray for them, viz. 1. To the end, God Epiphan. 
mighe pleaſe ro glorify them in due time, Pref 75. 
baſtening their Reſurre&ion. 2, To the gooey 
end, the Judge might upon the laſt day —__ 
be propitious co them, and nor deal with þ:x:.32, 
them in rigour. 3. It is remarkable, that 


they prayed even for the Patriarchs, for , 
| | E 3 the 
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the Prophets, for the Evargelifts, for the 


Apoiles, tor the Martyrs, yea, and for the, 
Vargin Mary, whom yer they believed not 
: to be in Purgatory 3 bur their end herein 


was, that it might pleaſe God to increaſe 

[their glory; whence we muſt note by the 

'way, how far they were from praying to 

the Saints, fince that they prayed for them; 

and the truth is, antiquity informerh us, 

Epipha. that one of the main reaſons why they 

bereſ 75. prayed for them, was, that they might by 

ſo doing diſtinguiſh chem frofn Chriſt, 

whom none prayeth for, bur all pray to. 

Chryſoſt... 4, But which is yet more ſtrange, 

Serm-3- they went ſo far as tg pray for the very 
ad Phil, , 

kan, 69, damned ; tothe end they might procure 

for them (laid they) ſome allay and miti- 

gation of their pain; for, in as much as miſ- 

guided zeal is no where bounded, they 

afte&ted co extend their charity, even' as 

far as Hell it ſelf, being ftrongly opiniated 

chat the Prayers of the Church inthe be- 

1d. Serm.. half of the danned, might be available for 

kno a qualifying and aſſw aging of their torment, 

61. 05 in and rendering of their internal ſtatemo:e 

Johan. ſupportable; thus did they inconfiderate- 

hom.21. Iy kindle ſtrange fire upon the Altar, and 

Aug. En- made their cenſors ſmoak through the (is 

chyrid, perftitious flames of a prepoſterous devo- 

cad 110. tion, Ws But 
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\ But, behold an innovation of a lamen- Origen. 
table teque] : The primicive Chriſtians had 775 
not as yet received any Images; this the yank libs 
Pagans upbraided them with, as a notori- x.cap. 14. 
os defect : The Church had condemned Epipha, 
the Gnofiicks, famous Hereticks who uſed Nenſ-31 . 
Images, evea thac of Chrilt himſelf; Ex- Hiſt — 
ſebius ſaich in his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, 1,7 1;,-, 
that this uſage was derived from Pagans, cap. 37. 
who were accuſtomed to honour the me- 
nory of their Deliverers with Portraits 
and Images; which;thac they might cloath Arhanaſ, 
their 1dolatry with a'ſpecious pretext, Eulcb. 
they yer further alledged to be as fo many »: 
Boks repreſenting Divine things: The 
Empercur Confantine cauſed the I#tage of 


the goad Shepheard co be made,bur not with 
any intent of having ir placed in a Church: 


The Statue of Daniel in Brals was alſo e- 
refed in the middle of the Market-place 
of Conſtantinople : The ſame Hiſtorian Eu- Euſeb. ad 
ſebius writing to the Empereſs Conftarte, cr 
tells her chat Chrif, even as he is Man, "W* 
cannot be repreſented by the Penfl : True | 
it 1s, at the ſametime there was a Statue Euſeb, 
ſhewen in Ceſarea, which they ſaid: was 
that of Feſus Chriſt, ere&ed before that in 
a private Houſe, where che Woman was 
cured of che bloody flux, mentioned in _ 

Qa 


Niceph. ! þ 
h1b.1.cap- that Statue undoubredly the Portrait df 


40-5 
I os ?fo 


Cap. 37. 


-SOZOM, 


b5.5. 
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Gref..? 
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Aug. 
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lib. 1. 

' Cap. IO, 
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Goſpel, was alſo repreſented ; and fron 


Jelts Chriit in Nicephorys was drawa 
a1d afcerwards imitated, by Statuarie 
and Painters. Now for as much as f#4a; 
the Apoſtate had cauſed it co be detaced | 
and the Pagans, in deſpight co Chriſt, hac 
broken it into pieces; che Chriſtians re: 
colleted. all che fragments, and placet 
them in the Church. But about che yea 
380.they began co embellifh che Churches, 
wherein they aſſembled, wich PiGures, 
whereby they repreſented the ſuferings # 
the Martyrs , rendering them moe 
palpable "and atiefive co the behold- 
ers; as alſo ſome Scripture- Hiſtories, as 


F: Abrabam's Sacrifice, Chriſt's Miracles, &c 


And for as much as the Agapes or Feats 4 
their Afemblies, were as yet practted by 
Chriſtians, the objeAs there preſented 
before their Eyes, were of ule to preyen! 
iftemperancy; We muit therefore re 


S. Barth, MUrk, char thoſe Images were only Hiſt- 


Nyfſen. 
orat, in 


Thesd: 


rical, ( ſerving for commemoration only ) 
not for veneration : Likewiſe,thar the iame 
were no other than p/ain Pigures: For Sta- 
tues were not received into Churches, ill 
a long time afcer : Bur briefly, that which 
#38 mol} ,remarkabie herein, was che opr 
"I : 42 poſi: 
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Pofition then banded up againſt this no- 


" velry, there having been even Coun: Concil. 


Eltbart. 


cils, which expreſly prohibiced che ule of 


Pifures 1n the Ghurch. Moreover, fuch 
was the Devotion of many, even after chis 
Innovation, that they would nut endure 
any Image in thezr Churches ; Epiphanius, 
one of the moſt famous Men ot thule 
times,relaces this paſſage, thac being in a Epipha. 
certain Viilage in Paleſtine, he obſerved at Ph ad 
: . unNan. 
the Church-eurry a painted Cloath, ha- pu 


'ving like the Pifture of Chriſt, 'or ſome Hieroſo- 


Sajne upon it; Now when that I. beheld 'ym. 
(faith he) that they bad as it were, under 
colour of Scripture-authority, placed the T- 
mage of a Man, in the Church of Chriit, I 
cut . that © loth, and councelled them much 
rather. to wrap up the dead Corps of ſome poor 
Perſon therein. 


Anno 336. 


T He Celibacy of Eccleſiaſticks \ was. hi- 
therto uſed, more through, provate 
devotion, than by. yertye of any. publick, 
ſuflrage, and determination + of the 
Church : But about the, Year 3$6;;Syricius 

Bifhop of Rome, was thefirſt phat did; by piging, 
publick, Decree (provided there, be nn "Ul; 
& O 

_ 


« » - - - 


- 
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of forgery in the caſe) prohibic varriage 
Synod. to the Clergy of the Churches within his 
 Turon. JurifdiQion 3; howbeir this was not uni- 
—— 18. verfally obſerved, for even till the year 
| Tib, «2:5, 950. we finde in the Catalogue of Hiſtory 
Proviad, throughout all the Provinces of Europe, a 
great number of Ecc/efiaftick Perſons mar- 
ried; famous Do@ors impugning the Law 
of Celibacy ; and,which is yet more, Roman 
Biſhops Yelcended ' of Eccleſiaſtical Pa- 
rents, who were married even during their 
Clerk: ſhip, as was Boniface I. Felix ll. and 
Gelafms |. thus many Ages paſſed before 

that this Decree was received. 


Anno 400. Sc. 


Aug. ad E now enter vpon thattime where- 


Tanuar. x y of St. Auguſtine complained, fay- 
Eft. ing, that ic was ſo univerſally ſtuffed wich 


: : ®: Cap. Ceremonial Obſervances, that the condition 


of the Fews living under the ſervile Yoak. 
of the Law, was much more ſupportable, 
chan. that ef Chriftians under che Go- 
pel}) as we fhall ſee in good part, How- 
beic we ſhall omit divers Rites introduced 
in the fifth age, which were never appro- 
ved of by the Church of Rome; as the 
burning of the-ſuperplus and —_—_— 
| 0 
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of the Sacrament, after that all had com- 


municated; the {ending of the Sacrament 
to new married couples, to be by them 
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Concil. 
Carthag, 


Joyntly Feceived at home in their own *; 


Houſes; che thruſting of the ſame into 
the mouth of the dead, a moſt prephane 
abuſe! We ſhall likewiſe torbear to menti- 
on all thoſe innovations, which having 
been commenced before, were continued 
in after time; and ſhalÞ only note the 
progreſs of the fame, and the rife of ſuch 
as followed thereupon, each according 
to the order of time, wherein they began 


- to appear. 


As therfore we have already ſeen in what 
reſpe& Primitive Antiquity prayed for 
the dead, in, like manner we muft know 
what was the intent of the Vigils, which 
enſued upon that uſage. It was an-anci- 
ent cuſtome, -that as ſoon as any one had 
given up the Ghoſt, they called ſome Ee- 
clefiaftick Perfons, who ſpent the whole 
night with the friends of che dead, enter- 
taining them with ſome ſerious and fea- 
ſonable diſcourſes, grounded upon the 
Word of God, for their inftra&ion and 
comfort : To this purpoſe they ſung alſo 
Pſalms, diſpoſed by way of Axtipbontes,or 
Verſicles, interchangeably anſwering one 

; ano- 


i 
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another; and recommended che departed 
| Soul ro God, to the end, that pardoning 
its fins, he would vouchlafe to prelerve it 
from Hell, and erernal Death; Judge it 
in mercy.upon tie laſt day, and give to 
its Body a glorious Reſurrecion ; bur ne- 
ver to the end that he might deliver it our 
of Pyrgatory, thouga that be che conſe- 
quence drawn; from thence at this. day 
and indeed the greek Church Prayeth for 
the Dead, which yet nevec believed a Pur- 
gatory. 
' To thoſe Funeral afts another Cere- 
'mony was added ; It was a Pagan cuſtome, 


that cheir Champions who had won the - 


*prize in wraftling,were conduded to their 
Houſes with Songs of Triumph, and bur- 
ning Torches, in token of honour and 
cadratulation s this our Cariftians ap» 
plied to their dead, as thoſe, who after 
'thac they had fought the good fight, had 
finifhed” cheir courſe, and obtained the 
Crown of Glory : They then inte:*d chem 


- 


with ſinging of Pſa/ms, by way of taank(- 


givitg to God,and conlolation to the ſur» 
viving; as alſc wich ligheed Tapers, in ho- 
nour, of "the burial of the \deceaſed ; for 
.the reaſon of that Ceremony is thus. ex- 
prefled by S. Chryſoſtang, who lived in the 
LC AB ' bepin> 


ken, 6, mn. cone Rn In, > 2 ng > C3 


CE ones eines adds. at 2008; Mi Ss m—_ _  < ww a uw wv 


the Hymns? Is it not becauſe we glorify 


' Incu*d excommunication, petitioned that} 
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beginning of this Age. Tell me, what, - 
mean the Lamps lighted up at Funerals ? po yY 


Is it not becauſe we accompany the dead, as ſo ad Heb. 
many magnanimonus Champions. What mean 


God, and render thanks to bim, for that be 
bath already crowned the defun&, delivering 
bim from all his toile and dolour ? Is it not* 
for this very end, that we fing Pſalms and” 
Hymns ? And why calleſt thou upon the Prieſts . 
and Singing-men ? Is it not for comfort to thy 
ſelf, and for honour to the deceaſed? - 

The formalicies oblerved by the Church,, 
in the reception of Penitents, were likewiſe 
multiplied 3 which in thoſe Days: weref 
thus praftiſed: When any one, who had 


he might be releaſed from that cenſure, 
making proteſtation of repentance; the ” 
Biſhop, who had excommunicated him), 
and twelve Priefts witit him, repaired to'/ 
the Church-door, where the Penitent pres? 
ſenting himſelf cloathed with Sack-cloath, 
bare-footed, with a deje&ed countenance,  ; 
his head covered with aſhes, weeping and'? 
hghing, implored forgiveneſs, and- pro- 
miſed amendment of life for the furure 
Then the Biſhop taking him by the hand, 
gave hinr entrance into the-Church, pr 
ad. 
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admiſfon to the Communion : But in caſe 
he did agaih relapſe into any crime, he 
was no more capable of admiſſion to 
Penance, but dealt with as one relapſed, 
' *fo as that they never gave him the Sacra- 
ment , fave only at the very point 
of death. Then alfo were Croſſes receiv- 
ed into Churches, whereas formerly they 
were only repreſented upon Money and 
Milicary Banners; but held only for meer 
memorials of Chriſts death, and not for oþ- 
Cyril. jefis of adoration + for fo do the Chriſtians 
contra Tu- of thoſe times explain chemſelves therein: 
Har.lib.6. Tt js further remarkable, that theirs was 
only the fimple form and figure of the 
Croſs, and that the Image of the Crucifiz 
was-not rectived into the Church, till a 
long time after. 
Ang. ds Authors of the ſame age make mention 
tEivit, ofa cuſtome, which was afterwards turned 
Dei lib, into- Superftition : As long as the gift of 
70. cap. miracles was ſubjeted in the Church, ſhe 
| chnſeft,” was endowed with an eſpecial vertue of 
n * diſpoſleſſing and chafing away Devils; bur 
this gift being once antiquaced and ſuper- 
ſeded, they found no better expedient in' 
che caſe, than to condu@ the poſſefied ince> 
the place of publick Aſſemblies, to the end 
chat the Church might pray for and wy 
\ them; 


« 


Ancient Ceremonies. 


them; and thoſe Prayers frequently ob- 
tained deliverance for theſe poor Demoni- 
acks: Burt they afterwards conſtituted py 
fed; FE Exorcifts, under the notion of an Office, ' 
cra- ſto whom they attributed Furiſdigion over 
oint I Devils, empowering them to torment, and 
eiv- f chaſe away the ſame, by vertue of their 
hey | conjurations. - T3 
and Now many had hitherto diſputed about Origen. 
neer || the ftate of Souls after death: But Origen, in Exod. 
 oþ= [who lived about the year 230. and who m—_ 
ans | may well be called the Origin of many p/,4.25, 
ein: Errours, ſeems to have been the firft that him. 3. 
was | made way or entrance to the belief of 0 in 
the | Purgatory. This DoQ@or caught, that all Tits 0h 
cifix © Men, the faithfull as well as the unbeliev-/ - " 
ll a Jing, ſhall paſs through chat Fire, which) 

J ſhall conſame the World upon the laft day, ' 
jon after the Reſurreftionz which opinion ambrof, 4 « 
ned {| was embraced by many, but condemned{in Pſal, 
t of I by che Church ; nor can any thing be ur-" 118. _ 
ſhe Nged from hence in favour of Purgatory 37 Z 
eof Þ for that, whereof Origen ſpake, is not as: 4 
bue | yet kindled, and is in every reſpe& differ- 
er- {ent from that of the Church of Reame: 
tin' | Bur thoſe controverſies touching the con- 
ney dition and manfion of Souls departed, 
2nd | beginning to multiply about the year 400. N 
ver | ſome certain Perſons corrupted with the 
mz __— fabulous 
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fabulsns Narratives of Pagans, conceited 
with'chem, chat they, are purged and 1efi- 
ned- in ſome place or other, before that 
ever they be received up inco Heaven ff 
: {Thoſe diſcourſes were. managed by way of 
ot: # 7 \probleme, andnor in form of a pohtive af-W 
od. Gr: *ſertion; and | in. this ſenſe St. Angufiine 
Q& 59: (writes, and reſolves the whole queition by 
de Cwit:\a may be. Thus the firſt Do&rine con- 


_ ms (oe De Purgatory was problematical only; 


nut Dogmarical, or matcer of faich, cll a 

longtime after .that, as we fhall'ſee in its 

{proper piace; Nevertheleſs, for the Rea- 

ders (atisfation, we ſhall hear ſubjoyn che 

teſtimony of two Fathers, amongſt the 

, many of che firſt Antiquicy ; to the end, 

{that it may appear what the belief of the 

Juſtin. Primitive Church was, couching the ſtare 
TED of Souls departed St. Faſtin Martyr, who 
Wm * 2#lt. 25 lived in the 130. year of our Lord, ſpeak- 


yell weſt, Body (faith he) there is immediately a ſe- 
75. in r& paration Made of the juſt, and of the unjuii : 
ſpanſ, for they are condutied by the Angels, to pla- 
" , ces werthy of them ; namely,the Souls of the 

; Juit, to Paradiſe, where they enjoy the ſociety 

\of Angels and Arch: Angels, yea, and the 

| pery. Face. of our Saviour Feſus Chrift bim- 


elf; but thoſe of the unjuſt to the infernal 
oY manſions: 


R*:ſpon(. . : . . 
| no Lil eth of it thus : After the diſſolution of the 
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Confeſſion of Penitents, was changed into a | 
private one, in the. Greek Church only + 
But about the. year 450- ow ſame ajteras 
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Manſions. St. Trentis Biſhop of Lyons, in Iren. / 
the year 160. The Preachers (faith-he) who % 5+ 
are the Diſciples of the Apoſtles, affirm, that ©? 7*\ 
thoſe wbo' are tranſlated from hence, are 
tranſported into Paradiſe, that being prepa- 
red for juit Men, and ſuch ds have the ſpirit, 
the place whither St. Paul was caught up, 
pbere be beard things unutterable ; and that 
bey ſhould continue there till the conſummng= | 
ton and end of the World, ſeeing incorrnption. | 
\nd thus Eraſmus in his animadverfions 
pon that Facher obferveth, and good 
eaſon he had, De purgatoris nulla mentioz; | * 
hat chere is no mention made by him of 
argatory ; juRtly acknowledging, that that 
yous Author ſpoke as one wholly unac- ,.  . 
painted with any ſuch Fable; and for Belojes 
this reaſon, it was ordered by the Expur= pag. 72: 
ratory Index, borh of Spain, and of the Index , 
Low-Countries, that that noce of Eraſmus EXPWes | 


fiould be quite obliterated. mY 


<a mY grein. 


Index 


Anno 450. &c 
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likewiſe befall che Wefterll; 


Churches, which had ever till then r 
gained the uſe of publick Confeſſion. 
Chryſoft Chrijtian liberty alſo in matter of Feaſts 
:» Matth, Was maintained, til] about chis time : The 
hn. 47. Doors thac flouriſhed in chis age, having 


Cyril. 1® caught, that Chrift never commanded: wiſj 
Leviric. to zmitate his Faſt of forty days ; that Faſt; 


_ b ing is the laft and loweſt of vertues.3 tha 


pf. 80.. true Faſting conlifts in abſtinency from fin; 
& 118. that Faſting indeed is commanded in tht 
Scriptures, but as touching che particuly 

days of Fafting, nor Chrift, nor his Aps 

ſtles did ever. ena& any Ordinance; that 

it is matter of freedom and indifferency 

faſt upon ſome certain Days; that che 
choice ard diſtingion of meats is nat 
matrer of Religion, &c. We have likewiſt 

ſeen how that Faſis were diverfly obſer 

ved, both as to their time and manner,and 

that they abſtained nort- only from fleſhy 

but from Wine alſo; and we may yet fur- 

ther. obſerve, how much the Faſts of the 


firft differed from thoſe of modern ages}! 


11 chac the Lent of the ancients did e\er 

begin upon the Sabbath, which followed 
immediately upon that of Ihitſuntide : 

Ambroc, But the liberty of the Church herein was 
ſem. 34: through the Laws: of new Councils, _ 
mu - 
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ferauteiplicicy of Faſts arlengeh ſuppreſſed :.@ 
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For Leo I. Biſhop of Rome, did about the 
year 460. ordain the obſervance of four” 
Solemn anniverfary Fafts; namely, Lent, 
Whitſuntide, the feventh,and tenth Months; 
fiot denying, bur chat che two laſt were in 
imitation of Fudaiſme. There. be ſome 
Anthors, who-ſpeaking of the Faſt of che 
our times Cor four Weeks of Ember or 
Inber-4ays) and of the Inſtitution chere- © 
of, give this reaſor. for the fame: Pope . | 
Gelaſins had decreed, that the Ordination 5, 7,.0 
of Prieſts and Deacons ſhould be perfors ſeptin; 
med upon thoſe Days; now for as much men/15/ 
is that afion was after the example of che 
Primittve Church, (As 13. & 14.) ma- 

mged with Fafting and publick Prayer, 

the Faft of the four times was hereupon 
mroduced; and notwithſtanding choſe 
Ordinations were not ' performed any 

more at that time, yer was the cuſtome of 

of Faſting afcerwards continued - In like 
manner, as couching the Y7gils of Saints, 
fenameindeed was retained, bur the uſe 

of them quite changed; for che Fak& up- 

on the Night preceding the ſolemnity of 

any Saint, were curned into Faſty, howbeir 

the name of Vigil remained. The Faft of 
Rogations came co paſs foon' after, for there 

Fz hap= 
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happening in ſeveral places in Lyonoiſe in 
Frence, divers Earth. quakes Conflagrati- 
ons, and'many dangers incur'd through 
wild Beaſts; thoſe publick calamiries mo- 
ved Manert Biſhop of Vienne in Daulphi- 
noiſe, to ordain, that upon ſome certain 
Days every year, there ſhould be pablick 
Prayers made with Faſting, and aQs of 
repentance : Thus were the Rogations 1n- 
fticuted, which reached even to Forreign 
Provinces, as we ſhall ſee ftreightc. 


Anno 4.70. Oc. 


; « 
Fe have ſeen ſome ſeeds and be- 
ginnings of the Invocation of Saints, 
towards the end of the preceding age; 
Ir was not uſed in the Church, but only 
amoneſt ſome private Perſons, and that as 
yer with ſome hefication. They began 
then to conceive new opinions touching 
the Martyrs,to rely upon their Interceſſion, 
andco attribute vertue to their Sepulchres. 
St. Auguſtine tells us, that the ſtronger and 
better Chriftians 'had no ſuch' cuftome, 
but the weaker ſore only, and thoſe too 
by way of Indulgence. This abuſe pre- 
vailed ſo much, as that the tranſportation 
of Reliques, the reforts of People, the 
| honours 
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honours conferred upon Saints, which 

at the beginning ' were collerable, 

were now advanced to an exceſs: The 

Body of Chryſojlome being tranſported co Niceph. 
Conſtantinople, the Emperour Theodofins _ vc 
kneeled down before ir, praying it to © 45 
forgive his Parents, who had perſecuted 

ic whil't living : Bur againſt chis Supec= 
ſtition,the Fathers of this'age,like as cheic 
Predeceſſours before them, remonſtrate 

afcer this manner: The Souls of the dead Aug. lib. 
intermedle not with the affuirs of the living ; 4* cwra 
The Saints are not our Mediatours : We ap- 919 "re 
plaud the Martyrs, as thoſe who have fought \,' > " 
in the defence of the truth , and maintained contra 
the purity of the Faith; we worſhip them not, Farmen. 
build them no Churches, offer them no Sacri- 992+ Po 


69 


fice : Bur to what purpoſe then are thoſe ſo- 57%, 


lemnities ? To the end, that we may thereby 8. cap 27. 
glorifie God, becauſe of their viftory, and Cyril. 
encourage our ſelves to follow their example, © 7%, al, 
that we may ſhare in their Crown and re- Chryloſt 
ward : But that we may attain thereunto, yom.s. in 
muſt the Sgint s be invoked ? In nowiſe; bat Math. 

we will only implore aid from the true Gad Theodor; 
himſelf, who made them both Men and Mar- "" >Evilt- 
tyrs, This chen was the Language of che; 
Church; and we muſt remember, that 

for as much as in the Afembly, before 

F3 the 


; A Treatiſe of 
the Communion, they celebrated the me- 
morial of the Saints ; -St. 2uguftine ſpeak- 
ing of that 'lommemoration, informs us, 
- that the names of the Martyrs were thei 
rehearſed in rank and order, as the ſer. 
vants of God, who had overcome the 
World, through the Confeſſion of their 
Faith, buc that they were not inked; 
which is at this day verified by the more 
Chryſoft. 2Dcieat Liturgies, and ſer Forms of pub- 
*n Matth, lick Prayer and thankſgiving; for the 
_ Hom. 26, Church prayed for the believing and un- 
A E- believing, for Magiſtrates, for friends and 
oy Hes foes, for preſent and ablent, for Penitenty 
Hom. 18, for Demoniacks, and jn genera], for the 
t5 in 1.44 whole World ; Now, that they might ex- 
Tim.cop.2 cite the People to che greater fervency in 
Jn, , Prayer,the Paſtour uſed this Exhortation, 
Tertul,, Surſum corda, Lift up your bearts on bigh; 
'* .. Whereunto.they gave this only Anſwer, 
Habemus ad Dominum, We yield them t 
_ the Lord; for in the whole action they in- 
voked none other than God. | 
In this age were likewiſe introduced 
( as we have ſaid) Letanies or Rogations 
firſt in the Eaſtern Church,and afterwards 
in the Weftern ; the Peſtilence at Conſtan- 
tinople, and the Earth-quakes at Lyons and 
adjacent places, adminiftring the =_ 
© Nos +” "os 301, 
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(ion hereof. From thence they were Cx» 


tended upon thelike occurrence-,chrough- 
out the whole, boch Eaſt and Weſt; now 
behold the Form of the ſame ; They di- 
pefted inco certain Articles the publick 
calamicies and neceſſiries, praying for the 
prace from on high, and the ſalvation of 
Souls, for the proſperity of Gods holy 
Churches, for both Clergy and People, 
for* vigher Powers, and the peace of che 
whole World, for that Province and City, 
for the fruitfulneſs of the Earth,for health, 
for ſuch as were engaged in 2 journey or 
voyage, for the ſick, for che impriſon- 
ed, &c, every one of thoſe Articles being 
pronounced with a loud voice by the Pa- 
ftour, the People anſwered toeach thereof, 
Kyrie Eleiſon, Lord have mercy upon us. 
They afterwards added other claufes, 'but 


the. Invocation of Saints had no place in Niceph, 
thoſe Letanies: One Peter Gnaphens , or 6. 15. 
Foulon Patriarch of Antioch, was the firſt ©: 18. 


that foifted the ſame into the Prayers of 
the Church, about the year 470. And we 
muſt note, that this Perſon was corrupted 
with che Eutychian Hereſie, for which he 
was condemn'dby the fifth General. Coun» 
cil ; chus did Superfticion, which at firft 
was only private, become publick at laft F 
| + 
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and the Commemoration of Saints, ws- 
changed into Invocation ; inſomuch, thut 
in ſtead of addrefhng thejc diſcourſe to 
che living, jn order co their imitaring of 
the Saints, they now dire irco the Sains 
in the behalf of the living ; howbeic this 
ſame Invocation of Saints was at the begin- 
ning uſed only by the Greeks; for the £4- 
tine Church received it nor cill above an 
hundered and twenty years after, 2s we 
ſhall alſo ſee in due time and place. 


Anno 490. 


Ec us conclude this fifth Century with 

an obſervation which offered ic ſelf 
about the ſame time. ' It hath beea ſajg, 
that many had at the celebration of the 
Euchariſt,intreduced the cuſtome of ſoaked 
or gipt Bread, for the benefic of ſuch as 
could not uſe the Cup. This uſage was 
eondemned by 7ulins Biſhop of Rome, 4- 
bout che year 340. Howbeit in the Church 
of Rome, the Prieſt doth ftill dip a moiety 
of the Hofte in the Wine of the Chalice: 
adding at the ſame time, that, this im- 
mecſjon conduceth co eternal life in the 
receivers: This expedient ſo generally 
uſed,carries in jt a demonſtratiye oridence 
Re YE Su. _ 
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that Antiquity gave the Communion un- 
der the ewo ſpecies, chuſing much rather 
in an exigence wherein they could. no 
berter order it, to give ſoak'd or fteep'd 
Bread, then to adminifter the Sacrament 
under that only ſpecies. Now abour the 


year 440. the Menichees who held Wine 


in abomination, as che Turks do at this 
day, attempted to introduce the Commu- 
nion, under one only ſpecies : And whereas 
there were many 1n che Church tainted 
with thac herefie, they were diſcerned by 
this token,that they made ſome heſitation 
about receiving of the Chalice. This ſu- 
perſtition was ſuppreſſed towards the year 
490. by Pope Gelafins, who ordained;that 
they ſhould eicher receive the Sacrament, 
whole and entire, or elſe wholly abſtain 
from and forbear it, conformably to what 
was decreed by Leo, his Predecefſour, who 


impeached of Sacriledge all thoſe who 


repulſe the Cup of redeeming blood; an 
Ocdinance which condemas the mutilation 
of the Sacrament jncroduced in after-rirme 
by the Romiſh Church. 


Leo. 
erm. 


quad. 4+» _ 


Diftin&. 


2. Canon, 
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Anno 500. CC. Z 
\v,v4 E are now arrived at the year 500, 


The Hiftorical uſe of Images was 


received into Churches, which was the 
only uſe that Chriftians applyed them to 


for above -an hundred years after their 


firſt introduftion ; but. now the People 


began to degenerste into-abuſes herein, 


and Images were advanced from contem- 
þlation to weneration : Many Biſhops wil- 


ling to ſuppreſs this 7dolatry, cauſed them - 


to be broken into pieces within their ſe- 


veral Dioceſſes, but the popular torrent 


prevailing over their zeal, this ſame 2bo- 
mination, inforced by cuſtome, was in fine 
authorized by thoſe, whoſe part it was to 
reform itz but a long time aſter, as we 
(hall ſhew-in its proper place : Ler us-cake 
a view of ſome innovations, which came to 
. paſs art the ſame cime. 


\ 


Anno 528. 


Monegſt che many other Miracles pra- 
Aiſed in the Church, in the time of 
'the Apoſtles, the anginting of the fick was 
one, by vertue whereof they recovered 
: bodily 
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bodily health: Now, howbeic the gift of 
Healing was,tagether with other Miracles, 
become antiquated, yer did ſome Here- 
ticks affect co retain the uſe of chis ſame 
Uniion,though now vacated of its priſtine 
efficacy,addrefling it to another end ; for, 
about the year 180.the Valentinians anoint- _ 
ed their ſick with Oile, when ever they ,,, iQ, 
perceived them to be under the approach 
of death, adding thereunto certain Pray- 
ers, pretending that the ſame did con- 
duce to ſoul-ſalvation : This ſuperſtition 
found no entercainment, ſave amongft 

- ſome certain Hereticks, the Church ever 
having it in deteftation ; But about the 
year 528. Felix 1V. Bifhop of Rome, infti- 
tuted extream Union, which was. after- 
wards amplified with Ceremonies, and 
received in the quality of a Sacrament 3; 
Now from what ſource it ſprung, is no- 
hard matcer-co determine, 


Anno 535. . 


Qwards the year 535. Agepet I. or- 
dained Proceſſions before Eafter Feaft, Petrus de 

for which they give chis goodly reaſon: For,” 
as much, ſay they, as after the Reſurre- 
Qtion of our Lord, the Angels aid —_ 
Qn= 


ER Strat ins, IP R737 > 


| Natal. 


4A Tredtiſe of 
Women, Tel! the Diſciples, that he goeth 
before you into Galilee: Now from this 
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Mate, 28. 


Proceſlion'of Eaſter, thoſe of the Sabbath: . 
Days did afterwards proceed. , 


Anno 536. 


Parra de \/ his Succeſſour, ordained, that 

thoſe thatcelebrated the Maſs ſhould 
dire& their Faces towards the Eajt; and 
From thence it came to pats, that Altars 
for the moſt part were all turned Fajt- 
wards. TEM 


Rhenan, , T9 this Vigilius, is likewiſe attribured 


in Tertul, £ÞE Feaſt of Purification, Cor Candlemaſs) - 


whereof they give this account; The Pa- 
gans were wont, Jn the beginning of Fe- 


lib.s. 
adver. 


Marcion. bruery, to celebrate the Feaft of Proſer- 


pine, with burning Tapers; now, for a 
' diverſion from this piece of Pagan-impi- 
ety, they inſticuted the ſame day, and the 
ſame ching, in honour of the Virgin 


' Anno 600, 
Ocrruption was now become univerſal, 


and nothing is henceforth tobe ſeen 
but horrour 3 we ſhall only: rug over the 


more - 
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more Principal, The moſt notable change 
that befel] Religion, came to pals towards 
the year 600, This time was very dark ; 
the Sun of Truch over-clouded, and the 
brighteſt Stars fell from Heaven : Then 
was Gregory i. Biſhop of Rome, who not 
only approved of former Innovations, 
but ſuper-added new ones : They ſubfti- * 
tuted Saints in the room of Gods, to whom 
they dedicated Churches, Feſtivals, and ſa- 
crificing Prieſts ; Private - ſuperſtitions 
were advanced even to an invoking of 
them; which Irvocation was now become 
publick in the Latine Church ; for, Grego- 
ry entered the Virgin Mary into the Leta- 
| nies, and in proceſs of time they acqui- 
red the ſame bonour to all the Saints. - 

Whereas formerly there were only plain 
Pifures in Churches, they now ere&ed 
Statues therein; not thoſe of Saints only, 
but likewiſe thoſe of Emperours, howbeic 
they did 'nct as yet allor chereunto any 
kind of worſpip. 

The opir.ion of Purgatory heretofore © 
conceived by a few, began now to be con- 
firmed, howbeit their belief was as yet 
far different from the modern, in the 
Yiog3 for they held, that ( departed } 

ouls did divers ways expiate'their _ 
Ms, 
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fins, by Baths, Ice, Sinks, Hanging in the 


Air, &c. fo doubtfull hitherto was both 


the p/ace and: pain of Purgatory : nor had 
this Dottrine any other foundation, than 
the prejudices of Pagans, the pretended 
apparitions of Spirics, and vulgar cre- 
duliry. | 

Thoſe perſwaſions nevertheleſs travel- 
led with friendſhip to antiquated Cere- 
monies, whoſe ſcope was the (olacing of 
the dead; They believed alſo, that the 
Euchari, mighe be beneficial co. them, . 


.” | and therefore made it ſubſervient to this 


Superſticion; turning a Sacrament for the 
; living, into a Sacrifice for the dead: Thus 


{ alſo, wherea® the Offerings for the dead, 


were-no other than Ales beftowed in 
memory of their piety, 
receive the tearm of Ob/ation into the 
very Sacrament it ſelf, and that in expi- 
ation of rheir fins. 


Now proportionably co the Introdu-” | 


aion of new DoFrines, or new Ceremonies, 
was the form of Divine Worſhip always 
chop'd and chang'd, as well in the Eu- 
charift, as in publick Prayers: Liturgies 
were always different, not only in ſeveral 
Provinces, bue even frequently in one 
and the ſame ; witneſs among the _— 
thole 


they now - 


& . ow = mw of C(Þ. 
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thoſe which are aſcribed to St. Dionyſius, 
Baſile, Chryſojtome ; and. amongft che La- 


tines, thote attributed to Sr. Ambroſe, 


Augufiine and Tfidorez yet notwithſtanding, 


as they were conformable to one another 


in ſubſtance, ſo likewiſe they had many 
things commen in point of Foryz : Now, 
Grezory undertaking co redrels and new- 
model all Chureh-Forms, altered and ad- 
ded many paſſages; and out of chis fame 
medley, compoled the Office of the Maſs, 
after the ſame Form well-nigh, wherein ic 
is tO be (een at this day 3 borrowing the 
ſame from Hebrew and Greek Clauſes, as 
Kyrie eleiſon from the Greeks, and Halle- 
lujab from the Church of Feruſalen. 

We muſt note moreover, that the anci- 
ent Churcly receiving the Offerings pre- 
ſented by the People, beſought God, thar 
thoſe fruits of charity might become ac. 


j ceptable.co him ; co which pnrpoſe, chey 


pronounced thefe Oriſons, Fe pray thee 
to accept of, and bleſs theſe gifts, theſe pre» 
ſents, theſe boly Sacrifices, &c. Vouchſafe 
to regard them with a ſerene and propitious 
aſpe, and to accept of them, as thou did 
of the offering of thy righteous Child Abel,&c. 
Command that they be conveyed to thine holy 
Altar, by the hands of thine Angel. . Thoſe 

k . Orifons 


- 


A Treatiſe of 


Oriſons were retained in the Canon offy Ve! 
the Maſs, but alienated to quite anotherfeople 
intent ; for, whereas they were formerlyþfter. 
rehearſed over the Eleemoſynary preſentyutro?te 
of the Faithfull, they are now pronoungſervice 
ced over the Body of feſas Chrift, by anfſcend: 
abſurdity full of Sacriledge ; inaſmach agJe&ur: 
____ They do in-exprels tearms pray for Feſighe Pp! 
Chriſt, paralleling Him with the Sacriqhen c« 

fices offered by the Patriarchs of old. f Ant 

Then was the Gregorian Hymn receivedfcar » 
into the Canon of the Maſs ; till the yearffy da) 
368. there was not yet any ſinging uſed inf-olled 
the Roman Church. Dantaſus Biſhop ofſþag eh 
Rome, about the ſame time wrore to St, Anc 
Ferome, that he would fend him the Greekſn of 
Pſalter, Becauſe (faid ke) we are ſo tudiouggemon 

of ſimplicity, that upon the very Sabbath-dajſegan 
there is- only read one of the Epiſtles of theÞcielt| 
Apoftde,and one of the Chapters of the Goſpelmitat 
and the beauty of Pſalms doth not appear ingult n 
our mouths. Now the Pſalms were wont arPÞaſs tt 
firft to be ſung whole and entire by allſſed, cl 
the People, in one uniform and continnedſalt th 
- Song, bur afterwards by way of Diapſalningu 
or pawſe and intermiſſion : Finally, co-Fe fi 
wards the year, 418. Celeſtine 1. appointedſpſterw 
them to be ſung by way of Antiphony { orpontin 
Anthem) chat is to ſay, ld "ere 
| 7! 


hand 
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1 offly Verlicles, wherein che Clergy and the 
therfeople did by curns anſwer one another : 
erl8fter that they diftinguiſhed herein the 
entglntroites., ſung at the beginning ,of che 
ungecrvice ; the Gradnal, when the Deacon 
7 anficended the Pulpit-ſteps, in order to the 
1 ageture; and che Offertory, whilſt the Peo« 
le preſented their Offerings. Gregory 
hen compoled an Antipbonairy, { a Book 
f Anthems) for the whole courſe of che 
ar , and Yerſicles and Reſponſals for eve- 
gy day thereof :- He likewiſe conſtituted a 
olledge ( or Quire) of Singing-men, to 
offing che Office. ,  _ . PL nn 

And as if he had proje&ed the redudi- Rabar7 | 

$n of 7udaiſme, he borrowed divers Ce- 2 O_ 

ongemonies chere-from : for he it was that cp. 14. 
e/hegan to introduce Uniion into the 
rieftly Order, and Pontifical Habits in 
mication: of the, Priefis and Levites: We 
irMauſt note by the way, whence it came to 
atÞaſs that che Monks are otherwiſe apparel- 
alljed, chan the common People - In times 
edÞaft their Appare] was nor in the leaſt di- 
n$inguiſhed from that of others, ſave in 
o-Fhne ſimplicicy and plainneſs thereof ; bur 
-dfterwards like as Habits amongſt- Mea 
>rfontinue not long in one, faſhion, they 
lyFere alcered among Seculars, but were 
y G 4]ways 
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always retained in the ſame faſhion a: 


mongſt the Monks; and from hence aroſe 


the diſtin&ion of the one from the other: 


And indeed the Coat of the Monks of 


St. Benedif, which are the:moſt ancient, * 


* Akind of is nothing elſe then that Latus Clavus, 


Garment 
wrought 


which was of old worn” by the Romans: 


with Pur- Leſt therefore they ſhould make way to an 


le, like 


ftudds of 


Iron or 


nail heads 


innovation in point of habit, they ever af- 
fe&ed to confine themſelves tothe ancient 
form ; which yet by little and little chey 


worn of Prevaricated from, and declined ; hon- 
eld by the beit this faſhion of veſture being alway; 


Senatours 
of Rome, 


appropriated to them, it cameto paſ+,that 
at length they attributed a kind of ſanity 
coir: The ſame likewiſe befel} Eccleſfia- 
flicks : But Gregory, in purſuic of an uni- 
verſal change, impoſed upon them new 
faſhioned Habits, conformable to the pat- 
tern of thoſe which are ſpecified in che 
Ceremonial Law. 

He likewiſe ordain'd the uſe of perfumes, 
and the Reliques of Saints, at the Conſe- 
cration of Churches; as alſo a ſpace for the 
reception of the Tapers: And afterwards 
Sabinian his Succeſſour, ordered that the 
Lamps ſhould continue in Churches per- 
petually burning; whereas antiquity ne- 


ver lighted them but in the Night cime, 
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to pive light co the Aſſemblies. 


Now Gregory h: "ing founded a new form - 


of Divine Service, cauſed the ſame to be 
feceived chroughout all the IYeftern 
Churches, in token of Subjefion: This 
defign, which was puc in execution in di- 


| vers.places, produced ſuch a confufion, 
as remaineth incormpoſed to this very day. ' 


The Latine Tongue was generally known 
throughone Europe, the Roman Empite 
having ſpread ic over all the Provinces 
tider its command: The Weftern Chaurch- 
es had chen the form of Divine Service 
in this Language, which was at that time 


underſtood by all; but in proceſs of cime, 


through che intercourſe of burbarous Na- 
tions, diſperſed throughout che Empire 
new tongues offering, the Latine became 


etranged - Yet notwithſtanding, chey ftill 


retain'd the uſe thereof in Churches, 
though the People had already loſt the 
Lrowledge of the ſame: And indeed not 


only are the Myſteries of Religion in 


Churches, but likewiſe matcers of Juſtice 
in Palaces (and Judicatories)iti]] mandged 
in Latine; like as all contra&ts and agree- 
ments, are alſo wricten in the ſame Lan- 


gage; nor is 'it as yer an hundred years 


bnuce this barbariſm was expel'd France. 
G 2 Anno 
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4 T reatiſe of 
Anno' 605. 
” F ltherto was the Church governed by 


divers Patriarchs, each of whom had 
his ſeveral Juriſdi&ion apart : Every one 


+ of theſe within his reſpe@ive Patriarchy, 


enaged Laws, and afſembled Councils ; 
in which quality He of Rome ated, but 
only as the reft, co wit, within the linfits 
of his own - Juriſdi&ion; yer notwich- 
ſtanding, fo it was, that be frequently af 
fected an univerlal prxeheminency over all 
the Churches z ſometimes labouring by 
mighe and main to transfer to himſelf che 
appeals of the other Biſhops; ſometimes 
prevailing upon the addreſſes of ſuch as 
in hopes of (uccour from him, implored 
his afliſtance; yea ſometimes alledging 
forged and ſpurious Ads, as at the fixth 
Council of Carthage, which eruſhed that 
attempt : Now in that of Chalcedon, held 
about che year 450. it was (aid, that the 
Bifhops of Rome and of Conſtantinople were 
of an equal dignity 3 nevertheleſs, chey 
procured the Primacy, the one in emulati- 
on of the other, and many were the con- 
t.ſts and controverſies commenced be- 
tween them upon this occaſion; yea, » 
| , the 
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the year 472. the Emperour Leo determi- 


| ning in. favour of him of Conffantinople, 


confer'd upon him the precedency to all 


the other Biſhops, and from thence be was 


filed Oecumenick : But when once 7 hocas 
aitain*d ro the Empire, by murdering of 
(Mauricigs) his Predeceſſour, . this ſame 
Parricide was on the one fide offended, 
with Cyriacus Biſhop of Conftantinopte,who 
refuſed co countenance his inhumanity:; 
on the other fide he feared leſt char che 
condigne hatred of his ations might oc- 
cafion a, revolt. againſt himſelf in Italy; 
infomuch ther Joniſere III. chrough offers 
made of his good ſervices, obtained of 
him, that the Chureh of Rome (hould be 
the capita! Chnrch, and that the Biſhop 
of Rome ſhould he called the Soveraign 
and Univerſal Biſhop 3 thus by an Imperial 
Edi, and not by any Divine Right was 
there an Univerſal Biſhop created in the 


Church; che quality which Gregory him» Greg, © 
ſelf declined, none could. poflibly affeR, Epiſ-34s 
ib. 4. 


bur che Fore-runner of Antichriſt; It was 
uader colour of chis ſpecious Title, thac 
the Bilhops of Rome hath ever from 
thence forwards exerced and executed all 
the As of their pretended Prinagy. 
Boniface IV. ſoon after ophihec the 
G3 Pantheon' 


* 


. 
» 


a 
* 
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| Pantheon at Rome, and erected therein the 
Platin. in Images of all the Saints, in the room of 
Banifac 4 the Pagan- Gods : This is the Temple which 
is at this day called, Sr. Mary the Round: * 
And it is obſervable, thar at the ſame 
* ;- 1:21; (Me, namely in the year 610. chat Mon- 
4n Santa fer Mahomet, the ſcourge of Chrijtzanity, 
Maria fſhewed himſelf. | 
Roronda, : ; 
eneminated from its orbicular Form, accounted 4 piece of the 


rareſt Architeure in the World. 
Anno 690. 


*TFIll about the year 699. the Church 

* uſed only the figure * of the Croſs, 
-** conſiſting of ewo traverſe pieces of wood ; 
and they were wone to repreſent Jeſus 
Chrift under the form of a Lamb, which 

was only a-ſymbolica] Pitture: But the 
fourth genera} Council ordained, that the 
Image of Chrifi, in his humane ſhape, ſhould 

be. affixc co the Croſs, only to re-mind us 
(lay they) of bis converſation in the fleſh, 

bis paſſion @nd death : \hus began the uſe 


of the Crucifix; but without any kind of 


A. x 
Lo 


adoration, 


| 4: . ; 


o 


\ 
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Anno 7OO. Ec. 


Hen alſo were Private Maſſes obtru- 
ded, wherein the-Prieſt communi- 
cated all alone : This corruption ſprung 
from the luke-warmneſs of the People; 
herecofore, when as zeal was as yet vigo- 
rous, the whole Aſſembly did communicate, 
and that every day of che Week; but this 
devotion waxing cold, the Communion was 
retrifted to the Sabbath, and the more 
ſolemn days : The Clergy nevertheleſs ſtill 
communicaced every day. but in fine, 
the Clergy likewife negleQing the Com- 
munion, there was /none but the Prieſt 
alone that did communicate: From hence 
it came to pals, that inſtead of one great 
Bread, which they were accuſtomed to 


break for the uſe of the whole multicude, 


they now conſecrated only one ſmall one 
of the bigneſs of a penny, as being ſuffici- 


'ent for one individual Perſon : Likewiſe, 


inſtead of che great Veſſels uſed for the 
Sacramental Wine, they uſed Viols in 
their Maſs-Service : But foraſmuch as the 
People having once abandon'd the Com- 
munton, did withall decline the preſent- 
ing of any more Offerings; that they 

| G 4 mighe 


4 
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m'ght oblige them to a-continuance | 
that liberalicy, they gave them to unde; 


ſtand, that though chey did not any mo... 


communicate, yet Divine Service ſhou| 
not ceaſe to be uſefull and available t 
them, provided they would continue th. 


aſſiſtance of their cuſtomary Offerings; 


and inſtead of the Communion, they gave 
them Bread, over which they prayed, 
called hallowed Bread: Thus were private 
Maſſes ſubſtituted in the room of the þ1l 
Supper : and yer nevertheleſs the Priek, 
when he communicates all alone by him- 


ſelf; doth ſtill uſe the ſame tearms, which 


| he was wont toi pronounce, when there 
were many Communicants ; for he prays 
that the Sacrament mighe tend to tht 
Salvation of all the receivers; even thei 
I-ſay, when as himſelf is the (ole and oniy 
" Partaker. - EET 
Moreover, from the relinquiſhing of 
the Euchariſt, another change proceeded; 
for, when that this exerciſe was more than 
ordinarily frequented, the whole was pro- 
nounced with a loud voice, ſave that in 
> the firſt antiquity, after an Exhortation 
made by the Paftour, every one prelent 
prayed with a ſubmiſſive voice, tothe end 
that God might vouchſafe co bleſs the 
Ws "Sl 6 work; 
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work ; but the remaining part thereof, 
eſpecially the inſtitution of the Supper, 
was pronounced very loud, fo as that the 
whole Aſſembly mighe hear ; afterwards 
thece being but. a ſmall appearance of per- 
ſons, that offered themſelves co the Com- 
munion, the Prielt began to ſpeak with a 
more low voice; and finally, there being 
none preſent, but the Prieft himſzlf only, 
who communicated, he did at length ut- 
ter the words of Conſecration fo low, as 
that none but himſelf could underſtand 
them : This is called the ſecret of the Maſs, 
ſprung from a miſprifion -of the Sacra- 
ment, heid, at this day, for a myſtery, * 


Anno 780. 


T T hath been ſaid, that it was an ancient 
FT cuſtome in che Church, thac Chriſti- 


ans before the Gommunion, did inter= de Com 
changeably give each other the kiſs of punt. 
pedce, in token of fraternal -union and ©. 
concord; for the Lord's. Prayer ended, rot; 
they ſaid, Peace be with us, and wirh that, vigil. ; 

- the Chriſtians did mutually ſaluce one Pafch. } 


another :- But foraſmuch,as many acquyzt= * 
ted them(elves herein, more out of Cere- 
ony.than true Charity, they checkt and 
- a ſeverely 
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ſeverely rebuked thoſe whole kiſs of peace 
was only matter of lip-labour: Now a- 
bour the year 780. Leo. che Second chan- 
ged chis ſymbole of reconciliation, into a ſu- 
perſtitious vanity, inlticuting that Plate of 
Silver or Copper, which afcer Gonſecration 
1s preſenced co be kifſed: And in this ve- 
ry particular,one may perceive how much 
tae antient Ceremonies have been either 
diverted, or perverted, through ſucceſſive 
alterations therein. 


Anno 790, 
Pu behold the 1dolatry, which under 


che vail of darkneſs, was prcpagated 
in the Church, even to the very SanCtu- 
ary: Images were only as ſo many memo- 
rative objefs in Churches, yet did the 


| Vuſlgar begin to exhibit honour to them 3; 


whereupon diſputes were commenced: 
In chis difference, reaſons of State offered 
themſelves, which are to be ſeen in Hifto- 
ry 3 for upon other accounts are Images 
pretended,in ſubſerviency to their intereſt. 
' The Latines and the Greeks, and after- 
wards the Greeks amongſt themſe]ves, took 
occalion from hence'of much altercation 3 
one while demoliſhing, and Frenkingdown 
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the-Images; another while re-ere&ing of 
them. Finally, Irene Empreſs of Conjtan- 
tinople, a Pagan both by Nation and Re- 
ligion, a Woman of many notorious en=- 
ormiries, aſſembled a Council at Nice, 
excluding from it the beſt Do@ors, and 
employing menaces, violence, and all 
manner of artifice, whereby ſhe mighe 
compals her detign ; [Thus this Conven- 
ticle moulded and model'd according co 
her own mind, producing, inſtead of of- 
fers of reaſon,nothing but, impertinencies, 
in behalf of the Images ; concluded upon 
adoration, contrary to the judgment of all 
ſolid Antiquity, and the oppofition then 
generally made toa piece of ſuch palpable 
impiety : For at the ſame time the Em- 


-pecour Charles the great converted a Coun« 


cil at Frankefort, wherein that of Nice 
was condemned, being declared falſe and 
abuſive, and the Decree touching Images 
incaſſated and made null ; thus was (their 
reſolved) Adoration ſupprefſed : But be- 
ing that Images were always continued in 
Churches, this Superſtition, whereunto 
the People were ſtrongly inclined, did at 
laft recover it ſelf and prevail. This ſe- 
cond Council of Nice was held towards 


- Anno 


A: Treatiſe of 
Anno 880. 


Ope Adrian was the firſt that adviſed 
the Canenization of Saints; imitating. 

herein: the Apotheoſes ( or - Conſecrations) 
uſed amongſt the Romans under Paganiſm; 

a thing which till thea-was unheard ot in 
the Church : The Authority of canoni- 
zing Saints was afterwards confirmed by 

”  Decree,as we (hall ſee in its proper place. 


Anns 965. 


THOpe Fobn 1V. baptized the great Bel) 

of..St. John Lateran (in Rome) name- 
ing it afcer his own name: Thence came 
the cuftome of baptizing Bells, and giving 
them names. | - 


24x wn AeaA4 a, wy. ma, £3 


Anno 1000. (*c. 


Rom the time above mentioned, till 
about the year 1000. thoſe corruprti- . 

ons were not only continued, but likewiſe 
gradually multiplied : To the conſecration 
of Churches, they added ſprinkling of holy 
Water, with a Noſe-gay of Hyfſop, pro- 
nouncing theſe words of the -Plalmiſt, - 
| 4 follt 


, the Biſhop in the mean time rapping at 
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tollite portas, &c. Lift up your Gates, Oc, 


the Gate with his Paſtoral-flaff 5 che ming- 
ling of the Afhes and Water, of the Sale 
and' the Wine of- Exorciſme ; of painted 
and'graven Characters; and certain con- 
fuſed Prayers: Finally, the anniverſary 
FraF of every Church, in memory of the 
day of its dedication. . 

And like as the Sacrament of the Eu- 
chariſt was changed into a Sacrifice, even 
fo the Priefts, which were called to preach 
the Goſpel, were then ordained to ſacri- 
fice, they began to create them with theſe 
words, Accipe poteſftatem, &c. Receive thou 
power to offer ſacrifice to God, to celebrate 
_ as well for the living, as for the 
edd. 


Anno 1003, 


Pr: Fobn xix. inftituted the Feaſt of 
All- Souls, appointing it to be cele- 
brated-upon the Morrow after A/{-Saints. 


: Anno 1050» 


Ue behold the ſumme of the whole 
matter That they might defend the 
Sacriflce 


94 


Exiſt. 9. 
ad Phila- 
delph. 


Dialog. 2. 
adver(. 
Triph. 


* 


Lib,s. 
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Sacrifice, which they pretend to offer in 
the Maſs; they behoved to deny the 
whole Effence of the Sacrament, and*fal- 
fily and bely all chat ever Antiquity hath 
believed in the caſe, whoſe ſenſe and ſe- 
_ judgments therein, do here en-« 
ue. | | 


Diſciple of the Apoſtles in the 724. year 
of our Lord, expreſſech himſelf chus : 
There is one only Fleſh of our Lord Feſus, 
and one only blood, which was. ſhed for our 
fins ;, one only Bread alſo was broken for us, 
and one only Cup was difiributed to us: 
Could he poſſibly 'make a more manifeſt 
oppolttion between the Body of Chriſt bro- 
ken upon the Croſs, and the Bread broken in 
the Supper? ; 

FJuſtin Martyr, towards the year_130. 
Our Chrift hath vouchſafed to make and uſe 
the Sacramental Bread in Commemoration of 
bis Body, formed for ſuch as believe in him, 


for whoſe ſake be became paſſible. 3 the Cup 


alſo be ordained to be made and ufed with 
thanksgiving, in Commemoration of his 
Blood. | 
Ireneus Biſhop of Lyons, in the year 160. 
When once the Chalice being filPd, and the 
Bread being broken, hath received the —_ 
Ive 


. S. Iynatins Biſhop of Antioch, and « 


_ 
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diflive) word of God, it becomes the Sacra- 
ment of the Blood and Body of Chriſt, where- 
by the ſubjiance of our fleſh is augmented, 
and compounded. Certainly none can ſay 
thar our fl:th is augmented, nor com- 


pounded of the real fleſh and blood of 


Chriſt, but only of the ſubſtance of the 
bread, which this Father plainly acknow- 
ledgeth eo continue in the Euchariſt, even 
afcer the Conſecration of the ſame. 
Clemens Alexandrinus, in the year 150. 
Cbrijt took of the Wine, and bleſied the Wine, 
ſaying, take, drink, This is my. blood, the 
blood of the Vine, denominating by way of 
Allegory, the Word, which ſhed his blood for 
the remiſſion of fins, a ſacred liquor of joy 
and gladneſs, &c. Now that that which be 
bleſſed was true Wine, be further fheweth, 
ſaying to his Diſciples, T will drink no more 
of the fruit of the. Vine, &c. This very 
ſame reaſon do we urge to prove, that 
they drank Wine ac the Supper. Briefly 
it is remarkable, that he diſpures againſt 


Pedagop,” 
lib. 2. n 
cap. 2 


the Encratites, who held the drinking of 


Wine to be unlawfull; alledging for their 
conviion, the example of Jefus Chriſt, 
who drank Wine at the Supper ; which 
were a ridiculous Argiment, if fo be 
Wine had ceaſed to- be Wine, a&er thac 
Chrift had drank thereof. Ter- 
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_ A Tertullian, in the year 205. doth thus 

Contra Explain the words of Jeſus Chriſt : This is 

Marcton. My Body, that is to fay, the Figure of my upon 

cap. 40. . Body, Moreover, Feſus Chrift called Bread © | 

O&.hib. 3. bis Body, to the end that thou might'|i thereby 1,;. 
<a 19+ mnderſiand, that he appointed Bread to be the Þ cour 
Figure of his Body. Ks 

| Catech.1y Cyril, Biſhop of Feriſalem, in the. year gre, 
ſub finem.'320. declares to us, that The Fleſh is now Þ] 1p, 

Caiech. abſent; and that that which we are com ,nq 

myſt.5- manded to taſt of, is the Figure of bis Body 811, 
and Blood. þ 

D:monſt, Enſebius Biſhop of Cefarea, faith, chat c.c, 

- Evangel. our Lord bath taught us to ſerve bim with j,;, 

lib. 8. Bread, as a fign of bis Body. 6 

m_ Gregory Biſhop of Nezianze, in the year jj, 
350. in his ſecond Oration concerning 
Eaffer, ſpeaketh thus of Sacramental par-JT..., 
ticipation: Ie partake (indeed of ua body 
( Chriſtian ) Paſs-over in a Figure, albeit 
more clearly than at the ancient Paſs-over ;þf je; + 
for the ancient Paſs-over.l dare ſay [o,was 4 

#tore obſcure figure of « Figure. 

Hum. 257, Macdirus the Fgyptian,ſpeaking of thoſe 
who lived before |——_——_ It never 
entered into their hearts, that there ſhoul4Þ; 
be a Baptiſme of Fire, and of the Holy Gbo#, 
and that they ſhould offer in the Church Bread 

end Wint, @s a Figure of bis fleſh and 4, - 
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klood, and that thoſe who partake of the 
Bread which is viſible, ſhould feed ſpiritually 
upon the Fleſh of our Lord. | 

Ephraim of Syria, in the year 360. 'in 
his Treatiſe againſt che curious Inquiſt- 
tours, into the natnre of the Son of God; 
Obſerve heedfully, how, that taking the 
Bread into bis bands, be bleſſeth and breaks 
eth it, in Figure of his immaculate Fody 3 
and bleſſeth the Cup in figure of his precious 
£lood. 


Ambroſe, or the Author of the Bcok of 7;z, 4. 
Sacraments; See that this offering turn cap.s. 


into an acceptable, and reaſonable account, 
to us, which is the figure of the body and 
blood of our Lord. -. | 

Gaudentius Biſhop of Breſs,in his ſecond 
Treatiſe upon Exodus : The figure of Chrijis 
body is received in the bread; Moreover, 
the blood of the Lamb is fitly repreſented un- 
der the (pecits of Wine. 

Chryſoteme Bifhop of Conſtantinople, in 
the year 335." tn an Epiſtle co Ceſarias the 


Monk, doth chus .unfold this great Myſte- - 


ry: Before that the bread be fantiified, we 
name it bread; but it being once by Divine 
grace ſandified, it is certainly freed from the. 
appellation of bread, and is dignified with the 
tame of the Lords body, howheit the _— 

H Ars 
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ture of bread doth flill continue therein: 
Terrianms and Gregory of Valence, both Je- 
ſuics, perceiving themſelves to be won- 
derfully racked and puzled with this 
paſſage, do moſt groundleſly aver, that'ir 
was none of Chryſoſtome*s, but of one fohn 
of Conflantinople, which is confeſſion ſuf- 
ficient, fince thar it bears the mark of its 
antiquity : This Epiſtle hath been ſeen by 
many, ina Manaſcript in the Bibliotheque 
of Florence, by which, if not ſtifled by 
our Adverſaries, the common fate of what 
_. ever is contrary to themſelves, it may be 
eaſily verified co be of a truth the genu- 
ine teſtimony of che great Chryſoftome. 

Bur ic 1s high time thac we hearken.to 
holy Auguſtine, who flouriſhed in the year 


410, behold how he explains himſelf in 


his 12th. Chapter againſt Adimantus: The 
Lord doubted not to ſay, this is my body, 
when as he gave the ſign of his body, and 
upon the third Plalme: The Lord admit- 
ted Judas to the Banquet, at .which he re- 
commended, and gave to bis Diſciples the fi 
gre of bis body and blood; 

The ſame Father, upon the 98. Pſalme, 
wherein he expoundeth theſe words of 
our Lord, If yee eat not the fleſh of the S#N 
6f Man, ye ſhell not have life; brings in our 
| Saviour 
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Saviour ſpeaking thus, UVnderſiand ſpiritu= 
ally that which 1 have told you, ye ſpall not 
eat this body which: ye (ee, neither ſhall ye 
drink that blood which my Crucifiers ſpall 
fred; I have recommended to you a ſacred 
fene, which being ſpiritually underioed ſhall 
give you life. | 

And in the third Book of Chriftian 
Do@rine, Chap. 16. When the Lord ſaith, 
if 3e eat not\ the fleſh-of the Son of Man, 
and drink not þ1s blood, ye ſhall have no life 
in your ſelves, he ſeems tocommand an im- 
piety or great erin This then is a Figure 
whereby be enjoynetF us to communicate in 
the Lords death and Paſſion, and delightfully 
and profitably to remember, that his Fleſh 


was crucified and bruiſed for us. 


And in his firft Treatife, upon the firlt. 
of St. Fohn: The Lord comforteth us, who 
can no longer feel him with the Hand, but 
only by the touch of faith. ; 

And in che 534. Sermon,upon the words 
of our Lord : Every one almoſt calls that the 
body of C briſt, which is a ſacred ſign thereof. 

Theodoret Biſhop of Cyre, in the year 
420. in his firſt Dialogue, entitled the Int- 
mutable, ſpeaking of theſe words : This # 
my body, faith, the Lord bath dignified the' 
viſible enes, with the appe!lation of his own 

Hz body 


100 © A Treatiſe of 
body #nd blood, not changing of their nature, full 
but adding grace to nature : a little before Jubj 
he had ſaid, the Lord bath confer'd upon the ſir} 
fign, the name of his own body. fait 

' And in the ſecond Dialogue, entitled | © 
The Inconfuſed : The Divine Myſteries «re || © he 
fignes of the true body. And a little after,he 
brings Ih an Eutychian Herecick, maintain- | #74 
ing Trenſubſtantiation,to whom he anſwer- whe 
eth in theſe words: Thou art caught in a Net || ke" 
of thine own twiſting, for even after ( onſecra- the 
tion, the myilical fignes change not their na- 
ture, but remain for [| uogeceaforms and figures Ima 
the ſame as before. - 

Cyril Biſhop of Alexandria, in the year bibi 
lib. 4. 440+ Chriſt gave to bis Diſciples morſels of | * 
cap. 19. bread, ſaying, take, eat, this is my body-\| 559 
T6id.lib.g. He fairn alſo, that the faithfull believe,that of c 
cap. 29. though he be abſent from us in the body, yet|| il © 

are all things, and even our (elves governed| #10": 

by bim : Again, though he be abſent in thel 192: 

Body, appearing before his Father, and ſitting|* he 

at bis right band, yet nevertheleſs be is pre- 
' ſent in bis Saints by bis Spirit. 

_ , Theſame Father (peaking of Nefterivs ; 
ah" Hath be not turn'd, faith he, our myſtery 
mat li.z, into an Anthropsphagy, that is to ſay, a 
' manducation of Man's fleſh, through an ir- 
religious entangling of the ſpirits of the far 
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full through wain conceits, and attempting to 
ſubjei to humane ratiocinations, thirgs which 
ſurpaſs all manner. of ſcrutiny, ſave that of 
faith only. 

Gelafius himſelf Biſhop of Rome, about 
the year 590. ſpeaketh thus; Certainly the 


Sacraments which we receive of the body £,ych. 
and blood of Chrifit, are a Divine thing , 4&Nefter, 


whence alſo we are by them, made parte- 
kers of the Divine nature; yet nevzrtheleſs 
the ſubfance or nature of the iread and the 
Wine doth unceſſantly continue } uch, and the 
Image and reſemblange of the body and blood 
of Chriſt, is infallibly celebrated in'the ex- 
bibition of thoſe myſieries.' ' 

Facundus an African Bilhop, who in the 
550th. year of our Lord, wrote jn defence 
of che three heads or points of the Coun- 
cil of Chalcedon : The Sacrament of Adop- 
tion, to wit Baptiſme, may be called the Adop- 
tion, upon the very ſame account, that we call 
the Sacrament of Chrijts body and blood, 
which conſiſts in the conſecrated Bread and 
Cup, his own body and own blood : Not that 
the bread is indeed bis f ody, and the Cup bis 
#lood, in proper ſpeech ; but becauſe that the 
myſtery of his body and blood is contained 
therein. _. 

Dionyſus falſely ſurnamed the Aregpagite 
H 3 an . 


A Treatiſe of 
an Author, of whom we know not cer- 
tainly in what time he lived, howbeir co 
procure the greater Authority to his wri- 
tings, he. sflumed the name of Djonyſias 
che Areopagite, mentioned in the Book of 
Atis, chap. 17. ver. 34. But divers reaſons 
move-us to believe, that he flouriſhed a- 
bout the end of che fourch Age; others 
make him more ancient 3 whoever he was, 

In Eccleſ, be. doth more than cen times in one Chap- 

Hierarch, ter, ' tearm chat which is given to us in 

cap. 1. & the'Supper, Images, Signes and Symboles, 

3 Oc ynd'ſaichy; that the Communion. of Bread 
and Wine, is e cornmemoration of that moii 
Divine Supper, at which, the ſignes of things 
therein ceiebrated, were firſt of all inflirnted; 
therefore he calls Jeſus Chrilt @ worker cf 
fegnes, adding,: that by them Cri is re- 
preſented and received. | | 

Maxim. . Whence Maximus his Scholar,who lived 

7n cap. 1. about the year 630. We attain not to an im- 

Ly : bi mediate diſcovery of the things themſelves 

Hicrarch, 112 Matters Divine , but we arrive at perfe- 
Gon, through the intervention of fignes; ſuch 
as is the Cup of bleſſing, as the Apoſie calls 
it, and the Bread which we break ; thoſe 

tbings are ſignes only, not the Truth it ſelf : 

Moreover,recommending to conſideration 

th2: expreſſions c& that ſame Dionyfine 

2] | | | ' calle 
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Fleſh of Chriſt, is in @ peculiar reſpei called 
H4 - the 
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called the -reopagite : Note, faith he, that 
be every where tearms the Divine Sacrifice, 
Symbolicel or Figurative; and that the boly 
Offerings, are fgnes of more real heavenly 
things. 

Bur cowards the year $40. ſome through 
their Hyperbolical tearms, others through 
quelitions moved touching the alteration 
of fgnes, cid by degrees give occafton 
for conceiting .of a new opinion concerns» 
ing the Sacrament; which being in fine in 
the year 1059, ripened into perfe&ion, ic 
was declared in the Leteran Council un- 


der Nicholas the Second, that the Freed ©4- 


and the Wine are. the very body and blood of © 


Tengar. 


Chriſt ; and that he is ſenſibly felt, broken, dif 2. 


and crumbled by the teeth of believers; Ex« 
preflions abſurd and impious, and difown= 
ed by the Church of Rome ac this day. 
We ſhall here, in purſuic of the order 
of time, annex to al} thoſe reftimonies of 
Fathers by us produced, that which is 
contained in the Roman Decretal, colle&« 
ed by Gratian, the Father of the Canonifts, 
who lived about the year 1160, He in the 
ſecond diſtinftion of the Conſecrartion, 


'1n the Canon, Hoc ef, exprefſeth him- 


ſelf thus : The heavenly read, which is the 


"ray 
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A _Treatife of 
the body of Chriſt, howbeit, to (peak truly, 
it be a ſacred ſygne of Chrifts body, to wit, 
of Him, who beconing viſible, palpable, mor- 
tal;-was at laſt crucified ! | 
And up>n the Glots of the Do@ors, hat 
thele words, worthy of conſideration; 
The Heavenly Sacrament, wherein the fleþ 
of Chrift is truly repreſented, is called the 
body: of Chri, but improperly, for it is fo 
called after a manner congruous and peculiar 
to it ſelf, bowbeit, not according to the real 
trath of the thing but by way of a ſignificaat 
myery; ſo that the ſenſe ranneth thus : 
It is called the body of Chrift, that is to ſay, 
this is thereby ſignified. Judge then ſober 


Reader, how much, and how far the 
"Church of Rome is at preſent departed 


from the ſenſe and belief of the ancient 
Fathers, even that of the times of the fi- 
mous Canoniſt Gratian. LL. 

We will conclude chis Chapter with 
that which we read in Juftin Martyr his 
ſecond Apology for Chriftians; ro the 
end,that ir may appear what the praQtice 
was of pure Antiquity, as well in the 
Celebration of the 'holy Supper, as in all 
the other parts of the Divine Service of 
the Primitive Church; and that one may 
th:reby beable co jadge who approacherh 
TY 4 | jacare} 
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neareſt thereunto ; whecher thoſe of the 
Church of Kome, which hath wholly de- 
ac'd and perverted the model of true 
&eligion, and utterly deftroyed that ſpi- 
ritual worſhip, which we owe to God; 


n; | Or thoſe, who co ſave themſelves from her 

ef} || Pit of Errour,8 Duag-hill of Superſticion, 

he | have abandon'd her Communion : Behold Juſtin 
fo | chen how that pious Author ſpeaketh 3 i 
iar | Upon the Sabbath days,ye aſſemble our ſelves in apilg. 


both in City and Country, in one place 3 the 2- ad An: 


wat | Ledure is made from the Writings of the #9 
's : || Prophets, or the Apoſiles; the | efturer cea=. 
ty, | fing, he that prefides makes the Exhortation, 
xer || admoniſhing to an imitation of thoſe excellent 


things ; which done, we riſe up and pray to 
God: after this, they preſent him of the 
Fraternity that preſides,with bread and drink 
of Wine and Water, which he receiving, 
yieldeth praiſe and glory to the Father #f all, 
in the name of his Son,and by his holy Spirit 3 
in which a® of thanksgiving, he is the more 


he 8 prolix, to the end, that they might be rendered 
cell worthy of thoſe things, through that Spirit : 
he and prayers and thanksgiving being finiſhed, 


«ll the People preſent, gives conſent by accla= 
mation, ſaying, amen, which is to ſay in the 
Hebrew Tongue, So be it : Now dfter that 
the Preſident bath given thanks, and all the 
| . +* People 


P Treatiſ, e of 


People bathgpy acclamation conſented ; thoſifi N 

who are named Deacons with us, adminifieÞ tion 

to all that are preſent, Bread Wine and Wa ſab\ 

ter, being bleſſed; and carry the ſame to ſuciÞ genc 

as are abſent : and this repaſi is with usÞÞ tio! 

called tbe Excharift. . Proceed we to ano inte 

cher point, and view the ſequel and prof (cri 

greſs of thoſe innovations. cou 

| But 

Anno 1055. aft« 

ORE I for 

T this time, under Vifor I. thi in 

Redemption of Penances was introduſ Ch 

ced: For it was enacted that they might be: ha' 
lawfully converted into penalties of ano-f wh 

ther nature, as pecuniary Mulfs under the} de 

notion. of Almes, Donatives beſtowed inf thi 
favour. of the Church, Pilgrimages, and bu 

other things equivalent, proportionablyſ Cl 

to the years of penance allotted them; N- 2 

*4n order and that ſuch as had not wherewithall co of 
, Fryars accommodate themſelves herein, might ve 
"-j redeem their years of penance, with the to 
nizhtly number of Plalmes ſing by chem, with P 


proceſſions Faſtings in the ſtrength of Bread and 
do ex- Water, with ſcourging and ſcarifying of 
rreamy themſelves, and other kinds of voluntary 


Tratifi : mortification; whence the cuſtome of whip- [ 
thew- - Ping proceeded,and from the ſame fource, 


ſelves. the Fatnſies, ® and Penitents. Now 
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Now by thoſe exchanges and 'redemp=-. 
tions, the ancient Diſcipline was utterly 
ſubverted : We have ſeen that the Indut- 
gences vere no other than certain relaxa« 
tions, or limitations of Church-peralties, 
intended for curtailing of. the time pre- 
ſcribed to Penitents, before that they 
could be re-admitted co the Communion: 
But che vertue of thoſe Indulgences: was 
afterwards extended beyond this World, 
for ſhortening of the years.of their abode 
in Purgatory; a thing which the Primitive 
Chriſtians never once dreamed of ; We 
have likewiſe obſerved, that the Penttents, 
who ordinarily were very numerous, ten- 


the] dered themfelves to the Church, haVing 

inf] their faces covered with aſhes, in token of 
nd} humility 3 from whence ic was, that. the [1 
bly Church cf Rome derived chat vain Cere- -if 


- mony of Aſh»-Wedneſday, at the beginning 


of Lent: And in this ation, they fing the 
hill very ſame things which they ſung here» 
he tofore, whea as there was any number of 


Perſons doing of publick Penance. : . 


Anno 1090. 


r) | 
p- Rban 1I- that he might advance Su- 
E, zecſticion , - ordazaed: ( about: the 


year 
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A Treatiſe of © 
year 1090.) that upon every Saturday 2 
Maſs ſhould be ſaid in honour of the Vir- 
gin Mary. | 
' Chaplets or Pater-noſters were at the 
fame time invented by Peter the Hermite, 
cogerher with the Office and Hours of our 
Lady. p= i | 
| | Anno 1160. ' 
\ Lexander III. decreed the Canonird- 
£L tion of Saints; and ordained that 
none ſhould be from thence-forward ac- 
knowledged Saint, bur whom the Pope 
ficſt declared ſuch. px 
, © amn0 1212. 
LArift*s corporal preſence in the Sacr- 
ment had already gained ſome cre- 
dit, bur chey were not as yet agreed upon 
che pretended converſion of fiznes : Behold 
chen how that a liccle after che year 1215. 
in the Lateran Council, Innocent 11. de» 
termines che Form thereof; who wijlech 
all co believe that the Bread is tranſubjtan - 
fiated into the Body of Chriſt, and the 
Wine into his Blood : Thus was Tranſub + 
ſtantiation ratified, and that as an Article 
of Faith. _ 

Jn purſuance of this Decree, it. was or- 
dered, that all Churches ſhould be furni- 
thed with a Cabinet, for a conſervatory to 

© ledge 
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lodge and keep the Hoſte in; whereas for- 
merly, what remained after the Commu- 
nion, was either burnt, or elle given to be 


| eaten by lictle Children ; 'or laſtly, the 


Clergy immediatly diſpatch'c it : It was 
then therefore that the uſe of Pixes 
began. 
Anno 1220. & 1230. 

Onorius 111.. did for the ſame reaſon, 

abuurt the year 1220. inftitute the 
adoration of the Hofle; and Gregory IX. 
added the little Bell, thereby to advertiſe 
every one of kneeling. ig. 

About the fame time the Chaplets, or'\ 
Pater-noters,which were invented by Peter ' 
the Hermicte, as hath been faid above,were 
put in uſe at the recommendation of Dg- 
minicus, the Founder of the Facobins, who' 
for this very reaſon paſſeth for the Author 
of chat good]y piece of devotion. 

Anno 1245, 
"He Council of Lyons,in the year 1245+ 
ordained that Cardinals ſhould wear 

red- Hats, and ſcarlet-Clokes. 

: Anno 1250, 
Ow Tranſabſtantiation,when authori- 
N zed, was attended with this ſequel 
and concluſion enfuing thereupon,namely, - 
that The Laity ovght to reſt contented on 
the 


A Treatiſe of 
the Hoſe being that the blood of Chriſt is cor. Þ thirt! 
tained in it, as well as in the Chalice : But MW!) fl 
this was not* received without debate; 
inſomuch,that many Churches alongrtime 
after retained the two ſpecies, as neceſſary : Bc 
Nevertheleſs, this rape and retrenchment | 
of the Cup in the Communion of Laicks, £"ry1n 
was afterwards univerſally extended, and [hoſe « 
finally authorized by Decree, as will yet {Þ&<#5 
further appear : In the mean time, chat Wſ" s uſe 
tney miphe in ſome kind gratify the Peo- 
ple, they introduced the cuſtome of giving 
them Wine co waſh their mouth wichball, [] R 
Inftead of that portion” of the Sacrament 4 
which they had(moſt ſacrilegiouſly) rob'd Y:Decr 
them of. lecratl: 
| Anno 1260. | Lent-S 
 - adoration of the Hofte being iatro- I 
L duced, Urban.1V. upon the pretend- 
ed Revelation of a Nun, in the Province Efe 
of Liege, inſticuted the Feaſt of God with 2 1! 
Ts Ofaves:; and Thomas Aquinas compo. fi the La 
fed the Office. more 
be Arno 1300. Burr 
Ponitece VIII. inftituted and celebrated mg tl 
42 the firſt Fubilee, ordaining, that for I full of 
the future, it ſhould be ſolemnized from © ll en 
one bundered yeers, to another ; bur Cle- If how i 
#ens VI. reducediit 20 fifty; Gregory XI. I fer S1 
| co 
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p thirty threes and finally, Pan] II. to 
venty five. 


Anno 1360. 
A Bout the year 1360. began the cu- 
tome of walking the Hofte, and of 
arrying it under a Canopy in Proceſſion 5 
Thofe of Pavy were the firſt prafticioners 
herecf; after whofe example, the ſame 
mas uſed all over Chrijlendome. 


fnmo 1366. 


6 Rban V. (ent in Lent to Foannd Queen 

of Sicily, « Roſe of Gold; and made 
iDecree, whereby he ordained the Con- 
ecration of the like, every year, upon the 
Lent-Sunday, Called Letare. 
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fnno 1414. | 

Rfore the Council of Conflance, held 

in che year, 1414. the Communion of 
the Laicks nnder one only ſigne,was practiſed 
more through Toleration, chan Autbority 
Bur that Coancil enafted a Decree couch» 
mg the ſame, whoſe tearmes and tenour 
fall of facriledge and impiery,ſhould ftrike 
all crue Chriftians with horrour : behold 
how it was framed : Though Chrift did af- 
ter Supper inſtitute and adminiſter to his Diſ- 
ciples, 


Concil 


Conſtant. two fignes of bread and wine, and in the priſ- 
ſeſs.13 *mitive Church, it was ſo obſerved; yet thiſ; 
- notwithſtanding, the cujtome of the Chur 


£15 


\ 


* 
* 
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ciples, the venerable Sacrament,. under thi 


( 
of 
1110NS, 


ſhould be beld' for a Lew, who hath command 
ed under pain of excommunication,that tho 


- wha «fend againſt this Decree, by giving j gs Mar 


Communion to the People under the two (peſſie:wa1d 
cies, and preach to. them the equity of th 1il1mi 
ſame, be effeually puniſhed, and dealt withvanced 
all as Hereticks, by delivering them up ted, hac 
the Secular Power, whoſe. aſfitance ſhall bj were, 
employed to that effet : This was that veryger the 
Council, who to juſtify their perjury iffpies ; | 
the caſe of Fohn Huſs, whom concrary fort rer 
publick Faith, they cauſed co be burnthhe Pre 
paſſed and propagated it for a Maxiz1,thifZa;ng/ 
Faith ought not to be kept with Hereticks. flqany o 
5 bis Prc 
Anno 1458, Blame fi 


| Pe Calixtus HI. ordained that the) » wm 
fhould ring a Bell at che Hour off,. 3c. 
Mid-day, like as they didin the Evening, aliſts 
for an All-hail to the Virgin Mery; to thi - p 
end, that ſuch. as were engaged in con. heh y 
cinual War with the Tirks, might bi - A 
affifted by this kind of Devotion. 4 the 


A414 EY ſucce! 
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Anno 1470, 


N | Ne Alanede la Roch of the Order- 
1d of the Facobins, moved by-certain 
f 111018, invented the Roſary of the. Vir: 
bln Mary, which was by Sixtuy IV.. af: 
gfherwards approved. 

hf Iilimited Saperſtstion had infallibly ad- 
bIvanced yet further, and,it is to be fea- 
ted, had at laſt quite oppreſſed, and, as 


un the inſupportable burden of Ceremo- 
Ties ; had not God in his mercy in ſome 
. _ rewoeed the L:ght of his Word, by 
[the Preaching and DoEtrine of Luther, 
EZ 4:ngline, Melantthon, Bucer, Caluin,and 
many other excellent perſonages, whom 
bis Providence raiſed up-to reſcue the 
Fame from-under that Bzuſhel which did 
ſo wofully eclipſe it, and to diſentangle 
'Nic from 1he bryars of School-Divinity, 
Tand from the corrupt Gloſſes of Decre- 
"Yeals/ts, and other DoRors and Aſſertours 
of Papal Authority ; although that even 
hitherco, God who never left bimſelf with 
out 4 witneſs, a(wel in the work of Grace as 
in that of Natwre, did from time to time 
ſuccelfiyely fir up EInY and 
on- 


; | 


J were, ſtifled the Chriſtias Religion,un= | 


X 
it 
| 


A Treatiſe of 
Confeſſours of -his Truth, who alwayes 
have withſtood the Ertours and Novel. 
ties introduced into -their Religion ; 
whence we cannot better conclude this 
"Treatiſe; than by way of ſuccinct repre- 
ſentation of the prime Defenders of this 
ſame Heavenly Faith, 


Anno 59 2 


T hath been already obſerved, what 

their ſeveral judgements were, untill 
the ſeventh Age, touching divers points 
controverted at- preſent between us.and 
thoſe of the Church of Rome and a- 
mongſt others, particularly that of the 
Enobarihh : and likewiſe in the matter 
of Images, unto which Article we ſhall 
only add, That'from the year 792. the 
Synod of 'Grenado in Spain, did equally 
condemn both ſage. andWeneration, that 
the Emperour Charles the Great, over 
and above the reſult of the Council 
of Frankfort by him aſſembled, cauſed 4 
z Book, bearing his olive name, to be prin- 
Tred-in oppoſition to that abuſe ; and 
that Claudine Biſhop of Turine, and ma- 
ny other excellent DoRors, did then 
you£en divers Treatiſes i in order to- the 
[+ 
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Antient Cereniones , \ 
expugning and ſubverting of the ſame; 
) x 

Anno $26. 


of Divine Offices,doth ſeverely in- 
veigh againſt ſuperfluous Ceremonies and 
Images ; as alfo againſt Divine Service in 
a ſtrange and wnk»own tongue ; ſaying, 
that the ApoFtles never celtbrated .the Eun 


j| charift with the Canon, nor the Offertoryy 


wor yet ſeveral other preces which the Greeks 
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and Latines have forged at their own pleas 
frire ; and that they were contented wth 
the addition only of the Lord's Prayer to the 
words of Inſtitution. But it.is along time 
ago fince Rowe attempted:to tmpole her 
Yoke upots the whole Earth, fince from 
the year 723, as is reported, by Avers 
tine, Gregory 11. ſent one Winfrid whom 
he had created Primete ind Archbiſhop 
of all the Countries on the other fide the 
Rhine, to preach, inform. & reform thofe 
Churches after 'the model and example 
of that of Roe; whereupon the ſame 
Author tells us, that there were many Bi- 
ſhops and Priefts who would not is the leait 
acknowledge him, calling him the author 
of Lyes, a diflurber of the Chriftian Peace, 
and a corrnpter of the Faith of Chriftians, 
4; L 2 Ann 


7 Alfrid Abbot of St.Galyin bis Book De Offic. Dis 


vin cap.7433 
I9e & 23+ 5 | 


6: 


De Inſtitut. 


Cleric. hib.3. 
cap. 12:(F 13, 
L.tb.x. cap.31 
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A Treatiſe of 
Anno 840, 


Abanu Maurus Archbiſhop of 
Majence, and Diſciple to Alcurmu, 


whom he eſteemed the moſt knowing: 


os (36.2. cap, perſon of all the Learned of thoſe times, 
- 205 14, 


in his Book of' the I»ſtitution of Clerks, + 


fpeaking of the Sacrament of the Supper, 
ſaith, that when we are commanded to eat 
the fleſh,and todrink t he bloed of our Lord, 
it ts a figurative locution, and that this my- 
fery is ſprritual. And for this reaſon T ho- 
1145 of Walden inan Epiſtle to Pope Mar- 
tin V. who came to the Popedom in the 
year 1417. holds that he ſens'd the ho- 
ly Sacrament amiſs, and ranks him with 
Hereticks, | 


Anno 849, 


Ertram, a Preacher of great fame; 
as well by reaſon of his profound 


knowledge of the holy Scriptures, as for 


his inculpable life, in a Treatiſe, enti- 
tuled, Of the Body and Blood of our Lord, 
which he addreſſed 'to the Emperour 
Charles the Bald, upon that Emperours 
demanding of his Judgement touching 

| the 
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'| the many Controverſies moved abour 
'8 that Dorine, did, in reſolution to what 
was propounded to him, plajnly demon- 
ſtrate by the Authority of Scripture, of 
St. eAnguſtine, and the ancient Doors, 
that there 5 no ſuch thing as Tranſubſtan- 
tiation in the Supper, but that the Bread and 
| the Wine remain 13 their firſt ſubſtance, un- 
der and by which the Body © Blood of Feſus 
Chriſt are in an 1nv1ſ6ble and ſpiritual maner 
diſtributed, and apprehended by faith alone, 
That there ts a ſpiritual body in this myſte- 
ry; that it is a my{fical and | pq Com- 
prehenſion of him, and not that very Body 
which he aſſumed inthe womb of the bleſſed 
Virgin, He ſticks not to ſay that the 
Body of Chriſt # therein ; for as much as 
the Spirit of Chriſt #s there, that is to ſay, 

the power and efficacy of the Word of God, 

which doth not only nouriſh,bat alſo purgeth 

end purifieth the ſoul, We find not that 

this great man Was ever reprehended or 

reckoned an Heretick becauſe of this 


| Docrine- 


Anno 869, 
Ar this time flouriſhed Fohs Erigime 


(or Ermize) otherwiſe a Scorſ-man, 
&kill'd- in the Greek, eArabick, and 
L 3 : Chate 
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Chaldaick Tongues, a moſt. famous and 


incomparable Divine, all which, by the 
relation of dntoninuw himſelf, Arch-Bi- 
ſhop of Florence, | Vincent of Branvars, 
Sabellicus, Volateran, and Plating, was 4c- 
companied with fingular holineſs of life: 
He was likewiſe ſo greatly endeared to 
Charles the Bald, King of France and 
Emperour, that he was by him detained 
in Fravce, Where he received from him 
very honourable entertainment : Occa- 
ſion then offering it ſelf for his decla- 
ring of his. judgement touching the Do- 
' rrine of the Excharif#, he expreſſed 
himſelf therein in a Book bearing the 
very ſame Title with that of Bertram, 
wherein in like manner by the authority 
of the Divine Scriptures, and of pious 
Fathers, eſpecially of St, Auguſtine, he 
eſtabliſheth and confirms the: truth of 
the ſame Faith which that learned Ber. 
tram had taught a little before : In fine, 
by reaſon of his great renown, it came 
' topaſs, that, Alfred King of Exglard ha. 


. | ving founded. the Colledge ( now Uni- 


* verhity) of Oxford, gave him an invita- 
tion to the Prefidency thereof, 
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Anno 9x0. 


T is recorded by #illiam of Malmſbas ,.,,. 4 
ry, that the belief both of the reality rt a 
znd of the converſion of Signes, - which 1ib.1.cap. g. 
vere by degrees foiſted into this Age of B&/hg]- Bax 
Jenorance and Batbariſm, Was vigorouſ- $5 Geng. Doms: 


lr oppoſed, and that divers Queſtions cap.14- 


touching the ſame were agitated in Eng- Guil.Malmsb: | II 


lmd ; one party explaining it one way, 12-3: ©2P- 27- 
the other kn de : , Thoſe ve Lame 
held the Affirmative part , that they 2. bb. 6. de 
might the more dextrouſly proſelyte Euchailt, 
their Adverſaries , obtruded Prodigies : 
and Miracles, averring that in the room 
of the Species, my ſaw a comely little 
Infant,which was thruſt into the mouths 
of the Communicants inſtead of Bread ; 
that there was Blood found in the Cha- 
licez that a (devout) Aſs worſhiped the 
Hoſtie; and abundance of ſuch Miracles, 
but ſo groſs & ridiculous,as that the bare 
htentioning of them may ſuffice to diſ. 
ver their impertinency and forgery : 
hereupon Gabriel Biel in bis 51 Leſſon 
01 the Canon of the Maſs, obſerved not 
atliſs,that thoſe epparitions of fleſh & blood 
wkrnith they entertained the prople,might 
L4 happen 


—_- 
% 


Bynod. Rhe- 
#ncn/. cap. 1 
$ 2.8. Cap. 
28. &c, 
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happen through Diabolical deluſion, for de- 


ceiving of ths. ſimple, God permitting it 
ſoto be, | 
Anno 292, | 


1 was a Synod or Council of all 
the Churches in France , held at 
Rhemes, wherein eArnulphus Biſhop f 
Orleans, the learnedſt and moſteloquert 
perſon of thoſe times, was ſet apart fa 
the conduct and managery of affairs ; [t 
appears by the Acts of that Synod, tut 
this famous Biſhop, cognoſcing upon 
matters therein agitated, repreſents to 
that treverend Aﬀernbly, that all the Pojes 
of this Age were branded with Notorinu 


Crimes, Murders and Tyrannies ; Min- 


Pers of men, full of Infamy, devoid of all 
Knowledg bath Divine and Humane : who 
elſe (ſaith he) think ye that man is,who ſit- 
reth upon a high and lofty Throne, gluttring 
with Gold and Purple, but the Antichrist 
snfallibly, fitting in the Temple of God, 
whoſe Marbles,@&c. are 4s fit to be conſul: 
red as m—_ : He adds further, that 1 
were much better to require the judgmer 
of the Biſhops of the Low-Countries and © 
Germany, thas of that City which us at ths 
day expoſed to ſalt, and weighs Fudgmes? 
| in 


punity, and Religious Worſhip vilifed I ; <£ FF 
by the chief Prieſts themſelves ; this hilip 


6; 


EEMM 


OE 


all the care that Rome takgs of oth 0 Br 


of ber ſelf. | 


Anno 1050, 


Erenger Archdeacon of Angiertyudial 
Þ profoundly confute the real pre. 
ſence, and other abuſes uſhered into the 
Doarine of the Lord's Supper. True it 
1s, that in the year xo59, having made 
his appearance before the Lateran Cou 
Cliz 
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contrary. to his judgment, mentioned be. 
low in its proper place : but after his 
return into Fraxce he retracted the ſame, 
and confirmed his Proſelytes, which 
were ſo numerous, that #illiam of Malmſ- 
bury in his 3d Book of the Hiſtory. of 
England, doth atteſt, that all Fraxce was 
full of his Do&rine;- which is confirmed 
by Matthew of Weſtminſter, who adds, 


elt part of the Italians and Engliſh em 
. braced the ſame.; It was exactly con- 
Stamable to that of Bertram and Fob 
Eagic, by the relation of his Adverſa- 
zegamonglt whom Lavfranch then Ab- 
bad afcerwards Archbiſhop of Canter- 
WeRSiiiting againſt bimi in his Book of 

EExcharſt, repreſents it to us thus : 
Eee Secrifice of the Church, Caith Beren- 
ra compounded of twe things, the one 
Zap, the other inviſible ; of the Sacra- 
24 ar ard the thing ſognified 14 the Sacra 
Went 3 which thing ſignified, that z5 to fay, 

the Body of Chriſt, if.it were preſented be- 
fore our eyes, were viſible ; but being-ex+ 
alted to Heaven, and ſittmg on the right- 
hand of the Father, umil the reſtitution zh | 

4 


Q 


cil, whither he was cited; out of fear of | 
ſome cruel uſage, he figned a Confeſlion 


that not only the Frezch, but alfo great- | 


{ cannot be brought back from Heaven, w 


 Antient (eremoniess 
all things, 14s the Apofile Peter ſpeaks, 3 
er 
:4the perſon of Chriſt it conſiſts of God Mg 
Man: Now the Sacraments of the Lords 
Table, to wit, the conſecrated Bread and 
Wine, are not un the leaſt changed or alter= 
ed, bus. remain 1n thu proper ſubſtazces, 
baving a reſemblance of the things whereef 
they are Sacraments, &g, This he taught 
till the year 1091,wherein be died with 
ſo great reputation, that H:{debert, who 
was afterwards Biſhop of Mextz, in an 
Epitaph which he made upon him, called 
him The Pillar of the Church, the Glory 
and Hope of the Clergy: The DoQting 
which be oppoſed, being at that time 4 
little rooted, thit Pope Gregory VII, 
who came to the Popedome in the year, 
1073, did, by the report of Cardinal 


to three Cardinals, tothe end that God 
might pleaſe to reveal whether of the 
two opinions was Truth, that of Beres- 
ger,or that of the Church of Rowe ; and, 
upon What account ſoever it was, Cer- 
tain it is that be'threiy the holy Sacra- 
ment into the fire in the preſence of the 
Cardinals, as appeats by the relation of 


Cardinal Bezno himſelf, who was con- 


temporary 


Bexuno and Matthew Pars, appoint a Faſt' 
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temporary with this Pope ; ſo that it is|j1 tha 
more than probable that he believed not Court 


the ſame to be the real Body of Chriſt, 
Anno 1120, 


Hs Biſhop of Alto» now flou- 
riſhed, who wrote with no leſfſe 
Learning than Truth, of Free-will, and 
Predeftination, according to the exact 
judgment of thoſe who rejeted the de- 
terminations of the Roman Church ; in 
whoſe face, ſuch was. his Zeal and 
Valour, he feared" not to call her and 
her creatures, in one of his Dialogues 
which he compoſed, rhe grand Apoca- 
Iyptick; Beaſt and Babylon, And indeed, 
none ſhould account it ſtrange that any, 
ated with the jleaſt motion of true 
-Piery, did declaim at this rate, being 
that none, | for the moſt part, mounted 
the Papal Chair other than abominavle 
Letchers, Murderers, Necromancers and 
other Monſters; inſomuch that Cardi- 
nal Benno, who (as hath been ſaid) lived 
in the time of Pope Gregory VII, in his 
Treatiſe of the Lives of Popes, averreth, 
That from Sylvefter IT until then, which 
Was the ſpace of an hundred years, wo" 
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might be overtaken with ay everlaſiing 
ſleep. It was under the covert of thoſe 


Antient (eremones.; " Bop 
f 1$kſl that time, the prime Rudy in the Papal 
not Court was that of the execrable know= 
+ Bedge of Magick; with whom Wiliam 
ff Malmsbury doth well accord, who 
ſaid, That damnable Art, Which came 
| from Spain, was become ſo general,even 
Us lin. France,that publick Schools were kept 
Me wherein it was taught: And Glaber, 2 
nd [Monk of Clugny,ſaith expreſly,that about 
It [he 2000th year of our Lord, the Chrifti- 
e- lan Faith began mach to decay and degene- 
IN frate from its primitive 1g0ur, men gene= 
1d |;ally addiftin g themſelves to Divination and © 
1d | Sorcery:; And hence Cardinal Baronins See Baroni- "ih 
ES [himſelf. ſpeaketh thus ; #hat face bad cage 
= [the Roman Church, how much mas ſhe pol- mn l Kg pw | 
I, [luted, when as Whores, not leſs potent"than 
'» | beaftly, bore ſway in Rome ? by whoſe means 
E [their Paramour-mock-Popes were intruded 
5 [into St.Peter's Chair + Chriſt (ſaith he) 
1 | was aſleep in the Ship, and there was none 
© [toawaken bim, He further adds, that the 
1 | Cardinals, Prieſts and Deacons, preferred 
= | by means of thoſe Monſters, did imitate , 
| | them, treading in their very ſteps 3 and | 
5 | coveted nothing more than that the Lord 
| 


thick darkneſles that the Doatine of 
| Tranſub= 
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Tranſubſtantiation took deep root 5 and *Þ Wit 
the greateſt parc of the other abuſes in Meats 


the Church of 
bliſhed, 
| Anno 1136, 


Eter de Bruis 4 Prieft , and his Diſ- 
ciple Henry 'of Tholouſe, who had 
been once 4 Monk'; Arneid Hot; one 
Foſeph, and one'Efperis, filled all parts 


 . of Fraxce with their Fame and DoErine; 


Fhey hetd the fame" Opintons wirk thoſe 
of Berty am, Erigenr and Berenger, touch- 
tns the Exmchariſt ; and rejeRed,as thoſe 
did who are a Hittle after called: Palden- 
fes; uf the erroneous Dorines #nd Su- 
perſtitions of Popety. St. Berward in- 
forms us that Alphoyſms Count of Sr. 
Grles, did proteR them, and permitted 
them to preach publickly at S:.Giles and 
Tholonſe , where they - gained x great 
many Pcoſelytes ; yea, that many Prin- 
ces, Biſhops, and Perſons of. quality, 
countenanced & held a correſpondence 
wich them : Yet notwithſtanding, liſten- 
109 to- the repreſentations of Calumny, 
he joyns-to what he alledgeth concern- 
wS the truth'of their Belief, all-rhat 
they were charged? with bythe Vulgar 3 

| 4 


Rewe, was firinly efta- [perp*! 
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nd fo wit, that they prohibited the uſe of 
in {Meats, like as the Afamchees did, and 
ta. [perpetrated amongſt themſelves execra» 


ble acts and villanies ; which yet are no 
other accuſation than what are common 
to them with the primitive Chriſtians 
yes and'all ſuch, even till the time of 
the laſt Reformation, as have ſer them= 
ſelves againſt theChurch of Rowe,which 
hath ever impeached with Herefie, and 


. [branded with ſome notorious crime, all 
that have refuſed to own her, -or have 


endeavoured by the Word of God to re. 
prove her, "2nd reduce her to duty: Af- 
ter this very manner dealt they-in tbis 
Age by Tenchelin 'or Tudem, Pater de 


| Blow, Fohn Roſcelin, a learned perſon,and 


one of the repairers of the Univerſity of 
Pars 3 the molt learned Peter Abelard; 
one named Arnonl; whom 'they put: to 
death'at Rome, mentioned by Platina'; 
eArnold:de Breſſe, with many others... 


Anno 1160, 


in the knowledge of the holy Scriptures, 
full of good works & alms-deeds, hols 
houſe 


Eter de Valdo of Lyonots, a perſon of - 
an inculpable life, and well skilF'd - 


228: 


this preſent time, inſome parts of Pro- 


houfe was a very ſanQuary to the diſtreſginc 
ſed:;paor, -to whom he not onely diſtri very. 
buted of his temporal good things whichfrhey 
God. had given himin abundance, . but]p apa 
likewiſe,imparted of the true and better|g,:or 
ſubſtance, rhat is to ſay, the knowledge[y/+-; 


of the:Heavenly. Truth, wherewith Godſc pin 


had honoured him. This good man didþe&e 
vigorouſly oppoſe the Romrſh Errors andhhofe 
Abuſes, and being that he taught theþg1y 
very ſame Doctrine with that of Peter dehhe | 
Bris and. his Aſſociates, he hadin con-|-qur: 
junRion With them a great number ofþyj ax 
Proſelytes, who were ſcattered in Pied-|4;,,, 
mouts' Danlphine, Provence, Languedock, ko, 4 
and other. places of France and England; |; t, 
aSalſoin the Kingdom of Naples,in Ger-|&;jp 


many, Bohemia, Moravia, Hungaria,Sela=hthar 


oma, Poland, and other places of Eurepe;|y,y, 
where divers names 'wvere given them, |, þ. 
asthe Poor of Lyons, Paterins, Humiliſts, |,p(c, 
and others, bareful and infamous, taken, 
from the Herefies or horrid crimes[jhe;: 


- Charged-upon them 2 But the chief thatſ,c, 


were in France were thoſe of the Wal-|,, j: 


'denſes and eAthigenſes ; thereſt of them tion 


whom God miraculouſly preſerved till]; . 
ria, 
dmont, | Co 


vence, and divers Valleys of Pie 
5 2294 / being 
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reſZeing joyited to our Churches from the | | 
ri-ery becinning of -the Reformation ;" MH 

aich they drowned, as they do at this day, 
bu Papal Authority, Tranſubſtantration, Pur 

tfter oatory, the Invocation of Saints, Images, 
doe erits, Monaſtick Vowes, and all other 
J0dINQpinions which were in like manner re- 
dide&ed; by 'the-Reformed ChurchEs of 
addkoſe times :-itFey embraced-for their 
thebnly Rule both 'of Faith and Praftice, 
rdethe Old and New Teſtament 7 their 
OB-kcourſe of life #ifp-was fimple' and” un- F 
r of blamable, hy the very relation of Clau- : 
ied-lir de Seiffel Biſhop of Marſeilles, who © © "0 
cks fin 2 Book written againſt thetn, howbeit wy PR ; . "lf 
"9; lhe-terms them miſ-led in matter of Do- pa ® +; Nh 
er-|&rine, yet nevertheleſs acknowledgeth ite of Lewis I 
ia=|that as touching Life and Manners, they VII. andthe - 
P*Þrere without reproach amongit men, groing ord Beaſ | 
"My tbemſelves with all their might, unto the Albizeaſes, | 
ſts, obſervance of "the Commandments of God. of John Paul | 
ReDJAnd maniy other ſober Writers, howbeit Perrin,l.1.c.5.. || 
neSÞh .; 4 ikewiſe The Monk des {|| 
their Adverſaries alſo, have yet likewiſe |, rear... HH 

hat acquitted them, though not from all,yet 7,,..'2;z2q- I} 
al-I:t leaft from" the more heinous _ Tia ; the Mes | 
emJtions : Amongſt whom was the Monk of Morials © l 
ill ha V alteys Sernay, and Fames of Rybe- _—_— y _ | 
70-Jria, who lived in, the time wherein the ,,,,; 1-pus. | 
ny Count'de Montfort fomented ſo cruel a 2. Holagarny- f 
1:1 M Ware 
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War againſt them, namely in-the begin? 
ning of the x3zth Century : ſo that wef 


might eafily gather, that, as hath been 


- ſaidzall the grudge they bore them; & all 


the horrid accuſarions which they devi- 
ſed, on purpoſe to brand them and make 
them odious, all thoſe proceeded from 
no other cauſe than that:they withſtood 
the Pope and his InnoVations, and for 
their animating the people againſt them; 
Hence alſoit was that the Popes, to the 
end they might quite exterminate them, 


publiſhed divers Croiſades.* after the 


year 1208, till the year 1243 ; during 


which time terrible Maſlacres were com- 


mitted, there beivg, by the relation of 


ſome iſtorians,above two hrndred thou- | 


ſand cut off, + Yet notwithſtanding, we 
cannot think that any man of Reaſon 
woulU once imagine that if their colouts 
had been as black as thoſe wherein Rome 
and the Monks do paint them, A/phon- 
ſus King of Aragon, Raymord Count of 
T holoxfe, the Prnce de Beayn,the Counts 
de Forx, Bigorre, St. Gilles, Comings, Car- 
main, Villemur ; Vicount de Bezaers,and 
Carcaſſonne, and many other Barons and 
Perſons of Honour, would ever have up- 
held and protected them; eſpecially the 

| King 
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I, 


- Þeing afſembled to hold a Conference ; 


Anttent Ceremonies ; 
ting of Aragon, and the Vicount de Be- 
ers, Who were of a contrary Religion : 
hor that any others would ever have im- 


Þraced their Faith, therby becoming the 


dbjects of publick hatred, and expoſing 
hemſelves to exile and miſery: Add, "Ry 
noreover, that the Legats of Pope Inno- ng bs. 
ent T[I. attended With many Abbots Collections 


j:nd DoRors of the Rowiſh Communion, touching rhe 


City of Thg- 
ith ſome of the Paſtours of the poor ns OW 


Waldenſes and Albigenſes, the only thing thar Corfe. 


he [propounded at that Conference, upon /©1ice which 
no. the part of the ſaid Paſtors, was theſe re ſro 
m- [three enſuing Poſitions, ar Montreul 
of near to. Car 
4. | IT. That the Maſſe with Trauſubſtane caſſenne : 
tiation, Was 4 meer humane Inven. Y"<<of the 
Ye . WE.” Reformed -of 
2n HON.  thar Country 
is | 2. That the Church of Ronge was no keep the Ort- 
T1 Church of Chriſt, but a Church of _ to this 
= Confuſion, drunken with the. blood ©. the Hi. 
of of Mariyrs. x ſtory of the 
ts | 3-7 hat the policy of the Rowiſh Church, Waldenſes, 
F- was nov good, wor holy, nar Suey eſtas re Joby 
d bliſhed by Jeſus Chriſt, —_ 
" } | ut ETITED 
>» |  From-whence it is evident thet there. 
e fin lay the very criſe and ſum of the con« 
5 M2 troverlieg. 
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troverfie,- and the chief controvertcd pointyard t 
of their Bchief, which inthe year 128 x, ag|heve 
appears >” an; Extract of the Municipal Drea 
Priviledges of Realmont 1n Albigeorſe, was] Sacr: 


ſtillprofefled by a great number of perſons| the F 


throughout all thoſe quarters 3 and indeed] the © 


_ *.;thisprov'd no unfruitfyl Seminary, being] quiel 


that not anly the City of Realmont; but were 
likewiſe the whole Province of Langue-l tain 


dock, and other adjacent'places, God ha-| and 
. . ving in the beginning of thelaſt Century,] man' 


man 
cauſed his Word as.1t were to regerminate| ſhow? 
and ſprout afreſh, ycelded a more goodly] the E 
and plentiful harvelt, than that'.of: the 04 by tt 


ther parts of this Kingdom. | retic 
| ſend 

Anno'1215. noua 

ETD file \ 


Guy de Paipige 
nan. Bernard; 
þ de Lyxembarg. 

__ & Bala. 


K\ TOw in this year appeared that great] Brot 
4 V'perſen, Arnanldus d6 Yiills Nova,| ny. 
D-ctor in Medicine, and Chancelour of 
the Univerfity-of Montpellier, well $kill'd 


+in the Latine,Greek and Arabitk tongues,| FO 


for his knowledge inithe Liberal«Sciences| J- 1 
bhe veryavonder of his Age, who'mmany] fity. 


| excellent Treatifes by him compoſed. doth| life 


miakzily inveigh againf the Errours of the] a tt 


Si Chute he aid, rharbrperceivedy Gol 


' the wavy factof Antichriſt, uy the Papacyl rvp! 
%” = 
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Dreams with ſacred Siriptiive ; that in the 
Sacrifice, ſo denominated from the Altar; 
the Prieft offered nought to God , and that 
the Maſſes did nothing avail either the 
quick or the dead; that Papal Conſtitutions 
were no other than humane Traditions, cons 
taining only the doltrines of humane works : 
and he proved by the Prophet Daniel,and 
many other Authorities, that Anchr:/# 
fhoutd in the height of Tyranny perſecnte 
the Faithful.” For which Qpinions he was 
by the Facobins of Taraſc#z judged a He- 
retick; and whilſt the King of S:cily was 
ſending him to the Pope, he died at Ge- 
nouas Fames King of Aragon in an Epi- 
ftle written tothe ſame King of S:cily his 
Brother, gave him a very good teftimo- 
py. 
Anno 1371, 
54% 


OHN VVICK LIFF Door and 

- Profeſſor of Divinity in the Univer- 
fity of Oxford, a perſon of an exemplary 
life and-converſation, was at this time 
a ſtrenuous Defender of the Truth of the 
Goſpel, zealouſly withitanding the cor- 
ruptions and ſuperftitions of Popery ; he 
EE + $9 was 
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way protected as long as King*' Edward 


111 hived : This Prince, as alſo the 
Prince of Wes, Foby Duke of Aquitany 
and of Laxcafter bis Brother, the Earl 
of Saitsbnyry, the Baion of Cobham, Lewes 
Chfford, Willam Newil, and John Mon- 
taigne, Knights ; 7 bomas Latimer, Robers 
Kdgly, Charcelour of the Univerfity of 
Oxford, and many other Lords and per- 
fons of the prime Nobility and Clergy 
of England, adhering to the Doctrine of 
the ſaid Y:ickisff, by the relation of The- 
2:44 of Walden, and Croxton jn his Chro- 
nicle, who wrote againſt him : But un- 
er'the Reign of K:chard II, through the 
ſolicitation of the Pope and Monks, he 
was \aniſhed : afterwards being recal- 
Jed from Exile, he died peaceably in the 
year 1386, in the Parith of Lauterworth 
Where he had been Paſtor : But foraſ. 
_ much as the Rage and Fury of the Ad- 
wverſaries doth exaſperate them unto a 
Perſecution of the Faithful (not only ro 


death, bur) even to the very grave.; the. 


Bonezs of this man of God were in the 
year 1451,at the inftigation of the Court 
of Reme, digged up and pubhckly burnt ; 
whaſe Aſhes were in their time a Myſti- 
Cal Seed. 

Anno 
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Anno 1414. 


|JOhu Huff Batchelour in Divinity, and 
Ferome of Prague DoQor of the Sor- 
bonne, perſons of great Learning, and 
no leſs integrity of Life, who had from 
the year x400 publiſhed the Truth: of 
the Goſpel in Bohemia ; having reap'd 
ſome firft-fruits amongſt the remnant of 
the Waldenſes 11: thoſe Countries, and a- 
mongſt ſome others that had profefled 
the Doctrine of Wickb:ff ; they did ſo las 
borionſly cultivate and improve the 
Lord's Field, as that they left an abun. 
dant and excellent harvett behind them. 
Now.forafmucti as the whole Kingdome 
of Bobemia was through means of their. 
Preaching and Doctrine , reduced 
from ob:dience to the Pope, and the 
Ceremonies of the Rownſh Church ; the 
Council of Conſtance required King Wen- 
ceſlaws to ſend the ſa1d H#fs thither, to 
whom the Emperour S:g:/mond gave vee. 
ry ample Lztters of ſafe-conduct, to the 
end that he might not ſcruple to ſurren- 
der himſelf ; yet notwichſtanding, with- 
out any regard bad thereunto, he was 
M 4 within 
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within twenty f1z dayes after his arrival, 
committed to Priſon, and after an hard 
and tedious incarceration, moſt unjuſtly 
condemned to be burnt -alive as an Here- 
tick ; howbeit he had clcarly demonſtrated 
'to tham the truth of his DoEtrine by the 
Word of God, and the pregnant Teſtimo- 


nies of Chriſtian ren. wy 5 1n purſuance | 


whereof he-maintained, that the Charch 
of Rome had departed \from the Doctrine of 
the Apoſtles, in purſuit of the riches ans 
delights of the world, hunting after Domi- 
mon and Primacy, embezeling Church- 
goods, which did of proper right belong t, 
rhe Poor, in pomps and filtby and 1nfamom 
expences:; confounding herewuh the Ordi- 


"ances of God, or at leaſtwiſe- guilty of 4 


voluntary 4nd deliberate. contempt of the 
ſame ; That the Pope hath 10 (uch Autho- 
rity 4s he-challengeth over the Church, and 
that Indulgences art null; That the Bread 
aud the Wine remarn antrauſubſtantiated 11 
the Supper; and that the Communion ſhould 
be" equally diſiributed to_all nnder both 
kinds : That there is no ſuch thing as 
Pargatory* That Saints departed ought not 


to be mvoked, Hor Images worſhipped ; and 


that all thoſe things, with their like appen- 
dazts, haue no other foundation than that 
of 
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of the corruption and vanity of a humaxe 
ſpirit. Bur foraſmuch as the Truth doth 
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ever purchaſe hatred” from the Wicked, as nz parit. * 


being naturally averſe and adverſe there- 
unto this was the cauſe of that cruel uſage 
which he met withall from tus Enemies ; 
which he endured with a truly Chriftian- 
Conftancy,. rehearſing as he was going to 
the place of, Execution, or rather of Tri- 
umph, diverſe verſes of the Pſalms, elpect- 
ally of the 31ſt and 5 x, and oftentimes 
thele words, taken partly out of- the 31, 
I recommend my ſpirit into thy hands, for 


thou haſt redeemed me, Lord Jeſus, thou 
God of Truth ; and as the Executioner was, 


ſerting fire to the Faggors, he ſaid three 
times with a ſtrong and loud voice, Feſus 
Chriſt, thow Son of the living God, bave 
mercy upon me. Thus did this holy Mar- 
tyr finith all his labours, refigning his ſoul 


. to God, upon the 6th of Fuly 1415: * 


That other faithful Witneſs of the Truth, 
Jerome of Pragne, did I:kewiſe ſeal” the 
lane with his blood upon the 3cth of May 
1416, after many ſharp conflicts with his 
Adverfarics,, whom he confounded and 
{truck dumb with the ſame weapons,zname- 
ly, the Word of God, and the Teftimo- 
mes of the ancient Doctors of the Church, 
þ beings 
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He: came being endued with an admirable cloquence| a 
.to Conſtance and vigour of {pirit : He encountred death | ye: 
with a Pur- with ſuch an cxtaſic of joy, that when-as | 1: 
ney af they: began to kind{e the Faggots, he began | Bi 
of his Col- .. to ting Divine Praiſes with a holy hymn, | ta 
league inthe which by the very rclation of eAneas Syl- | lik 
_ _ vixs, who was afterwards Pope, called | Ki 
che ling * Pins II, and of Pogins of Florence who Je 
danger,he te- Was one of the Spectators, he continued in | pr 
I tired, and1n the midſt of the flames, till that has blisfull | m 
\' "a3 ance ſoul took wing for Heaven, there to beara | P 
by or pear" part in the harmonious new Song in the | w 
Anea Syln, preſence of its Saviour, and the company | ſa 
" fey Pius IT.- of Angels, and all the Saints and faithfull al 
8 | Hiſt. —_— ones,. whoſe tears are all for ever.wip'd a- L 
, 8 Sabbid=ggy way in. that beatifick Sabbatiſm of Glory, v 
i| Epiſt. ad Leo=- an cternal bliſs. | C 
nard. Aretin. _ But:what ſhall we ſay more ?. for the 4 
tiine would fail us ſhould we inſtance in \ 
all who after thoſe two faithful Witnefics, | . x 
eſpouſed the defence of the ſame Truth, c 
which the greateſt part of them have, as 1 
they before them, ſealed with their blood : 
. We behoved to inake men:10n cf that great 
| Aſſembly of pcrſons at Doway, in the year ] 
1421, who held the DoCtrine of the Wal. | 

fdenſes, of whom a great number, as 15 re- 

ported by cMonſtrelet,* was ſacrificed to 

Balew Cent. the flames : of William White, and m— 

 ander 


notwithſtanding which, Fobn F rancis Pi- 
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auder Fabrice, Engliſh-mcn,' who in the 
year 1429 Wrote in the defence of Wick- 
liff 's Doctrine 5 which Reynauld Peacock, 
Bithop of Chicheſter in bk2 mannengnain- 
anus in the year 1457. We behoved Ml. e Silefe 
likewiſe to ſhew, that George Poggebrach 
King .of Bohemia, together with Sub- 
jects, owned to the.day of his.death, the 
profetiion of the Truch- againit the Deter- 
minations of Rome ; and that the King of 
Poland Rood inclined to its defence : Like- —_ 
wiſe, that, in the year 1480, Fohn of Veſ- The c_ . [0 
ſalia, Baſil of Groningue, Stephen Bralfer , app, of of: 1 ' 
and Pasl, Notary of Tubinge, Doctors 1n perg, K. : 
Divinity, did 1n hke manner in Germany 
withſtand the Doctrine of the Roms:ſh- 
Church ; for controlling of whoſe vanity 
and many corruptions, Jerome Savonarole 
was burnt at Florence mn the year 1498 2: 


cus, Count of Mirandula, failed not to 
write in his behalf, and in like manner to F 
reprehend the very ſame abuſes t That in | | 
the year 1505, Paul Scriptorss did in his ft 
Lectures in the Univerſity of T #b:»ge,pub- 
Iickly declaim againſt TrayſubFantiation : 
And that jn the ycat 1507, Thomas More 
of Brockford, an Engliſh-man, was burn: 
at Nermich, tor preaching againft the then 
Þre= 
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evailing Superſtitions of the Church. We 
hoved moreover/to produce that goodly 
. * Confeſhon preſented in the year 1508, to 
, KingW/adr/laws by the verfbened Walden 
ſes in Hungary, which was exactly con- 


formable to that of the Proteſtant and Re- 


formed Churches : And likewiſe obſerve 
all thatis recorded by that- great Lawyer 
Charles des Moulin, in his Hiſtory of the 
French Moxarchy, on purpoſe to give the 
World to underſtand what reception the 
Doctrine and Life of thoſe of Cabrieres and 


4+ HMerindol, found with King Lewis XH,. 


; which gave ſuch ample ſatisfaction to that 
great Prince, as that upon the-report there— 


Im madc to him cf the fame, he ſwore that. ' 


they bad more goodneſs and-worth in them, 
than himſelf and all his ſubjelts beſides. 
Finally, we behov'd in like manner for the 
honour of that incomparable Monarch, to 


add, how that,after the example of Phlsp : 
the Fayr, one of his Predeceſlors, he quell'd — 


he faucineſs and' petulancy of Faliws Il, 
who had excommunicated him, having aſ- 
ſembled a Council at Piſa, in order to the 
reforming of the Church, both in its Head 
and Members ; and cauſed batter the Gol- 
den Specics, with this Inſcription, PE R- 
DAM BABYLONIS NOMEN, 
4 CA -D. 


Antient (eremomes, 
C,A;D. '1 will utterly deffroy the nameof 
Babylon and had not (injurious) Death 
ſuddenly fnatch'& hint away, - he 'had ufts 
d6ubtedly put an happy eflay to a thorow 
Reformation. i But enough of that , we 
|| being now arrived at, STEIN 


Anno'1517, © 


his Contemporaries whom God rai-- 
ſed up for the ſame work,: did in this year 
ſtrike that;great blow which did ſo migh- 
tily ſhake the Papal Power, and reſtore to 
Soveraign Princes who heretofore trembled- 
under the':Cenſures'of Rowe®*, that lawful * about the 
(though'controll'd) Authority,which they year 1380 the 
hold of none-but God himſelf : and this Emer —- 
wl'ſ> marvellous, that after that time the 7771" 01.2 


greateſt part of Germany, the Kingdoms of had been pers 
| 2Þ. ſecuted by | 


the Emperour, Frederich Barbarouſſe, being ar Venzce, and 
ſtooping down to kiſs the feer of Alexaxder 17], he' pur his 


The Popes prevailed 1o much after that time, that mn 7taly 
they quite aboliſh'd the Authority of rhe Empercurs, whom 
they diſpatchr away to conquer the Holy Land, hilt they 
3n che mear; time, under forged pretences, diſpoylea them, 
or ſtirred up encmies againſt them, to tize1t rue. 

/ YE England, 


MF Artin Luther, together, with thoſe "4 


— Gregory 1I,was obliged to ask him his pardon barc-foored, \ 
and ro ſuffer many other indignities. Inthe year 1180, - 


foot upan his neck, ſaying, Super Aſpidem gy Baſliſcum,@#c. 1 
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England, | Scotland , Ireland, Swidland; 
Dentmarke and Norway ;z the moſt rich || 
and potent Provinces of -the Low-Conn- | 
7465 3 the illuftrious Cantons of Smit 
zerland; a conhderable part of France, 
Poland, Lithuama, Hungary, Bohemia, 
Sileſia, Moravia, eAuſtria; Tranfiluania, 
Praſſia, and Lsvoniaz not to reckon thoſe 
ſecret and hidden ones,who await the time 
of their Redemption, in [raly, Spain; and 
other Regions whexein the Light of the 
Truth hath not as yet ſcactered the thick 
Clouds-of Pepith -Darkneſle ; that the 
grea:eſt part (I ſay) of thoſe Kinzdoms and 
Republicks | were from that time forward 
wholly emancipated and diſengaged from. 


_ unde: the bondage of Papal (both). Power 


and Error ; which, amongſt many others, 
hath been L:kewiſe rejeted by a great mnutſn. 
ber of their own authors or abettors, ſuffi- 
cient proof, that jt was the D:vine Hand of - 
Omnipotency that gave thoſe ſignal blows, 


captivating all thoſe thoughts and” mags 


nations,under the yoke of his obedience. 
In caſe our Advertaries alleage, 1. That 
thoſe whom God raiſed up for this great 
and glorious work of. Reformation were 
ſo inconfiderable, as that there .15 no man- | 
ncr of reſve& duc to ſuch abje&t and in- 
: =; £7 glorious 


\ 
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dy; [glorious Inſtruments 3 And 2. being the 


ch 


w- 
Fo 


e 
4, 


buſineſs which they attempted, was of ſuch 
an extraordinary nature , they- ought to 
have- wrought Miracles for authorizing of 
the ſame 2: It 15 no hard matter to aftoyl 
thoſe Obje&tions : In the firſt place then, « 
for fatisfaRtion to the former z We grant 
indeed that there 1s but little or nothing at 
all 'of excellency in them, being conſidered 
in and of themſelves z but if they be eyed 


|with reſpe&t to the manutenency of Him 


who ſet them to work, they areno wiſe 
baſe or contemptible 3 There needs no more 
bur the ſmart. of a filly Inſect to quell and 
confound the pride of Pharoab, and extort 
from him a confeſſion of the Finger of God, 
who, that the Power of: his Arm, and the 
greatneſs of his infinite Majcſty might -be- 
come the more obvious and acknowledge- 
able, can at pleaſure ſerve the intereſts of 


. | his _ upon the moſt 1nglorious' means, 


even deſpicable vermine : For this reaſon 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſty that he might bum- 
ble and debaſe the Synagogue, confound 
and baffle the fondneſs = arrogancy of 
the Philoſophers,reduce and defeat the Er- 
ror and Superſtition of Paganſm, triumph 
glorienfly over the fwelltng ambition and 
vanity of the Emperonrs, and _ = 
whole 
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whole Eatth'to bend :to the ſacred Yock of 
his Croſs 3 would;not:make uſe of any of 
thole renowned Worldlings,” but''of poor 
Fiſher-men,'a Mcchanick 'Teatmaker, and 
an -12nomimous Pablican, who yetnot-" 


\ 
E 


'wvithſtanding' caught whole Empires and' 


Kingdoms in 'thejr Nets;* aſſembling” the 
whole World under the Tabernacle'of the 
God as and 'making the moſt obſtt. 
nate and rebelhous Tributaries to his An- 
noikteds 2h face: bs 7 

5 Andrafter the ſame method did he pro- 
ceedimrthe reftauration of the Goſpel, which 
heuſed in the firſt publication of it 398 we 
tave ſeen above, where we have noted the 
marvellous exploits | of the chief perſons 
whonrhe.,hath . imployedin his *admirable 
Gonqueſts. - Inſult. therefore no more; but 


fF7 ow © CE 


Þ/4.118,23 rather' confeſs with the Plalmiſt; This vs 


ords doing, and:it is\marvellous'v -onr- 
eger': Which they alfo-have proclatmed 
aloud, having alwayesinimitationof the - 
Apoltles faid, $uoh things were not wrought 
by us, but only in the Neme and, Authority 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt; And with the 
Church in the book of -Plalms, Nor #»to 
#5; Lord, not unto us, but unto thy great 
Name be-rendred all: the honour and plory. 
With the Lke facility -we anſwer to = 
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k other Objection, urged from the defect 
| of Miracles: True itis, had thoſe good 
men taught any other doctrine than that 


of the Goſpel, in that caſe it had been 


[requiſite that they ſhould have given 


ſome 'vifible teſtimonies of theix Cal- 


| ling; beſides that,according to the Apo- 
| {les caution, he ought to bz an Anathe- Ga/,x8, 


ma,though.he were an Angel from Hea. 


| ven, whoſoever preacheth any other Go- 


ſpel than. what hath been alteady evan- 


|gelized;. He hath likewiſe taught us, 
|thar all thoſe extraordinary gifts Which 
L| the munificent God did ſo liberally di- 


ftribute, for authorizing of the Txuth of 


| Chriſtian Religion in its ipfancy, ſhould 
| ceaſe and become antiquated : And our 
|Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath admoniſhed us, 


that whoever ſhould brag or make often- 


 |ration; hereof, (ſhould. be very Teachers Matth,245 
-[of lies y making ſuch'a plauſible ſhew. 


of the ſame, as that they ſhould be able. 


](if it were poſſible) to deceive the very 


Ele: And yet notwithſtanding, what 
more ſpecious or {3gnal ones can any de- 
fare, than their very ſubfiltence atnidſt 
the raging perſecution of their enemies, 


5 D +7 - 
when as they were like unto Moſes in 


*1JE 2Ypt in the hands * Pharaoh's Daugh< 


' ter, 
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1 Kin,17.6. have, -with the Prophet Elijah, by means 


'Y Day's. 22, they were like the Prophet Damel in the 
'Fi 3+ 25, 
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It Mat. 18 20 miſe made to us 1n his Goſpel, ever preſent 


A Treatiſe of - 
ter,yet,fuch 1s the Providence of God,they'hual © 
never failed romeet with their true Mother, hat c: 
who nouriſhed them. upon her chaſt and jþalf 
untanted breaſts 3 that is ro. fay, ſome jnds 1 
found Teachers who cauſed them to ſuck }dges 
the ſincere Milk of the found knowledge ickly 
of God's Word ; as the I1ſraebites 'in the VOR 
Deferts of Arab1a, they did till feed upon jr Fai 
Manna from Heaven, / and were furniſhed port 
with veſſels of Gold and Silver, which they 
had taken out of the houſes of the Epyprz= |; 


ans, whereof to make facred Veflels and: jd in 
ſtately Ornaments for the ſervice and beau- pnoft-; 
ty of the SanEtuaty : If at any time they fly ful 


of a perſecuting Fez.ebel, been conſtrained þi 

to make a Cave their hiding-place;the very 
Ravens;turning Purveyours, have furniſh- 
ed them with neceſfary food. When as 


Den of Lyons, or .hke his three Fellow- 
Captives in Babylon, in the fiery Furnace, }: 
they have been in like manner gloriouſly 
and miraculouſly preſerved ; the Son of | 
God bcing, according to his folemn prc- 


ure 
ofe w 


deed. 


with two or three where-ever met together 
. 4 d mY 

in. hjs Name, Finally, fince they we: e 

with a ſtrong hand rglcued out of that ſp-- 
EX in -..— 


Anmtient (eremontes. 147: 
hey'jual captivity; what hath:not God done? 
er, hat continueth he not till. to do, in their 
and þalf ? Should our very Enemies, their 
Mme jnds laid upon their breaſts, become our 
uck þdges, and do us right , they ſhould 
dee lickly acknowledge, that þad nor THIS. 
the PORK been: OF GOD, and had not 
Don Ix Faith been from-Heaven, as not being 
xd pported by Humane means, nor,as Mas-, 
ey pmer{m,maintain'd by Blood and Cruel-. 
t1= |;  but,-on the contrary, -by exaſperated. 
nd: jd implacable:Encmues, perſecuted to the 
1u- moſt; that it bad been long'ere now ut- 
ey fly fubverted and deſtroyed ; which yet, 
ns pugre a fierce; and open War proſecuted” 
ed fainft it for: the ſpace of ſever or erght» 
ry Iz4red yearshath been with no. leſs won 
h- jr than-renown, ſuſtained and defended ; 
as | Lord having in performance of his ſo- 


v- | tor forfaken- 1t, being ever ;preſent for 

'e, þ: fuccour -and relief 5 arid whereſoever- - 

ly þr way hes, through the F:re, or through 

of |c Wilderneſs, he will be always with us, Mat.28, 18 

c- ſen to the end of the World; 

nt ro—_ theti your cavilling about the 

er þture of Inftrumen's, and the quality of 

e Joſe who ſpeak and preach to you. True: 

- Jdeed, they are formed of earth and clay, Gen.2, 7c 
| N 2 bus 


he jan Promifes 'made in his Word, never Iſa.5 4. &ci 
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Eztk, 37. 
Ec. 


* Lvolohy 
tE uae, 
Luke 1,27. 
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but God hath gifted and inſpired thenthe 
with the breath of a divine and heaven|as 2 
ly life : They be the dry Boner in the ProſMe 
phets Viſfion,which when by the Spirit q Gr 
God miraculouſly quickened, did in fin|/eth 


cover the wholeEarth :God hath cut an 
poliſhed them after the manner of Golc 
Diamonds & Pearl,and expoſed them 


open vie: Incaſe the Sun of Righteoul 


neſs ſhould in'order to the more accurat 


elaboration of 'this ſame Gold, find it fu 


ther expedient to paſs it through the fu 
nace, thiswere toput a-higher and mor 
conſiderable value upon it 2 ſhould he 
in order-tothe poliſhing of them Di 

mond-like, faſten them to the wheel « 
affliction ; his'end berein likewiſe we! 
to pur a more ſparkling luſter upon ther 
and through the ſeveral forms engrave 
vpon them by his Spirit; to render the! 
athouſand tinſes more bright and refu 
cent. Finally, thoſe magnificent Pear 
of the Orient from on h1gh* wherein 

neither ſpot nor wrinkle, are nowhere t 
be found but in the Ocean and bottom « 
the deep Sex of adverſity & temptatior 
whereof God who hath whiten'd them 1 
the blood of his Son, hath made a good 

Chain,which he vouchſafes to faſtzn up! 
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| thenthe Breſts of his Compaſſion, or to wear 
-aven|as a noble Bracelet upon the Arm of his 
e ProſMercies,: and that he may crows all thoſe 
irit d Graces, likeas (as he aſlureth us): he bot» 
in fin[{eth our tears, he carefully repoſeth and 
ut anſlocketh up all thoſe rich Pearls of price 
Gold n his own Treaſury, 

em Wherefore we can never enough la- 
teou] ment the occecation and blindneſs of 
curat] men, who not knowing the time of their 
it fuq viſitation, chave loved the darkneſs of 
e fug Errour rather than the light of Truth, 
mor which hath with ſuch a marvellous effi- 
Id hq cacy ſhone out towards thoſe who were 


Pſal.56.8, 


Dig in darkneſs and in the region of the ſha- 
eel q dow of death, that after the dawnipg of 
wel thoſe blefled dayes of Reformation, until 
then} which thoſe poor ſouls were ſo miſe- 
rave] rably entangled through vain Philoſophy Col, 2. 8. 
theq and the Rudiments of the world, which 
refuſ were not-after Chriſt, that with them 
earſ Ar:iftotle was in a manner more efteem*d 
einf of than an eApoſt/c ; that after (I ſay) 
>2ret]} that. admirable change the ſacred Volume 
>Mm 4 of the Word of God, Which was to them 
tion} before a Book ſealed with ſeven ſeals, 
>m i} & hard to be underſtood, did through the 
ood] ſeveral Tranſlations of rhe ſame into the 
upd moſ} part of the vulgar: Languages of 


Europe 


t N 3 
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 Enrope, become 'gencral and common, 
It was in like'manner after the ſame time} 
that the Expoſition of Divine Books was| 


_ contained, their main care and buſineſs 


3n matters of-Religion; 1nſomuch that 
even they themſelves refer us to the ſa- 


failing of their reckoning,” as touching 


the Word of God, and perceivipg that 


of Treatiſe of + 


re-eftabliſhed in the Church inſtead of 
fabuloua Legends, which were formerly 
the ordinary ſubje& of their Sermons 2 
Nor had they come this tength,but upon 
deſign to ſupplant the fimple, & through 
the ſhame and reproach which they ſu- 
ſtained to'ſeethat we make that ſacred 
Word the very foundation and-ſubjeR- 
matter of our Doctrine and Exhortati- 
ons, but that which they have ever offe- 
red and fill offer ſuch violence unto, as 
that, ſo little 'inquifitive are they after 
the eftabliſhmenrt of the Truth therein 


1s to defend and maintain'their Errours. 
And upon this very account do they tra- 
duce and miſapply the Writings of the 
Ancient Doctors of ths Church, which 
being humane, and conſequently falli- 
ble, can never ſerve for a Rule or Judge 


cied Canon of Divine Scriptures; But 
the Writings: of the Fathers, aſwell as 


all 


Ancient Ceremonies; 
all ſolid Antiquity doth depoſite and te- 


_ Rifie inour favours, as we have ſhewed 
| above, they ſuppreſs and Rifle the moſt 


ooodly and precious Monuments, and 
the Originals of rich pieces of Chriſtiag 
Antiquity, or elſe mangle, change, and 


miſerably deface them where-ever their 


own Cauſe is diſcountenanced 3 and 
fearing. leſt that refuge might alſo fail 
them, their DoRors have, in purſuance 
of an Oxder of the Council of Trent, 
fram'd Expurgatory Indices, conformably 
whereunto..they exhibit to us the Wii- 
tings of the Fathers : and not contented 
to pay-us in clipt money, they alſo force 
upon us falſe and naughty allay,. obtru- 
ding many ſpurious pieces for the pro» 
duR of Antiquity, or of ſome of the Fa- 


 thers,. which yet were never theirs; as 


may eafily appear, if we compare the 
Counterfeic with the true Coin ;- which 
is noother than what the more ſober. 
learned of the Rowiſh Communion them. 
ſelves have bzen alwayes conſtrained to 
confeſs ; Nevertheleſs we doubt not but 
that we ſhall ſtill find,even in thoſe my. 
tilous forms, matter enough for ſatisfy. 
ing of them, and for ſubverting and de- 
Rroying of Errour by its own weapons : 
| N 4 Who 
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Who then will not judge from hence of 
the goodneſs and equity of our Cauſe ? 
who can infer the naughtineſs or deſpe- 


racy of that of onr party, againſt whom 


they having commenced 'ſo criminal 2 
ee? would yet notwithſtending, be 


udges in their own fa& ;' and refuſing” 
ro.underſtand our defences, traduce us 


as puilty, and accordingly condemn us 
In the force and form ( as the ſaying is) 
of a proſcription' of ſackage ; And (that 


we may the better charaRerize'that pre- . 


cipitant ſpirir by which they are ated) 

oeawcs, that all Right-and Reaſon 

ail'd them, they for ſupply of that de- 

fe, betook themſelves to Menaces, 
Violence,Torments ,cruel Puniſhments, 

Perjurics, Maffacres, &c. yea, there is 

no manner of Artifice or Stratagem ima« 

ginable, which they have not imployed, 

and which they do not” ftil1- imploy, 

through the farguinary Conſultrof their 

*'A ſociety of Congregation * of the Propagatonrs of the 
the choiccſt&'Fa;rh, in order to the utter perverting 
moſt exquiſit - +39 "Ss or 
Heads both . 


for natural and arrificia] parts,in a Colledge in Rome, Called 

11 Colleggio di propaganda la Fede ; whoſe conſtant buſineſs 

and occupations to conſulr and contrive the Propagation of 

the Remiſh Faith, and rhat by.all means and methods imagi- 

aable, wherher of Policy or Cruelty, ar both , rhe Serpent 
4 
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mer'd-upon that Anvil, all their tools 


"and. God, out of love to his great Name, 
'ver all its and their combined enemies. 


"on, and not to 'have ſeparated from 


' the Creature, that which is due to the 
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Jaring, execured by their ative Emiſſaries (who are moved 
by rhem, as ſo many Poppets, by an inviſible hand ) their 
proſelyring Seminary Pijeſts and Jeſuires; rheir 1mpoſtours 
and workers of Mock-Mzracles, thoſe lying Wonders, the 
Charra#eri$ich of the naw Church ; their mercenary In» 
ſtruments-imployed. in maſſacres, and al} miſchiefs, peipe- 
trared. by Fire or Sword, or otherwiſe, and rhe like : And 
whether or nor, rhe City of London, thar famous Metropo- 
lis of the Proteſtant World, was 1h -1ts Jate and (almoſt un- 
parallel'd ) Conflagration (Anno 1666, Menf. Septemb.) con- 
1umed þy a Ecal from their Altar, muſt needs ty all that are 


or ſubverting of the Truth by us pro- 
fefſed, But they have ſufficiently ham- 


will-undoubtedly ſplic upon it at laſt ; 


will render his Truth and the Profeſlors 
of the ſame everlaſtingly triumphant 6- 


Let them not alleage, that we ought to 
have continned Rijl in their communt- 


them ; fince that was a thing which 'we 
could not poſſibly do, withour a mortal 
woung to our Conſciences, in giving to 


Creator 


| 
'and the Dragon joyntly,” and Drato-like troenatt ſanguinary 
and bloody Laws, Conſtiturions and Decrees thereunto re- , 


1mpartially concern'd in ejther Intereſts of Great Britain 3 
(Sacred or Civil) be zeckoned an Enquiry worthy of an ::} 
Engliſh Parliament. | | 5 
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., Creator only ;.and-without. involving 
and embruing'of our ſelves intoa thou- | _ 
ſand Superſtitions ;*' Moreover, we ne- 


ver went away from: their communion, 
cill by themſelves {5bac'd away, through 
ORIEISEY -of -us with Fice and 
| > It was fairly done of them for- 
ſooth, after-juſt motives of our Retreat 
and withdrawaent, and their cruel and 
rigid procedure again us, to turathe 
ſame into-our reproxch : For though af- 


_ ter the Councils of Conſtance, Baſi!, and 


Piſa, x Reformation was. judged expe- 
dient and neceſſary, it being the uni- 


verſal ſence of all; That the- Church 


beboved to be reformed. both in. head 


and members; Rome nevertheleſs ever 


loth to part with what the hath once got, 


 obſtinately maintains not only the Do« 


Arinals, which were the main ground of 


-our ſeparation z-but even the molt fop- 


piſh and ridiculous appertinants of her 
Creed and ſervile Ceremonies ; fear- 
ing, ſaith Cardinal Preneftine to Pope 
Hadrias, leſt having confeſſed. her Er- 
xour and Deviation 1n one point, Occa- 
fion-might happily be from thence ad- 
miniltred of examining of the reſt, and 


of reſolving the {ame into a reference or 


Com- 


' Com-promiſe. This is theresſan why 
. theCouncil of Trent inſtead of redreffing gory of the | 


_ - make ſome oppolition 1n- defence of the 


—— — — 
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Abuſes; hath indeed confirm'd them ; Council of 

all being c_ oy yet according my LO 
tothe Popes will and pleaſure, who was 

in'that Coarention both Judge and Par- _ | 
ty ; whereupon CMonſiewr de Lanſack,, Rions & Let- |; 
-one of the French Ambaſiadours in that f<15 concern-y: 
Council;ſaid very facetiouſly.in a Letter —— _ 
to. Monſieur de Liſle Embaſſadour at red ar —_ ; 
Rome, that the Pope bad ſent the Holy- by Sebaſtian 
-Ghoſt from Rome to Trent. :n a Cloakþag ; ©1479), Any 
the Legats and Council aQiing or enact= ©** Pas. ro 
10g nothing but what he appointed them; 2 
and albeit ſeveral Biſhops inclin'd to 1 


Authority of their CharaQer, yet this 
proved ineffecual, they having in fine 
ſubmitted their necks under the Papal- 
Yoke. Though all this ſucceeded very 
luckily according to the hearts defire of 
the Popes of Rowe ; yet notwithſtand- 
ing, from that time forwards they con- 
ceived ſuch a diſguſt and averſian- to 
Councils, that they never cared more 
to propound the afſembling of another ; 
fearing leſt they might ſer about that 
"happy Reformation, which (as hath been 
ſajd) was with ſuch importunizy defied, 
anc 


| 
Joh.4. 24. 
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and ſo abſolutely neceſſary both in head 


' and members: All that they bufied them- 


ſelves abour afrer that, was,. what: yet 


| well became them; the regulating of the 
Hoods, Hoſeniand Shaoes of Monks, the 


number of whom; inſtead of reducing, 
they contrariwiſe -avgmented under the 


Badoes of their Saints, Fraxcis, Dommn- 


cus, 1 gnatins Loyola, and ſome other:mo- 
detn ones; infomuch that the whole, far 
from reforming-miſuſages, tended only 
to foment Scandal -in/ſuch as: were ac- 
quainted with true Piety ; thoſe Reve- 
rend: Fathers having well nigh reſolv'd 
all the Chriſtian ' Religion, and. Drome 
Worſhip, into-the [practice of numerous 
Ceremonies and ſuperſtitions obſervances, 
For therein confiſteth. all their buſineſs: ; 
ſcrupulouſly annexins their . profeſſed 
Santtity to ridiculous Myſtical Veſtments, 
and foppiſh fantaſtical geſticulations : and 


- whereas God will b>worſhipedin Sper:s, 


and in Truth,they pretend-to fatishe bim 
with (inſtead of a true) a ſuperficial, and 
( inſtead! of a Speritual ) a biduly ſer- 
vice, Which the Apoſile informs us, pro 
fiteth little. - Howbeir, to be ſure they 
Cloak under their counterfeit humility 
and devotion, an extream and indeed 
| Une 
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Antient Ceremonies. 
noſufferable pride and vanity, as may 
ſufficiently appear- by the continual at- 
rempts made upon the Ordinaries, name- 
ly Archbiſhops, Biſhops and Carates, who 
nndergoe all imaginable difficulties'in 
ſtoping the currant of theSeraphicks, and 
other ' Regulars, more eſpecially of ſuch 
as have devoted themſelves to the 'See 
of Rowe, and their General or Superiour, 
 by-ſo ſtrict a vow, that when ever they 
believe their own Intereſts to be under 
debate, they ought to acknowledge no 
other perſon in the world. 

May the Lord commiſerate his Church, 
and put it into: the hearts of Chriſtian 
Kings and Princes to call, as the above- 
named- great Emperours, Conſtantine, 
Theodoſius, and Charles the Great have 
dane. before them, a- religious and free 
Council, wherein/all parties abandoning 
prejudices and animoſfities, might in 
good earneſt give themſelves to an en- 
quiry after the Truth in the Word of | 
God, which ſhould be hearkened to as 
the only decifive Oracle, whoſe right it 
is to determine. all Controverſies - de- 
pending between the Church of Rome 
and thoſe who proteſt againſt her Do- 
arine-;z and that the more obſcure paſl- 

| jages 
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ſages of the holy Scripture -might: be ex - 
* poutided by others more clear, ſo. as: thar 


we might attain to the right underſtanding 
of the $eripture by the very Scripture it 
ſelf, tend to the ;praRice of the Le-: 
vits, when they inſtructed the People of 


God afier their return: from the Bdbylowfh, 


Captivity 3 that 'the Ancient Fathers -and 
Doctors of the Church, and Writers of Ec- 
defiaftical Hiſtoryz:.by, whoſe teans/we 
might! be informed” of the various revolit« 
tions and incerchanges which have there:n 
occurred, might be likewiſe received:as: a 
ſubſidiary: help-for fatisfatton to the-mdte 
obſtinate war 

called of God 'unto' this great work; might 
in concurrence witty a privy Council-con- 


ſifting! of ſome of the-:more Learned-and 


more ſober of both-parties, prudenbaally 
weigh the validity of:Reaſons. urged; :the 
finceriry of Procedure, and the merit of the 
Cauſe, ' We ſhould quickly make to ap» 
pear;thar we bave aveneration for Epiſce- 
pal Government, and that we are-No, (enc- 
mies to- order, oruanment, Or decency nor 
yer to Ceremonies, provided the whole be 
reduced 'to- ancient uſage, 'and there be 


nothing therein derogatory to that Honour - 


and Religious Worthip which we owe to 
God 


opiniative z . and that Kings 


Anritent Ceremonies 
God only : And as touching the Sacra- 
ments, if the Word of God may be umpire, 
as without all peradventure it ought to be, 
we ſhould foon likewiſe condeſcend upon 
their #nmber; And in conformity to that 


the Bread, we ſhould all drink of the Cap 
of bleſſing, in commemoration of the ineſti- 
| mable Death of our dear Redeemer, whoſe 

Fleſh and Blood 1s meat and drink indeed, 
whereby we are nouriſhed unto an eternal 
| Iife. - We ſhould know, without further. 
debate, that this Zxiox is wrought by the 
mediation of his Spirit, who uniteth and: 
 conjoyneth us to himſelf, after 'an ineffa- 


| dwelling in: our | hearts by Fath, which is 
the mouth of our ſouls, by which we feed 
upon him 3/ whereunto the converſion of 
| Bread into Fleſh 15 not at all necefiary, bur. 
the Elevation of Faith unto Heaven, its ge- 
nuine and proper act ;. for, as our Lord 


eneth ; the fleſh proficerh nothing : The 
words that I ſpeak unto you, they are ſpirit, 
and they are life 3 that is to-lay, they are 


ble, but-a #rwe and 7ea/ manner ; Chri&. Eph,3.,17 


hath taught us, zr # the Spirit that quick- Joh.6,63, 


of 


4s 


facred direQory, obſerving our Saviour's Mat-26.26, | 

praRtice, and that which St. Pagl, by vir- and Mark b - 
tue of his Commandment, hath enjoyned £4+22- &c, | 
us to do in like manner 3 we ſhould take 1Cor.11,2 


x 
- 
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of a:ſpiritual and: vivifick vertue, ;as well 


in the publication. of the Goſpel, as. in 


' the participation-;:of the - holy. Supper, 


wherein the - Bread and the Ware. are 
Signes, Gages, and *UMtmortals. of that 
which 1s therein repreſented ;to us, whoſe: 


Name they bear, /as 15 uſual in all, Sacra- 
G-4.15,10; ments; as alſo becauſe - they ate not only, 
| Exod-12,2x fgmficative , but : likewiſe exhibitive of 


the x fienified. to.the Faithful and wor- 
thy Communicant, fo as ſhall be.ſhewcd 
ſtreight. And. certainly this ſame Rga/- 
Preſence and Participation may be calily 


enough conceived, without the .neceſlary 


admitſion of a. Local and groſs one ; for 
if it muſt be acknowledged that the Sun, 
whilſt bounded within-its ſphear, doth yer 
communicate. warin:h, life, and nourith- 


i mnt, and that truly, really, ſubſtantially” 
_ to Vegetables; can any one doubt. without 


Blaſphemy, that-the glorious Body of our 
Lord and Saviour,the true Swn:of Righte- 
ouſueſs, who carrieth health andlife in his 
Divine Rayes, is furniſhed with leſs vertue 
than that Globe: of fire and light , which 


+ himſelf hath enlighined ? Or that his Hu- 


mane Nature, which he hath united perſo- 
zally to. his Divinity, cannot by its means 
wyitically unite it ſelf to our ſoul3,in order. 
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to their warmth, quickening and notrih- 
ment, but that his ſacred Body muſt needs 
firſt xedeſcend. to' us here below, to be 
proſtituted to a. chouſand indignities, as 
would ncceflarily follow - upon that /ocal 
and groſs carnal Preſence, which 1s taught 
and profeſſed in the Communion of 
Rome. 

We ſhould not ſtick to call the ſacred 
Ceremony: of the Lord's Supper, a Sacri= 
fice, but only an EuchariStical or a Gra- 
zulatory Sacrifice, there being none Expia- Heb.o. 25, 
zory, other than that which our Lord Jeſus 26,27, 
offered upon the Croſs, as 'the Apoſtle in- 
the Epiſtle tothe Hebrews proveth. We 
{hould in like manner accord, that none 
can ever eat of the Supper of our Lord with 
coo much preparednels, for fear of propha= 
ning ſo ſublime and dreadful a Myitery, 
to uſe the notion of the Fathers, foraſnuwuch 
as thoſe who approach unworthily, and 
without a ferious examination of their con= 
{ciences,that they may know whether they 
are furniſhed with Faith, Repenrance, and 
Charity, which arc qualifications prerequt- 
rcd to the worthy participation of that ho- 

I; Communion, : do, in{tead of receiving 
the Gages of their Salvation, take and re- 
ccive,in St. Pagl's dralet, their own Gon- 

demnation, 
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demnation. In fine, we ſhould make it 
| yet further appear, touching many other 
controverted points, that we are not fo 
odious or | hateful as we are repreſented : 
But it may ſuffice to have retaarked the 
more principal ones, from which one may 
judge whether there may be-place for pro 
miſing our ſelves any re-union between 
thoſe of the Church of Rowe and us, by 
holding of a Council in the manner by us 
propounded, never doubting but that God 
would crown with his Blefling, the defign 
of ſo Auguſt and Venerable an Aſſembly; 
and that the Biſhops, Doors, and Mint- 
fters of Chriſt conſtituting the ſame, hum- 
bling of themſelves in the firſt place before 
the Father of Lights, from whom cometh 
every good and perfect gift , as alſo every 
one of us in hike manner with Repentance, 
Faſting and Tears, thereby with fervency 
Iimploring the affiſtance of his Holy Spirit, 
he would infallibly vouchſafe the ſame un- 
to us ; and grant that the Spirit of Cha- 
rity, Truth, Peace, and Concord might 
preſide. in a moſt ſingular manner in the 
midſt of that Reverend and P1ous Coun- 


cil, whoſe Members ſhould all of them be 
Ex4.25-3 3 like unto the Golden Sniffer s of the Ta- 


bernacle, erainent for purity and excellency 
of 


Ancient Ceremonies, 
it | of qualification, to the end they might be 
the more effectually ſerviccable in their ſa- 
fo | cred uſe 'of ridding away what is ſuperflu- 
} : | ous, and that ( great Thief Antichrist) 
the | which eclipſeth the light and brightneſs of 
ay | the Candle of Truth : That were an hap- 
ro | py day indeed, which yet to us 15 rather 
en | matter of wiſh and woulding, than fixed 
by | hope and expeRation 3 howbeit chere 25 
us | »othing zmpoſſible with God , who hath 
od | his own times and ſeaſons, and holds the 
gn | hearts of all Kings and People of the earth, * 

ty; | in his own hand. Now unto Him that & Eph, 2,2, 
ni- able to do exceeding abundantly ahove all 21. 

m- || that we ack or think,, according to the pow- 

ore | er that worketh effeftnally in ns ; Unto him 

eth | be glory in the Charch by Chriſt Feſws, 

ry | throughout all Ages, World without 
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Summary of thoſe Cere- 
monies whole Original is 
reported in this Hiſto« 
ry,according to the 
reſpective order of 


Time wherein they - 
'had their Riſe. 


 Anno1lo, exc. Vage s 
SW HE Original of the Ca- 
= 14 ſtom. of car;ying *Offer- 

I 1295 into the Church. 

FI hy the Encharit was 

KY. IN called a Sacrifice, The 
VSDWezey muture of Water with 
| Wine 14 the Supper, The 

Cuſtom of carrying the Exchariſt to ſuch as 

were not able to preſent themſelves in the 

Aſſemblies. The Kiſs of Peace, Faſting 

upon Friday : and the Original of the Qua- 

| drageſimal te, or Lent. 

O 3 Anno 


* 


n 
x 


| 


i 
Wi 
| 


RH - 

Þ, F . 

| 
| 
'F: 


b 


' 
{ 


| 
j 
+£ 
i1 
$ 


| 


. 
" D to, 
IT —"* ws.” i 
; oP _—_— Y. 


7 00 


6 


A Summary of the Ceremonies 
bar \-tano 160. &c, ./ 00 


The riſe of the Cuſtom of celebrating the 
Memorials of Saints, the Dayes of ther 
Natty, and of aſſembling in Cemete- 
teries, Of the Confeſſion and Satufattion 
ſed in the primitive Church, 


- I a 
Anno 195. «/. 15 


Of the Controverſie commenced about the 
Feaſt of Eaſter-Day : The firſt Fwridical 
attempt of the Biſhop of Rome. 


/ 
Anno 200, tc 16 


Novel Ceremonies not pratlifed at this 
day. Untlinn recerved into Baptiſm. The 
cuftom of offering in Commemoration of 
Saints, The manner bow Offering for the 
Dead took, its beginning, The original of 
praying for the Dead. The reaſon why 
Chriſtians. fir uſed the fign of the Croſs, 
Of the's Indulgences of rhe primive 
Charch: How e Martyrs jnterceded with 
the Church in the behalf of Pemtents. 


Anno 


 } YT ® 


e 


if 


13 


reported in this Hiftory, 
\ Anno 240, &C, SJ. 2b 


Preludes to the Interceſſion of Saints: 
Why publick, Confeſſion was changed into 
particular ; the riſe of Penttentiaries. 
What the Profeſſion of Virgins was. Whence 
the uſe of dipped Bread in the Eucharift 


proceeded. 


Anno 300, &c, LS 31 


why the Table was called a» Altar. 
Why they began to tranſport the Corpſes of 
Martyrs from one place to another. The 
Dedication of Temples, The ſtrutlare of 
the Temple of the holy Sepulchre, Why 
Pilgrimages intothe Holy- Layd were un- 
dertaken. The invention of the Croſs. 
The reaſon of erefiing and painting of Croſ-= 
ſes. Whence the Vigils of Feſtivals, and 
the uſe of T apers in the Churches, proceed - 
ed. The original of a Monaſtick Life, 


Anno 420. I 8 


T he manner, how Rules of Abſtinence, 
and Lames touching Faſting, entred the 
Charch. 

O 4 . * Anno 
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Anno Os FT 
The firft Tuſtiemtion of Parriarchs : A 


Decree concerning Eafter-Feaits. Contro- | 


wverſies about, and the Commencement of 
Celibacy. E7x.4 

. Anno 350, &c. P40 ; 
Apoſtrophees direfted to Sazuts, Pilgri- 


mages undertaken to the Sepulchres-of || 


Maio 380. 47 53|\ 


Martyrs. . 
The progreſs of Prayers for the Dead, 


and in what ſenſe they were concerted. 


In what manner and quality [mages were |! 


received 1hto Temples, - 
* .. » Anno 386. ('5 
T he Celibacy of Eccleſiaſtical perſons 16+ 
tified by Decree. \ AY. ao 
4, = Anno 400. / © 
The' Riſe of the Vigils of the Dead ; 
Whence the uſe of C hanting, and Wax Car- 
dles at Burials,proceeded, Formalities ob- 
ſerved inthe reception of Penitents, Croſſes 
zntroduced ta Temples, The manner of 
the Charch her proceedure towards Demo- 
macks. T he fir conjeltures about Purgas 
tory among Chriftians, : 
; - Anno 
hls © + Ne 


DUITI I .. 


A 


7 ho. 


\ © Y ; - | ; 7 þ | 
' .*reported it this Hiſtory, ". 
ok. 


T © 41no 250.0 IF eg- 


Chriftin Liber: '. Ippreſſed: by reaſon of 
Fafts, The {15:,:@tin.of the Faits of 
the Four Timss, _ of the > ame 


Vigils of Saints converted into Faſts, 


"Anno 470; &c. 4 6. S:. 
The Anlaracfen of Saints by whew fo 


| of all zntroduced into the Church. 


Anno: 490. a 72 
The attempt of ſome Hereticks affecting 
to_rejett the Cup in the Sacrament of the 


Euchariſt, 
_ Anno FO0,Hc. 34 74a | 
T he original of worſhipping of 4 


| amongft the. Vulgar. 


Anno 528. & 
Extream Untlion, by whom un ad | 


Anno g3s5. 2a ZS: 
Proceſſions, by whom ordained. 


Anno 36. i 76 


Whence it came to paſſe that Altars 


were placed in the Eaſt, The inſtitution of 
the Feaſt of Candlemaſs, 


Anno 


A Summary of the Ceremonies 
tr Anno 600, &c., WE 6 
The Invocation of Saints introduced in- 
tothe _—_ 0 burch. - _ erefted 11 
Temples. e” progreſs of the belief of 

. Purgatory, The Exchariſt converted into a 


Sacrifice for the Dead. The Canon of the 
Maſs by whom compoſed, The Maſs-Song. 


The Unition and Original of Prieftly Veſt-" | 


ments, Perfumes, and the Reliques of 
Saints in the Conſecration of 'T emples. 
Tapers lighted in broad-day-light, The 
Riſe of the' Service in the Latine= 
T ongne. | 
. F #-, - Anno 605. P 84 

The miupor how the Biſhop of Rome 
 obtazued theaatle of Univerſal. 

"Ix TIER Anno 690- 56 


£ 


i The time wherein the uſe of Cracifexes 


Mad? 
ho Anno 700. &c. # B7 
The ariginal of private Maſſes. Whence 
it came-to Fe that the Prieſt uſeth a low 
voice in Conſecration. + As. 
| Anno, 80. F 89 
The Original ef the Kiſſe of Peace, 
* '* Anno 790. {/ 90 
The Adoration of Images ratified by De> 
cree, | 
| Anno 


© 
F 


C 


reported in this Treatiſe, 
tnno 880., 7, 4 


' +). £44597 of the Canonization of 

S&'2. D . 
Anno 965. YA QZ 

Th- /'. Authogr of the Baptization of 


Bells, 7 
Anno xooo. 0/92 
The form of the Conſecration of Temples, 
The time when Prieſts were authorized to 
offer Sacrifice, 
Anno 1003.. 4 43 
The Inſtitution of the Feaft of All- 
Souls. 
Anno 1050, &c. So J 
The'Or: grnal of the belief of « gernad MAN 
ducation of C hrists Body. + 
Anno 1055+ Pro 6 
The Original of redeeming of Penances. 
The Extent of Indulgences, even to Pur- 
gatory. The Riſe f the Ceremony of Alt 


Wedneſday. 
Anno 1090. £107 
The Inſtitution of Saturaday-Maſs, 1n 


honour of the Virgin-Mary. 
Anno 160. 17 {0 8 


Canonization of Saints » by whom de- 
creed. Anno 


A Summary ofthe Cvommales 


\ X's 5 KG Anno 1212, 


\ The eftabliſhment of Cats. 


tion 3 and originakof Pixes. 
08% 3 Anno 1220. & 1230. {Ot 


T he gdoration of the Hoftie, and f the 
ſound of the Bell. The invention f Chay- 
\fery or Pater-ndſters. ; 


 Anho I245. { ” 104 
own Hats, and Scarlet Cloaks, 
worn 9 the Cardinals, 


Anno 1250. Prog | 
The manner bow the Laicks were at 
firit deprived of the'Cup. 


_ 


Anno 1260. Po - 
The inſtitution of the Feat of God, 


þ Anno 1 300. Ho. 
The Init itution of the year of Jubilee, 


Anno 13 60. Pn 


The manner how Fi. began to walk and 
earry the Hoſtic in Proceſſion, 


Anno 


reported in this Treatiſe, 


Anno: r366.. [1] 
as Whence it came to paſs that the Pope 
doth every year conſecrate a Roſe of Gold. 


Anno 1414. Fin 
The deprivation of the Cup authorized 


| by Decree, 
a Anno 1458. 112 


& The ſound of the Bell at the hour of 
mid-da 7; and the reaſon of that obſervance. 


| Anno 1470. C113, 
, The Roſary of the """ Mary, by 


whom invented. 


